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TRE BY SPECIAL. 
3 Barone. 


The Ricur Hon. Load Canrzron,—The Hoa, 'Mr, b. 
dxSHANE, and the Hon. Mr. Bazow' , | 


7 * THE SESSIONS: HOUSE, = 
Ant' Lebe lar. of the 22 Dorus, 
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.. JOHN M*CANN, anv W. M. BYRNE; Bia, 6 


or KATHDOWNTCOUNTY"OF 4 
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4 Tried by the above Special Commiſſion, before The Honourable | 
Mr. Bazown SuiTu— The Honourable Mr. ner CO 
and the Honourable Mr. JousT:cs Day. 


> And a Reſpedable jon r of the City of Dublio, at the 
9 5 


on 3 17th, Wedneſday, r8th, Friday the * and Saturday — 
arſt July, 1798. 
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. Tankerville Chamberlaine, Eſq. third Juſtice of the King's 1 


. day. 
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counſel and agents as they choſe to have aligned to chem. | E 25 : 


Mr. Solickor General, 


Mr. Prime Setjeavt, 
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Before Lord Carleton, Chief Juſtice of the 8 Pleas, * ? 
Alexander Crookſhank, - Eſq. ſecond Juſtice of ſaid Cut: 


Bench, Michael Smith, and Denis George, Eſqrs. third and 
fourth Barons of the Exchequer, and Robert Day, Eſq. fourth nan 
Juſtice of the King's Bench, to whom faid commiſhon was © 4 
reed. The court was opened at the Seſſions Houſe, is Oo 
ſtreet, under the aboye commiſſion, * Aich, N _ 
was adjourned for a fortnight. _ | 3 I 

On Monday the 25th of June the court Row a. 4 
Sheriffs of the city and county of Dublin were informed, the b 
grand juries for their n counties would be wanting dert 


* 
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On Tueſday 1 26h of Jane the court * the grand 8 85 4 
were ſworn, to whom Lord Carleton garea charge, after which 7 = 


bills of indidtmeat for high treaſon were found againlt Heary ' © * 
and John Sheares, Eſqrs. barrifters, Joha Mann, gentleman, 


Samuel Nelſon, n Wea. * Byme, and Oliver * 


Theſe perſons were brought 8 informed that bills of 5 ll 
indiQment were found againſt them, and deſired to name ſuch 5 5 = 


Council and agents were accordingly named by all the priſdvers, 
except Samuel Nelſon, who ſaid, he would not name — 
Counſel for the crown Counſel for Henry Sheares. 


Mr . OfGrady, 
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Mr. Finlay, 


"Jl 


ee for John .us. Counſel for We. M. Das. 


Mr. Curran, ; Mr. M*Nally, 
*. EN. OP, win 


agent 
Armſtrong Pages. 


3 EET 8 | Counſel for Oliner Bond. . ; - | 
| V. Cars, R 
| | + 5": Me" James Johnſton 


. 

wi 9 "Wedneſday, 4th of July, 1798. 
n Judges preſent. 
ee Tk „Lord Carleton, Hon. Ade Docks, 

| * Michael Smith, Hon. Denis George, Hon. Robert Day. 

„ "Henry and Jobo Sheares were put to the bar, and arraigned os 
B dae eee 
| + dhe priſoners were put to plead guiky or nor gui. 
= 85 The clerk of the crown then proceeded as follows : 

2 » 


Hl ſay you, 6 125 


1 OE pn en K or 


3 Ot bf the Crown. e 8 
bs 5 Henry Sheares. By God and my country. -_ | 
ks © * Clerk of the Croun.— God ſend you a good: deliverance. 
ce of the Crown. How ſay you, Joho Sheares, we you. | 


9 


ee treaſon and felony in manger nd form 3s charged io 
8 the indictment, or not guilty? Ed | 


3 e of the Crown. How will you be tried? | 
7 = By God and my country. ß. 


M · Nally, Eſq. one of the counſel for the priſoners, 


| 10-the priſoners” pleading to the bill of inditment, 
bill Gas found by a end d, cave? 
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the weaker of whos Tana Be: 8 
kingdom of Ireland, having been born io France, aid not c- 


' the aaths of allegiance and ſupremacy; and was-therefore m--. 
peetept to ſerye the office of a grand jura. After hearing caupſet * | 


made by the priſoner's counſel. 


| Kemmis, Eſq, fiating-that the aid: Sir Joſeph Hoare 


$4 P 


5 ; 1 5 0 


rent by law to ſerve the office of a grand jurer, and therefore . «I 
proceedings. againſt the priſoners were coram non judjce. Lans 
M*Nally, Eſq. Johs P. Curran Eſq. and Wm. _ 
copnlel on behalf of the priſoners, put in a ples, Rating ch# fully . 
SSCL RIS 1 
upon the Attorney General, the Prime Serjeagt, WW. 
Saurin, Eſq. and Robert Mayne, Eſq. counſel on e wwe 
proſecution put in a replication to ſaid ph, ſtatiag, that though —_ 
the ſaid Mr. Declezeau was a native af France, yet he had, 
ſince his arrival is Ireland, conformed to the laws relativeto un- 


'ruralization of foreigners 4s preſcribed by the dnn of 14.48 & 


15 of Charles II. chap. 14. and ſtatute of 10 Geo, Jochap; .* 
9. and ſtatute of 25 Geo. II. andthe ſtatute of 1g and 20 
Geo. III. chap. 29 and that the ſaid Mr. Declesean had then 


| Ip Cuppote of the plea, and the counſel for the crown in ſupport of = 
_ the reflication, the court was e on r e Kh 


Henry Sheares. Here is an affidavit to bee Wee 
vitaeſa, Sir Jeſeph Hore of Cork, bo has berg ſummoned, , 
by illaels prevented from attedding the court. and chat. the Earl a 
Cork and Orrery, another vitneſs, is at this 2 5 
is .expaſited 10 vines Sekad © ia ann en a 9 DE F 
tourt. * eee ee amp" ED Ne 

As affidavit vere aac 50 
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yearn of age, and in nga denk: nnn 


would be able to come to Dublin. „ * 7 
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Ec eee 5 1 
3 The petty jury were ſworn, „„ 

2 eee Lighcn, Ban. Mr. R. Sayers, W 


Nobert Shaw, Eſq. Mr. J. Farange, Merchant, 
Nice Blackwood, Eſa. Mr. W. Gautier, Merchant“ 5 
John Steward, Eſq. Mr. W. Sparrow, Merchant, . 
Robert Crawford, Eſq. 0 Nr. Cc Bingham, Merchant, 
Humphry Woodward, Eſq. Mr. John Ferns, Merchant. 
"The King ] County of the city of Dublin to wit. In 
| againſt [ No. I. Henry and John Sheares, you ſtand 
Heary dee 7 indifted, for that you not having the fear of 
1: God before es ; nor the duty of your 
2 —.— * norte but being eh} and 
8 e dorit 4 the peace and tranquillity of this kingdom, 
' iatetiding to diſturb and deftroy ; and the king from his royal ſtate 
aud government to depoſe; the ſaid Henry and John Sheares, as . 
falſe traitors, c. contrlving the peace of this kingdom to diſturb 
and the government thereof to ſubvert, and the king from mts wh 
tate todepoſe and deprive, on the 2oth of May in the 38th year 
- of the reigh(oF he preſent king, in the pariſh of St. Michael, the 
- archangel in the county of the city of Dublin in the kingdom 5 
| Ireland h ant the ſaid Henry and John Sheares as falſe traitors, 
| Ec.to bring to effect their ſaid evil imaginations, with other falſe 
- eraitors did aſſemble add conſult between themſelves to ſtir and 
raiſe a rebellion in this country, and to procure 4 great number of 
nn, guns, bag , pikes, &c. and to procure a great number of 
r and to levy war and to compals their ſaid trea - 
F able imaginations as aforeſaid, as falſe'trantors, did aſſemble and 
199 gether to compaſs and deftroy the king. - And that you, 
# 25 falſe traitors, did aſſemble and contrige'with other falſe traitors 
4188, carry your faid wicked | imaginations iu effect to overturn by 
e anc to change by forte the government and conſtitution of 
x di kiagdom on the days aforeſaid, and divers other days ; and- 
20 the pariſh aforeſaid did aſſemble, conſult and agree together 
_ about the Taifing #rebellion i in this kiugdom ; and did 
Frocure great quantities ofigrms and ammugition for ſaid purpoſes 
a8 aforeſaid of levying war in this kingdom, and to change by: © 
8 the conſtitution of this kingdom, on the day aforeſaid, and 
| inthe 2 805 aforeſaid, did aſſemble, conſul and agree together 


ou.” 


ä „„ \ 
e x C * i 
„ . dhons th means of raiſog a rebellion in this, kingdogipiand; 3 
| procure great quantities of arms and | ammunition-for Mad pi _ 
ſes as aforeſaid, of levying w war in this kingdom, and to e 
by force the conſtitution of this kingdom, on the day aforeſaid and 
in the place aforeſaid, did conſult and agree between kheinſel ves 
about the means of depriving the king of and from his authority 5 
olf this kingdom. And further to fulfil your evil imagingtions as 
aforeſaid, you, the ſaid Henry and John Sheares, as falſe traitors _ 
as aforeſaid, with a deſign and intention. to overturn the preſent 8 
government of this kingdom, did aſſemble and meet together + 
with members of a particular ſociety called United Iriſhmen, and 
conſult together about the means to overturn, by force the go- 
yernment of this kingdom. And that you, Henry and John 
Sheares, you and each of you did in the time and place afore- 
ſiaid, uſe your endeavours to perſuade John Waraford Rn — 
ſtrong, an officer ia the King's County Militia, to procure ne 
ſoldiers of the ſaid regiment to join in the faid rebellion. And 5 
that you and each of you with intention ee 25 
and from his regal authority of this kingdom, did endeavour to 
procure the faid John Warnford Armſtrong to deſert ſrom his 
majeſty s ſeryice, and to make war againſt the king, and to pro- 
ceure thEprivate ſoldiers of the ſaid King's County Militia 20906 
in the faid rebellion agaioft their ſovereign... Aud on the day ©; 
| and- place aforeſaid further to bring to effect as falſe traitom as x. 2 
aſoreſad, did make in writing and figures a plan to be by. e 65 3 
13 other falſe traitars carried into effect, to ſurpriſe and take "op +76 1 
NN camp at Laughlioftown, and to ſurpriſe and take the artillery dt 
ff, |  Chapelizod in the county of Dublin, and to ſurprize and take 
/ _ the caſtle of Dublin,- 400d tc to kill the lord lieutenant "and 
the privy council; and by the ſaid plan you did contre to 
carry into eſſect your wicked imaginations the ſaid camp at 
Laughlinſtown, and the {aid artillery at Chapelizod, ggd the ſaid 5 
caſtle of Dublin, ſhould be ſeized in the hands and power of tra- a4 
tors againſt the king, and on the day and place aforeſaid io de- 
throne the king and from and of his authority to deprive . 1 
and that you as falſe traitors as aforeſaid did endearour to ſeduce 
John Warnford Armſtrong, a Captain in the Kings County b 
Militias, to deſert and to aid and aſſiſt inthe rebellion agaioft our 5 0 A E 
und lord the king. And further to bring into effect yaur Taid 


. 250 wicked imoginadiogs as aforclaid did men wn 
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1 * ee ue dus hs ſing by forcethe compLanghlintown, 
; _ © the fad artillery at Chapelizod, and the ſaid eagle of Dublin, 
. 
| 


"ad (© kill and deſtroy the lord Heutenant and the members af 
tis Majeſty's privy council. Aud further to carry your faid 
wicked and evil machitations into effect as falſe traitors as àfore · 
mii did make contriye and write a proclamation, and therein 
OR making a declaration that the rebellion was commenced to deftroy | 
| the goyernment of this kingdom, and they did encourage to appear 
unn oßes array againſt” the king and government of this country, 
0 _ 4nd did invite the people by force to overturn the government, | | 
ind did therein declare there were oue thouſand armed men in 
Closdalkin in the county of Dublin ready to join in levying war 
againſt the king and his government. And that the faid Henry 
nnd John Sheares, together, with other falſe traitors, did aſſemble 
ell meet together to take and make returns of the number of men 
ll and officers within this kingdom, to aid in levyivg the ſaid war 
| _ in-this kingdom agaioft the duty of their allegiance and againſt 
the form of the ſtatute in that caſe-made and provided. And 
=> whereas there is an open and public war carrying on agaioft this 
kingdom by perſons exerciſing the powers of government in 
| France; they the ſaid Henry and John Sheares, with divers other 
- falſe traitors, did in the pariſh of St. Michael aforeſaid, at time 
aforeſaid firive to aid and affiſt the perſons" exerciſing the 
powers of government in France to carry on and levy the faid war 
© ngainft- our ſovereign lord the king, and againſt the government 
ef this kingdom. The faid Henry and John Sheares with other 
_ falſe traitors, did aſſemble, conſult, and meet together, to ſtir up . 
the war within this kingdom, and to depoſe and murder the king 
mud him from the government of this kingdom, to deprive, and 
put, and to overturn the lawful government of this kingdom, and 
_ 20 change by force the conſtiintion of this kingdom; and the ſaid 
Henry ang John Sbeares, their wicked treaſon did confult and 
meet together with divers mes called United Triſhmen, about 
. .__ be means of railing armed men and ammunition to carry on the 
ud rebellion, and change by foree the conſtitution of this kin 
dem, and to depoſe and murder the king, and did invite the peo. 
ple to become members of a ſociety called United'Iriſhmen, to 
|  chaoge the conſtitution of this kivgdom by force, and to depoſe 
% gp re fd r and John | 
| . Sheares, 
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= ſoldiery of this kingdom to join in the ſaid reden. 
on agaioft the duty of their allegiance to depaſe the king, 

to ſeize the camp at Laughlioſtawo, and the artillery at Chaps. 


 iz0d, and is ſeize doe call of Dublio,and to kill and murder the, 


ax.. before mentioned, which chey che ſaid Henry and. John, 
No „„ and the * 


Henry and John Sheares, did with other falſe traitors aſſemb 
themſclves together to depoſe and murtter the king, &c. 8 
| 222 ˙ FRY OILY 
that caſe made and provided, and ſoforth. F 
Tue caſe having been opened hy counſellor Webber, | 
Tube Rt. Hon. the Ar ro XK GEIE (Mr, Tag) he: 
eceded to the ſiatement as fallows : be eg 


Mi lords, and-geotlemen of the jy» 1 d TT 1-4 | 


| Fpoakble fituation which I have now We hogovr to fill io this 

cepurt, I truſt it will be eaſiy credited, that is grieves me 
heartily chat the firſt act of that fituation ſbould be the proſecu- 
tion of two gentlemen belonging to a profeſſion. to which Tam. 


linked by every tie of honour, affeftion and regard, biading on 4, 


man of honour z but, my lords a duty has devolved on me too co 
| gent to be laſt an any circumſtances of private feeling ; that duty | 
is to ſupport the mutual, obligations between the people and the 


ſtate, and to preſerve to the public that protection which i is "the os 4 


rh ; 


birthright of every good ſubjeR, purchaſed with his allegiance, 
In this neceſſary preparative to-the introduQion of evidence, 1 
| ſal be Gudioully careful ot to dilate the ſubje&imto an yanecel- 
fary length; my caſe does. not require it, 
ranted in embarraſſing your lordſhip, and the gentlemen of the . 

jury, with abſtract and metaphyſical diſtinctione, or Yiſtorted ar< 
 guments—gpr indeed, my lords, is it my inclination to add. _ 
wanton aggravations to a caſe, which, if am rightly inftrudied, . . 
will criminate the unhappy gentlemen, at che bar, an evidence. as. 


nor ſhall I be 5 2 


plain and clear as ever has been brought, forward in a court of 4 


juſtice, and I hope io be acaredited, when LEV, 3 A 


* e e warm and zealous friends 8 
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che king s enemies. I hat your lordſnips and the gentlemen of 
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Tithe event of this trial ſhall eſtabliſh their innocence, now ob- 
ed by the one 00s ene wo 
1 ſociety. . 

Gentlemen of the jury, the et ate dates; 


| he 35th of Edward LIE. a ftatute remaining unaltered from that + 
- time dom to the preſent period. and which defines the crime of 
according to this ſtatute there are three ſpecies 
| of high treaſon, numely,: compaſſing and imagidling the'death'of 
the king, 55 Win; ankle * 


bigh-4reaſon ; and 


Ja the preſton ale ates of Rl abs 
oyert acts are ſeveral. Phe firſt of theſe epunts is contaibes 
and imagining the King's death ; the fecond, that of wt 


the. jury can be no ſtrangers to theſe ſpecies of treaſon, is moſt 
certain, for alas ! there have been, unfortunately of late, but toa- 


many pradlical illuſtrations of them in this country. 1 vill 


however, treſpaſs a little on your time, by Rating the law on theſe 
points. In order to ſupport the general counts in an inditment, 


| 1... te iriqglionwe: 


the imputed guilt of the accuſed party. The-compaſſing and 
imagining the death of the king, by our laws and adjudged | 


' caſes, as ſoon as that imagination is acted upon by open.deeds, 


makes the crime complete. The fads demonſtrative of the gene- 
ral deſign or charges muſt be kept i in view; and the next prinei- 
ple to lay down is, that the acis ſhould be of a nature to manifeſt 


che intention with a clearneſs and ſtrength of application ſuffici- 
IS ept fully to ſatisfy the minds and cooſciences af honeſt men. | 


| You have heard, gentlemen of the jury, the indictment read, 


1 and without delaying you by a repetition of what is ſet forth, 


you muſt be ſenſible that if the whole or any part of the overt- 
acts laid therein are proved, they muſt be demonſtrative of the in · 


tent: If my inſtructions are right, it will appear that a conſpi« 


EE. racy was entered into by the priſoners to procure levies of men 
| * 28d arms for the purpoſe of depofing the kivg, to overthrow the 


vernment and monarchy, and thereby opening a way to thoſe 
cenes of blood: and devaſtation which bave always-been known © 
10 walk hand i in band with revolution. That ſuch is now pattix 


1 * n mut of $00 much notoriery to. 9 8 71 


. 25 7 ou 


9 


4 p 
1 
* "1 
* 5 


3 


5 „ . 
eee e eee ch comet 
toriety that we are now at open wap with the perſons exerciking- 


de powers of goverament' in Fringe, and. that ſinee-the c˙⁴ w. 


mencement of that war, there has been a dark conſpiracy in this Rolle 
country to ſubſtitute a ſyſtem (if the term can be applied to a 
| murcical oe) modelled an) French principles, for the beſt 

and happieſt government that ever people were bleſſed withal.—_ 
 Inftead of the ineſtimabje bleſſings of pgace, order, und the'ſa- 
Nam reftrajuze b bite aod proteGing Br, the object of theſe 


ning clemedth, aud ne; & mußt be upcertaln,! hl be de PTA 

who. would & vide on the whirlwind" and direct the 
| ſtorm,” yet ere uns ab- Gebt that horrid and indiſcriminate 
maſſacre and murder muſt enſue. Scenes of ſummary vengeance 
and partial trial would follow, very different from the great ad- 


vantages and mild indulgences which the gentlemen at the bar 27 


| have experienced, and glad am I, that theſe are their advanta- 
ges. The law preſcribes that the perſon coming under its adju- 
dication ſhall be ſerved with a copy of bis indictment, and the 
means by which it is to be ſupported; a certain number of days 
previous to trial. This advantage has been experienced by the 
| Priſoners i in more than a double portion; they have had full and 
„„ ² II They are 


to be aſſiſted by counſel great and eminent, and are themſelves | 4 


men of talents and learning: Would to God they had not employ. 
ed thoſe diſtinguiſhed and honourable qualities to miſchievous 
purpoſes, but that they had employed them in that path of virs 

tuous and proſeſſional emulation, which muſt naturally have held 
to their hopes the faireſt and moſt flattering promiſe of ſucceſs. 

The gentlemen at the bar are not ſuch as te meet with on cir* 
euits, low and unlettered men, ubacquainted with the law, and 
the. conſequences of violating it—no ! their minds are illumined _ 


by learning and ſcience, and their acting upon the darkeſt princi® 3 


ples of criminality and vice, muſt excite a proportionable degree 


of our aſtoniſhment. If by the law of the land a man pays the os 
forfeiture, of his life for the commiſſion of a ſingle murder, hom . =o 
much more ſhould he. incur · that forfeiture, who deliberately 

cauſes the deſtruction of thonſande! I know, (gentlemen, tb 


3 duty de volving on all who are, in this caſe, aſſiſting to 
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mall ſpeak emphatically for them; while yet the Freach Revo- 
 Jution thundered at a diſtance, United Iriſomen eſſected an early 


(1). 


court; ae nn, and give me 
leere wo ſay, not trifling is the pain which falls to the lot of the 
public accuſer. It lies heavy on my heart to be obliged to utter 
what may be grating to the feelings of the accuſed, but 1 am 


| obliged to do. it—obliged by thoſe duties, the performance of | 


which canalone render me worthy to fill a fituation which claims | 
on me with double power; its ow. importance, and the virtues 
and tales of my predegeſſor. Where ſhould I took for an argu- 


ment in favour of a falſe delicacy? Is it in the devaſtation of 


the land? Is it in the wicked and deſtructive conſpiracy, treaſons, 
and ſeductioas laid in the indiament ? Js ie in the abt and 

ads of United Iri/bmen? I ſhall not waſte time in entering into 
che-hiftory of this body of men: in the courſe of this trial fats 


Importation of French principles, and characteriſtically improved 


es be novel manufacture; © plague, pofitence, and famine,” bas 


U 5 


an. 


Alen it will e und e | 


. caſe is of o kinds, parol and written. It will appear that a 


man of no leſs note than an officer of his majefty's army, Capt. 


. Armſteong, reſorted often to the ſhop of Patrick Byrne, where, as 


well as at many other ſhops, a certain defeription of modern pub | 
lcations are fold, which captivate but too much many men whoſe | 
time and talents could be more beneficially employed to ſaciery; 
the Imercourſe between Mr. Byrne and Cape. Armſtrong become = 
ing familiar and friendly, Mr. Byrne was led to conclude be wax 


ene of theſe deeply embarked in the ſame obje&s and views of 

- | thoſe with whom he converſed—* Sir,” ſatd the pamphlet-dealer, 
Ii could wiſh 2 gentleman of your cnlightened principles, would 
allow me to inuoduce you to ome gentlemen who would be hap- 


: A py to cultivate your acquaintance ; 1 mean the Mr. Sheares's, men 


| who are deeply engaged in the common cauſe; and as you can . 
q 3 render material ſervices, you will be a valuable acquiſition to their - 
ock of friends.” — Mr. Armftrong was aot ſo ignorantas not to 


| form a concluſion of what his converſation led to, and that if he 
| laid himſelf open te further canfidence, it might ſubje& him to in- 
formation which ao honeſt mam and loyal ſubje& could conecal; 


i j ND rn t 11 ') 
bs therefore tis wh circumſtane SOT: and a 
his advice what to do, adding, Why ſhould he * 
His friend obſerved that converlations had got abroad, uuf 
to his regiment, the King's County militia, and by alt means tb 
| accept the propoſed introdudtion, if from no other motive, but 
the chance of arriving at ſome circumſtances that might reſeue the 
regiment from the imputations caſt againſt it; and, ſaid his friend, 
in the language and diſtinctions which real truth and honour will 
always inſpire, as to any difficulry you may labour under from the 
idea of being deemed an informer, diſcard the injurious prejudice, 
for no act can be more worthy a gentleman and mary of honour, 
or more conformable to both, than to ſecure the ſtate and the 
people from the machinations of treaſon—a falſe dekeaey on fuck ; 
an occaſion, would make you one of the OE OY 9 the 
eee but will not preyent. oy 
Capt Armſtrong did accordingly ts Ed andon = 
' the 19th of May was introduced to Mr. Henry Sbeares. Mr. 
Byrne led them into an inner ſhop, ſaying, © Mr. Sheates, Caps. 
_ Armſtcong is a true brother, and you may depend on him! = 
No interefling conyerlation occurred, until the other brother,  - 


John Sheates, arrived, who, with the introduRiion, Gſcarded'all = , 
| other difficukties, and entered at onee into the buſineſs, Hee Þ 


| preſſed his confidence in Capt. Armſtrong's principle ſaid that 
de could be of great ſervice iq the general cauſe that many 


mes of his regiment betrayed very excellent diſpoſitions, aud 
athers were confidential perſons ; that he could give paſſes'ts _ 
theſe, ſuffering them to be abſent fram the camp; that he wou 

give him ap opportunity of intercourſe with ſome ferjeants who 1 


were fim t the cauſe, and particularly one Connort that he 


time was approaching ſalt, when they would act, and that a ge- 
. neral riſing mpſt ſoon take place, the people being impatient, from 

the weight of criminal proſecutions We muſt, faid he, make 
z 


F that an irritation of the lower eden ; oo 
of Roman Catholics, through the medium of their religibud'po6- - | | 
Judices, was one of the means uſed to excite to rebellion ; an en- 
pedient not new, for it is not the fil time that religious ß, 
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= Juno and deftraion of the credilois/and en- 0 the 
13th, another interview tock place, at which the priſoner John SY 
Sbeares, ſaid, « Serjeant Connor and others may 'want paſſes ; 
I will give you a note to Connor, which will inſtru him in the 

- confidence which he ſhould place in you,” — At another inter- 
view, or I believe the ſame, and which took place at the houſe 
of Henry Sheares in Baggot-ſtreet, John Sheares came in, after 
Capt. Armſtrong had been ſome time previouſly with Henry 
Sheares, and ſaid very ſhortly aſter his entrance, Time is preſ- 

| fing hard upon us, and the riſing muſt immediately take place. — 

A plan has been formed of taking by ſurpriſe, aſſault, or other 
mode beſt to be adopted, the camp at Lehaunſtown, the artillery 

_ at Chapel-izod, and the Caſtle of Dublin, all on one night, al- 
lowiog ſuch intervals between each, as will moſt conduce to the 
confuſion: of the government.” He further aſked Capt. Arm- 

ſtrong, what ſlate the King's County regiment was in, and if it 
was not practicable to bring it into operation ; adding, that when + 

dis great effort was to be made, that a human being who dared 
to refiſt ſhould not be ſpared. It was alſo | conſulted the beſt 
mode of getting poſſeſſion of the camp. He deſired him to make 
as many United Iriſhmen as he could, but particularly in his own * 

regiment”? that it would be_of the moſt decifive advantage, and 

bx; enable bim to be named the ſaviour of his country. The evening 

of the ſame day, another canverſation took plage in Baggot- ſtreet, 

alſo, in which the impatience of the people to riſe was again the 
ſubject, particularly in the county of Kildare, on account of ap- 
proaching trials at Naas. During the converſation, four men 
came in, with whom John Sheares a appeared to have buſineſs of 
moment; he ſaid he had a great deal to da; he would however 

introduce a very particular and active friend ta the cauſe, to Mr. 

Arnſtrong, and in whom the fulleſt canſdence might be placed. 

/- Mr. Armſtrong was accordingly introduced to a ſurgeon Lawleſs, 
Joha Sheares aſſigning as cauſe for wiſhing the introduction, he 
Mr, Sheares, was obliged to go to Cork to organize againſt an 
immediate rifing. With Mr. Lawleſs, Capt. Armſtrong con- 
verſed about the ſurpriſe or aſſault of the camp, and Lawleſs ob- 
ſerved, that the trees adjacem to the camp, rant 40 26 
eee 5 | 
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e the 17th May, J. n 
: Armſtrong, à note to Sefjeant Connor, -and ſhewed him a me 
morandum of the names of ſeveral Murs ha gained: over 
to the cauſe. He 25 


and whoſe honourable livery they wore. 


It would appeat, . alſo, that meetings were held where revo- 2 
|  hutioh was hatching to maturity, and at which the priſoners att: 
tended— ſome of them of a ſuperior ofder, compoſed entirely of 
_ perſons acquainted with the-interior ſecrets of the buſſieſs—the 5 | 
wretched inſtruments of treaſon, the lower orders, were to know 
nothing of the buſineſs, but the late and terrible knowledge of 
their miſery. One of theſe meetings was held in Bridesſtreet, 
about the middle of May, and a gentleman who will be brought _ 
forward, will give you an account of his having been fummoned . 
to attend this meeting, as being an officer in the Unlon Army; 
at this meeting, Mr. J. Sheares took an active part, arranging 
military plans, and fixing about the piling, which e imme & 


 Giately to take place. 


If Goverment had gotten intimate of 3 a ; 
ward, and had remained inactive, it would have betrayed the 


rights repoſed in it by the public, and would have deſeryedly 


incurred. the worſt conſequences of reſponſibility. Its members 
might then well lie under the calumnies heaped upon them for 
| _ that vigour which conſtitutes the weakneſs of treaſon ; but on 1 
tte information received, they thought it a duty imperative on , 
them to take up many, and among theſe the Mr. Sheares's 5 
Whether ſubſequent events will juſtify their arreſt, let the world 
at large pronounce. Thank God! J am enabled at this mo- 8 x 
ment to addreſs that venerable bench, and that reſpeQable ju Jury 7 3 
the conſolation that I can do. fo, finds no ſmall increaſe in the 


danger thiat threatened the exiſtence of all law, order, and juſ- 


tice in this country, which had been devoted by the diſciples of no 
French principles to all the terrors of French anarchy. Even 5: e 


we 1 nen ſhould. have a Maas 1 on 


"nt he hal 
received orders from the Extcutive Direthary; to let him know r, 
that they had appointed him to the command of the regiment in 
Which he was then but captain. Thus was reward to be held 

out, inducing wen to the baſeſt aQions, and to deluge with blood 
the coiintry, and deſert the Sovereign by WTR TOTO E 
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 theobeaſlon, if jnancant, that they have the adrantagey,of a coo! 
and impartial tribunal, whoſe prejudices or paffions will not pre- 
eipitate to judgment; and if guilty, that will gas deform and de- 


| baſsthe beauty and dignity of juſtice. | | 
V pon the order for the arreſt of the Mr. — bin if 


ve: at the houſe of Surgeon Lawleſs, in Freach-ſlreet.. Al. 
derman Alexander, who executed the arreſt on Mr. Henry 
_ Sheates, did not proceed in a ruffianly manner with pikes and 
INOS. The mild fpirit of the law ruled its agent, and juſ- 
tice took her courſe calm, firm, benignant, without being at- 
A and terror. Search for papers having been 
made, a paper was found. in a ſmall writing deſk belonging to 
- Mr, Henry Sheares, and in the hand- -writing of Mr. John Sheares. 
This imported to be a proclamation to the people of Ireland, and 
apparently intended to be inen at the momgnt wites the plan for | 
ſeizing the Caſtle, &c. ſhould be executed. 
Here Mr Attorney General read the fellovieg Nees 
or manifeſto, found at Mr. W WOW 
N us. 


ae); BE Aon} Your country is * e to 
8 be avenged. That vile goverment, which had ſo long and ſo 
'« cruelly oppreſſed you, is no morc |! Some of its molt atrocious 8 
1 _ * monſters have already paid the forfeit of their lines, and the reſt N 
| u in hor hands. The national flag the ſacred on- xM, is 
© ux chis- moment flying over the ruins of deſpotifin, and that ca- 
; nul, which. afew hours paſt had witneſſed the debauchery, 
£ eee ion "por tyrants, is now the citadel of 
A triumphant Patriotiſm and Virwe { Ariſe, then; United Sons | 
_ . we” of Ireland, ariſe like a great and powerful nation, determined! | 
j 0 livefree or die. Arm yourſelyes by every means in your 
3 benen, ad ruſh like lions on your foes. Confider that fur 
| 3 5 Eu. L every enemy you diſarm, on arm a friend, and thus become 
hs ' # doubly pourrfal./ 10 the Gaule of Liberty inadion is wa- 
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e e propetly be bee 4 
©: courage 40 prota... Let his arms be ſecured and transferre 
*10 thoſe gallant ſpirits who_ want r and will uſe them, V. 
+ Lice, wefomrig es ĩ 7 
fight, that che brave Patriot who ſurvives the preſent glotious 
| © ftraggle, and the family of him who- has fallen I 
Cee © after ll in it, all receive from the hands of a grateful ation | 
* an ample recompence out of that properey"Wijeh the crimes of 
our enemies have forfened into its hands, and his name (hall 
« be inſcribed on the great national record of Iriſh Revolution, 
« ag a glorious example to all poſterity ; but we likewiſe ſweas | 
GE puniſh robbers with death and infamy. We alſo ſwear | 
” Royer ip Ju ate Wor ey RS county is reſt 
* tored to thoſe equal rights which the God of Nature has given _ 
* to all men, until an order of things ſhall be eſtabliſhed in which | 
| * 10 ſuperiority ſhall be acknowledged among he cizrar of Bia, 


* but that of virtue and talent. . 


g eng il de energies of your fouls call forth all home» | 
« rit and abilities which a vicious government conſigned to ob- 
« ſcurity, and under the conduct of your leaders march with a 
© ſleady Rep to vittory. Hied nor the glare of a hired fol | 
Wo +2 dier or ariſtocratic yeomanry 3 they cannot fland the views 
a Ss * ſhock of freemen ; their trappings and their arms will Toon be 
. * yours 3 and the deteſted government of England, to which we - 
| © yowerernal harred, ſhall learn'that the treaſures it häuft on 
* its ed flayes for the purpoſe of buchering Iriſkmen, ht 
* but further enable us to turn their ſwords on its devoted head. | 
| < Many bf the military feel the lore of b glow within 
er and have already joined che National Standard. 
| | ® Rectine with open arms uo fllo fo glorios as ee; 
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an en bender cakes the cauſe of freedom; and 
| « ſhall be rewarded according to their- deſerts. But for the 
u reich who turns his ſword againſt his native country, let the 
7 eren find * 
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* « Attack them in every direction Ft day and by night. Awil 


L © innumerable, and with which you are better acquainted than 
4 they,. Where you cannot oppoſe them in full force, conſtantly 
4 haraſs their rere and flanks, cut off their proviſions and maga- 

. 6 zines, and prevent them as much as poſſible from uniting their 

« forces. Let whatever moment you cannot devote to fighting 

« for your country be paſſed in learning to fight for it or preparing 

« the means of war, for war, war alone, mult occupy every mind 

< and every band till its long 3 * be purged of all is 


TE” * enemies. | | | C45 
| * 3 N ; = 


Vengeance, lrihmen . your . 
Remember, what thouſands of your deareſt friends have pe- 


K — « their racking, - their torturings, their military maſſacre, and | 
—_- © their Jegal murders,—Remember O R RI” | | 

- - Is it poſhble, continued Mr. Attorney General, that any one 
EY can read or Ren to this horrid ſcroll, and not fancy be ſees irs | 
{ bo | author penning it in blood, and in anticipation, reyelling in all 
# the ſayage barbarities of revolution, while be deliberately teaches 
bloody inſtructions, which being taught, return to plague the 


>>: inventor ! This was the. e for the Iriſh Govern- | 
2 | * ; | 3 ments 


: « yourſelves of the natural advantages of your country, which are * | 


© .riſhed by their mercileſs orders—Remember their burning, 


PI 


1 . 
ment z here + was the dreadful cataſtrophe. awaiting all, honeſt, 
men; but how differently, very differently, will I diſpoſe of the Tan 
priſoners at the bar; for 1 commit them, with ſincere wiſhes 
for the manifeſtations of their i innocence, into the hands of 2 
juſt God, and to the honeſt verdidt of an humane and 2 
tial jury of their country. 

John Wallingford Armſtrong, Captain in the King 8 County: 
Militia, having been called, he gave evidence: as follows : : 


. Mr. Curran, bunte for the Paloden L ſhall aſk this gen- 


tleman one queſtion : 


"* Do you, in the prefence of this awful court declare, whe- 


ther you believe or do not believe in a God, and that there is is 


ſtate of future reward and ä | 
A. I do. 1 3 


* a 


U — 


Jon Walli 12 670 Arnyrong, Eſq. faorn. < Exart fined mY 
Vi Han iam Sauri, Ef. counſel 01 on the part of the proſecution ; 
"1 What are you ? ? 
EF Captain in the King“ a county Mittita 
Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Henry Sheares and Ke 
John Sheares, the priſoners at the bar! bs 8 
A. I am with both of them. he 
Q. Do you now ſee them? 0 
A. Yes. (Identifying the priſoners. ) 
Q. Do you recollect at what time > bow firſt beende aequuainted 


with either of them ? 


A. About the 1oth of May laſt. I made ſome notes bf the 


| e bee I had with them, at the time I had fuch conver 


ſations. . f 


Q. How did it happen your firſt acquaintance with "IR 
. A. T went to Byrne, the bookſeller's ſhop ; ; I came from 
Lehaunſtown camp. 

2. Where is Byrne's hop ? ? 

A. In Grafton-ſtreet. 


1 What did Byrne n to Joo? ? 


2 \ ny A. He 
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1 — Hz aſked 1 me if would be introduced to ie counſellors 
Sheares. I ſaid I had no objection to meet them. He aſked 
me, if I had any objection to meet them. I ſaid, not. Byrne here 
addreſſed Mr. H. Sheares i in theſe wards, „Capt. Armſtrong is a 
true brother, and you may depend on him.” My. Sheares then 
expreſſed a wiſh to poſtpone their converſation until his brother 
arrived, to which the witneſs aſſented. N 

Q. How long had you been acquainted with that Byrne? 2 

A. About two or three years, or thereabouts. 

Q. What was the occaſion of your being acquainted formerly? 
X. I generally went to Byrne's ſhop to look at books; I uſed 

frequently to go there. | 

Q. Do you recollect any n books you uſed to pur- 
chaſe? 
A. Parliamentary debates, and every political pamphilet that | 
came out, and a number of other things. 

Q. What was the occaſion of your firſt uy introduced to 
the counſcllots Sheares? 

A. I had been at Byrne's ſhop, and Byrne followed me out to 
aſk me the queſtion ; other. people were in his ſhop with them, 

Q. Were there other people in the ſhop at that time? 

A. I am not poſitive of that. | 

Q. Did you take any particular meaſures in conſequence of 
this? 

A. fas to look for Capt. Clibborn, of the King's-county ' 
militia, to ſee if he was in Dublin, and to know how I ſhould act; 
this was before I ſaid I would give the meeting. Capt Clibborn 
was an officer of our regiment, and a particular friend, and L 
| vent to conſult him what I ſhould do. 

Q. Did you ſce Capt. Clibborn ? | 

A. Yes; I told him what happened, and I aſked him for his 
5 Itold him what had happened between me and Mr. Byrne. 

Q. Can you recolle& what advice you received? 

[Queſtion objected to, as not evidence. ] 
Did you come to any determination ? 

A. It was the reſult of Mr. Clibborn's advice, that 1 ſhould 

become 3 with the Mr. Sheares's. 


Q. Whether 


| (N FE 
Q. Whether *. ever were : introduced to Mr, Shears + 


not ? s 3 | 
A. I went _ had. a | conderficion for ome u time « wk Henry 


Sheares, „ 
Q. What paſſed : 3 co ret 
i Ao Byrne introduced me to Rn in che i inner ſhop. 
Q. Do you recollect in what manner? \ 


A. Byrne mentioned my name to him, and ſaid, if we had a 
mind to chat or wiſhed to courerſe together we might. go into 
the inner ſhop. | | 

Q. Whether any thing 3 was ſaid? 

A. Says Byrne, this is Capt. Armſtroug—Capt. Armſtrong, 
this is counſellor ra mg may depend on hem, ſays + 
to Mr. Sheares. 

Q. Did any thing paſs between you and Hater Sheares?—IF 
you have any notes, you have a right to refreſh your memory. 

A. Here are my own notes, I took a ſheet of them after each 
interview I had with Mr. Sheares, and I produced the nores to | 
Col. L'Eftrange and Capt. Clibborn. W 
Q. Do you recolle& what paſſed ? 2852 | 
A. Henry Sheares ſaid, what he wiſhed to ſay to Gaze: ; 
Armſtrong, he wiſhed to ſay in the preſence of his brother 
John Sheares. | 

Q. Do you recolle& any thing — of obſervation ? 

A. Nothing; only heſaid,if Thad no objection, begged I would 
wait until his brother John came; and then I faid I had no oh- 
jection, and we both came out of the inner ſhop. \ 

Q. When did you again hold any converſation with Henry” - 

Sheares ? 
A. In a mort time afterwards, Mr. John Sheares came into 
Byrne's ſhop. - | 
Q. When John Sheares came, were you introduced in pretty 
| much the ſame manner as before ? 

A. There was pretty much the ſame introduction to John of 
me by Byrne, and then Mr. Ichn Sheares told me be ert : 


on principles very well. | : 
Q. Were you in the inner room z again.? 3 
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A. I was. The brothers were not then -both together x : 
Henry went away ſome time before John came in; and F 
left the ſhop in the interim Henry did not return to 
Byrne's that day“ — John ſaid, he was enabled by a preſſure 
of events, to make himſelf known to me, and to ſhew 
how I could aſſiſt the cauſe by joining in action, as he knew I 
bad the inclination— ſaid, I would do every thing in my power 
for him in the cauſe, if he would ſhew -me how I could do it; 
if he could ſhew me how I could ſerve him, I would do every 
thing in my power to do ſo. 

Q. In what manner did be ſpeak ; ferioufly, or in the ufual 


cans 7. 1 
A. In the uſual e faid, he would tell me at once how 


I could ſerve him He told the riſing was very near; they could 

not now wait for the French - they had determined now on a 
home exertion ; and ſaid in a particular manner, I could aid, 
conſult, and adviſe him, how to get poſſeſſion of the camp of 
Lehaunſtown - and the manner to bring about the ſoldiers in the 
camp, and aſſiſt him and his friends in getting poſſeſſion of the 
camp at Lehaunſtown, and that I was to be gratified ; and ſaid, 
he would recommend it to me, to practiſe on the privates and 
non-commiſſioned officers, as it was moſt likely they would be 
influenced by me. | 

Q. He recommended it to you to prafiſ on them particu- 
larly ? 

A. Yes. 1 do not recolle& any thing Farther, but appointing 
to meet on the enſuing Sunday morning, at his houſe in Baggot- 
ſtreet; I did not know where Meſſrs. Sheares lived till then. 
On the Sunday following I went to their houſe, and Mr. Henry 8 
Sheares only was then at home. | | 

Q. Do you know the number of the houſe ? 

A. No—lI recolle& his name was on the door] recolle& 
J had a repetition. of the converſation—Henry told me he had 
had a couverſation with his brother about his converſation with 


me, and Henry apologized to me for his not returning to 
Buyrne's 


in order to avoid proliziey the reader il be pleaſed to obſerve that 
where the word Henry is made uſe of, it implies Henry Sheares, and 
u here the name of John appears, it means John Sheares. 


co 


(a } 


Byrne's houſe; telling me, a gentlemad had come to him, and it | 
was neceſſary for him to attend a meeting or John Henry 
did not mention the name of that gentleman—Heary aſked me 


how many men there were in my regiment, and where the 
camp at Lehaunſtown was moſt vulnerable, and aſked me if it 


was poſſible to take it by Norm, and aſked me whether it would 


be beſt to take it by form or by frratagem, and aſked, me to tell 


him the counterwword do not recollect any thing until John 


came — the laſt cdnverſation was juſt before John came in. 


Henry made a repetition of what had paſſed between John and 


me before John aſked me in the preſence of Henry, if I knew 
the number of United Iriſhmen helonging to the King's coun- 


ty Militia; F told him I did not—John ſaid he thought I could - 


make a good many United Iriſhmen of the ſoldiers in my re- 


giment I ſaid I was afraid of committing myſelf with any of 


them; but if I knew any p:«ticular men, I would try what I 


could do with any of them ; John ſaid, I ſhould endeavour what 

I could to work on them, and ſaid he believed he could inform 
of ſome whom I could depend upon, and told me it was their 
intention to ſeize the camp at Lehaunſtown, and the Artillery 
at Chapelizod, and the Caſtle of Dublin, in one night, and to 
allow an hour between ſeizing the camp at Lehaunſtown, and 
the artillery at Chapelizod, and one hour and. half between 
ſeizing the artillery at Chapelizod, and the Caſtle of Dublin; 


ſo that both the rifings ſhould come into Dublin, at one time. 
John told me, if I called on him at eleven o'clock that night, 


he would give me the names of the men of my own regiment, 
I promifed kim to meet him in the morning. He told me a+ 
man would call on me for a paſs ; I told him I would give it 
him; he ſaid, I might converſe with that man, and ſaid, evhen _ 
that man returned to the camp, I might converſe with him without - 
reſerve. I always communicated the particulars of every inter- 

view I had with the Sheares' to Captain Clibborn, and to Co- 


lonel L'Eftrange, the Colonel of my regiment. On the Wed- 


neſday following, the 16th of May, Colonel L*Eſtrange ex- 


preſſed his ſurpriſe that no ſoldier had called on me for the 


| paſs, and begged I would go to Dublin and find out the reaſon ; 
for I had expected the man to * on me for the paſs on the 


Mo nday » 


„ 

Monday and Tueſday. On the Wedneſday I came to Dublin, 
went to Sheares? houſe, neither of them was at home. I ſaw 
a ſervant and left word I would be there between five and fix | 
in the evening; at which time I called, was ſhewn into the li- 
brary, John told me his brother Henry was taken very ill. 
John ſaid he wanted to introduce me to a gentleman ; ſaid he 
was going to organize the people at Cork ; ſaid they meant to 
have the riſing at Cork at the ſame time with the other regi- 
ments; but ſaid he could not give me the names of the men; and 
added, that they only waited for the Zxecutive to fix the day 
for the riſing. 

Q. What did John — mean by the word Executive ? 

A. I do not know what he meant. 

Q. (Put by the Jury.) What did you underſtand the meaning 
of the word Executive to be ? 

A. I underſtood it was the Excrutive Directory. I 0 
ſtood they were ſitting in Dublin. John appointed me to meet 
him the next day, and ſaid he would introduce me to a gentle- 
man. Henry was not preſent at this meeting. I went to 
Sheares's the next day, and I met both the brothers on Thurſ- 
day 17th of May, but I don't recolle& any converſation till the 
' gentleman came, and on his coming, the two Mr. Sheares's 
introduced me to him as Mr. Lien. a relation of Lord Clon- 
curry. | 

Q. You underſtood his name was LawkeG'! ? 

A. Ves. Mr. Lawleſs told me he had been in company 
with the deputies of almoſt all the militia regiments in Ireland, 
and faid, Mr. Sheares has the names of the two deputies, and 
if I called between five and fix he would get the names of the 


N two deputies for me. 


Q. (From the Court.) Were both the Sheares' s preſent at 


that converſation ? 


A. Yes. 
Q. Had you the names of the men who were deputies from 


your regiment? 
A. Lawleſs ſaid he would obtain their names from a man 


* had been very active in 2 United Iriſhmen in ſeveral 
regiments, 


. 
regiments, who had made ſome United Irifhenen i in every regi - 
ment which had been in Dublin, for two years paſt. On that 
day Henry Sheares ſaid, all the regiments were completely or- 
ganized,. all the captains and adjutants were appointed. On my 
going away John gave me a note of introduction to Sergeant 
Connor of the King 8 County Militia, and ſaid I _ _— 
on him. 

Q. (Put by the Jury. ) 1s it in Mr. John Sheares s hand writ- 
ing ? 

2 do not know; ; John Sheares aſced me e if! would hs a 
note to introduce me to Sergeant Connor. 

Q. Had you any converſation about the camp atLehaunſtown? 

A. Ves; he ſaid the trees at the end of the camp would be a 
very convenient place for hanging the Rr ; he ſaid this in the 
preſence of the two Sheares'. tick 

Q. What was to be done at the camp at the ribag ? 

A. I was told by John Sheares, I was to ere& a fandard on 
the night to be fixed on for the attack on the camp, I was to ere 
the fandard which would be joined by United lriſhmen, and no 
other perſon was to be ſuffered to join the ſtandard until the at- 
tack—He ſaid, he would give me the names of the private men in 
our regiment. I underſtood that Sergeant Connor and one Cam- 
finer were the two deputies of the King's-connty Militia that 
Lawleſs meant; Lawleſs ſaid the names of thetwo deputies would 
be given to me; theſe were the two names that were given to me. 
On the Friday I could not find Connor; but on the Saturday 1 
| ſhewed him the note; I aſked him 1. he knew Mr. Jokn: Sheares 
he ſaid he did. e 

Q. Whari is become of that Connor ? 

A. I helieve he is in confinement, Connor told we he bad | 
got a paſs togo to Dublin the next day on the next day ( Sunday) 
I called on Sheares. I told Henry Sheares what had happened 
between Connor and me, and that he would not know me. Henry 
ſaid, he was much ſurpriſed at that, and recommended caution to 
me, and ſaid that the Government had thought them inactive, and 
ſaid a man was out of Lehaunſtown with Connor, but that I 
would find no difficulty in converſing with Connor, on his return 
to the camp. John Sheares then produced a letter out of his 


. \ 


gf 0 
1 


„ 


os 9 named of three niore men io our reginient, 

o were United Iriſhnen; John ſaid, I night depend that the 

mern in our regiment were United Iriſhmen. He gave me the 

names of two ſergeants in our regiment. John told me he would 
e Lawlels's that day; and he had a lid of all the men; and. 


for me to call at night and he would get it for me. He told me 5 


thatthey had come to the reſolution to appoint me to the command 
of the King's- county Militiay and faid I * promiſe eyery 
man who joined me a portion of land in the Kings county. He 
told me che bid Tiewtehant evonld be billed, and that all the privy 
council would be killed ſeparately at their oe houſes. This was the, 
_ onverfation df JohnSheares, and Henry was preſent at this con- 
verſation; and John further ſaid, that when the privy council | 
were all ſeized, - there would be 00. perſons then to iſſue orders 
from ; and (aid that there was a ſufficient number; of houſes in 
| Baggot-ſtreet to ſhoot from on thoſe ſoldiers, who ſhould fly from 


the canip;and were not in their intereſts and faid, that through all = 


Ireland the military men would join them, Said ſeveral men in 
Aifferent regimenti had previous aotioe of the riſing of the regis 
ments; and char the regimeats would be diſperſed off; John 
' Gheares ſaid this in che preſence of kis brother. 

. Did e e why the ain „. 
eee 9 20 

A. — towntey people ee e er 
- tous, and that they threatened to give up their arms, and take 
theoathof allegiance, if the ju did not immediately, take places 
John ſaid this in preſence of his brother Henry; and then Henry 
_  Sheares told me a ſervant of his was a very great coward," but 
was eee e e e 

W bim at Corx. 

5 . Did-you communicate to Capt, Clibbora and Col, L El. 
r the purport of every mike you had. mich the 
ee e ! 

A. I did. 1 tene tb n 
„ where I received a wound in 
my thigh. I went into the Londonderry volunteers, and as I 
8 r Twas n 
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= O. Dia you ever hear of cho Mr. Sheares's afterwards 2-1" 2 —.— 2 
3 Ves, I ſaw John Sheares, in is guard-room, at 0 
the Caſtle. On the morning of the laſt converſation, John 
| Gheares was made a priſoner. On my ſeeing him in the officers . 
a guard · room, at the Caſile, he aſked me if his brother had been 
taken up; I told him I did not know. John ſaid to me he hoped . 
. | that the paper was not taken; for if it was he would be commuted. 
Hie aſked me whether his papers were taken. I ſaid I did not 
Rs les een for one paper would commit him. 
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Croſs examined by John ur- cum Ele A 0 wo 
Q. What countryman are you? 3 2 X G8 a N 
fl A. An Iriſhman; I was born in the Kg armed 7. 5 

Ho old are zen? 3 15 | 

A. Twenty-ſeven.” ot N eee fi 131 

Q. Had you any 'berehi \s \ hm 8 4 

A. I had; every thing I have was hereditary. > 9:44 

Q, Has the eſte e booe youeameof ge? . "> 

"IS 7 | "4 


Q Had you been in any Amy Men before you were s 
captain in the King's-county militia? | eee : 


A. Yes, in various places. - 
Q. Mention them as well as you can oled? 144.24 15 1 2A 
85 A. I have been in the 2 gin an n regiment i — 
1 l N 1 

Q bo you recolle& how i it happened you came © to keys the CA 4 


concrete e - 1 
A. I having Buſineſs in 1 to obtin 
1 that was the cauſe of y leaving Os . 


ſetſhire regiment. 1 
Q. Vive yo t lies lfghed thats the ce of you 1 
quitting the Somerſetſhire regiment!!ü 7 
A. I de rot recolle® cer giving any other reaſon. 5 
Te „ 
A. nn: b 5 
Q. You do not fivear poitively you never did? © 
aa | 
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— venture to fwear poſitively you never Wa? 5 
A. In jeſting I might have ſaid ſomething elſe. 
1 It is my duty to croſs-examine you, in order 0 your 


5 — to the teſt: do you deelare poſitively you never _ 


auy other reafon for leaving the 8omeiſetſnite regiment? | 
X. Featinbt ſwear poſitively w ILdid or not. 
Hane you ever been in the South Middlefex regiment? 
A. I ent to London, but 1 did not join the regiment. 
» Qi White you were a youth, pon your afth did you bflicve | 
in the exiſtence of a God, and believe b Is a TRE or future 
piper arm ata RR ILL 
A. Yes. | . 7-2 
Upon your cath tt vou . 2 chat? , ; 
A. I believe I always did. | 
Q. I wiſh to have your anſwer perfect ant . : cid you 
_ always confeſs your belief in. the exiſtence of a God, and of a 
Rate of future reward and * 5 3 
A. I do ſay ſo. To : T0355 44 3; | 
Q. From your education you ought to de the moral 
obligation of an oath ; Areale. fir, yow york . N 
upon it? 4 
A. I have always Won of i it "wich great e 
Qi By virtue of your oath, have you ever erred ar other 
' ſentiments of the moral obligation of an oath? " 
A. 1 never did as I recolled. © 6 
Q Will you ſay upon your oath, that you panes Ao ar that 
an oath ought to bind no longer than it was convenient: 2 
A. Upon my oath I never did: _ | 
Did you ever deride the moral obligation of « an nk? 
A. No. | 
Q. Do you know a gentleman of the name of Bide? 
A. F was in company with him. 
Q Dich: converſe w_ the moraloblignton of cath? | 
Q Were ener rin company nith hin in Cork within the 


Aaft fix months? of N e 
A. I was. 1855 
. — ; 


; | 
5 FETs ( a7 1 6 
- Q Weng the chamber of Mr. Dye "ith bm ge 


. was 1 8 W 
& Had you a meien with him, about an- oak? 5 | 


A. doe nat recollect. 
Q. Will you upon your 0 = you "id. not fork iq mY 


1 contempt of the obligation of an \aath 2... 5 n 1 25 | 


A. I am confident I never did - 
Q Were you ever in the South Middleles Regiment!“ 


A. I never joined that Regiment. 

2. You mentioned you were much in the habit of El 
palltgent pamphlets from Byroe thn Bookſeller „ 

A. I did ſay ſo. a | 2 Ms” 

| Q. You were ia the habit af a in, eien? 28 Go 1 

A. I was, -. 55 


e _ in the habit of e your own dental | 


bea ae, touching the affairs of this country ? 


A. I have ſpoken to my friends upon that fubjeRt a6 as wills 6 


upon other ſubje Sts. 
Q. Let me aſk you, were your, e in 7 wink 

the conduct of the — of this er e Wit hy . 

A. On the contrary. 1 
Q. Was chat the = mom loaf your cri 1 5 

company? L : nw. 1 | NC es te | 1 2 f 
A. Generally, . | : 


Q. Was your e > wy * Pt the deer, 0 


A. Not very ſtrong, but it generally had that tendencye 
Q. You kept from Fury thing i e to. yourſelf? — 
e 
Q. You make up 8 the e toaſts ſometimes? 


A. Sometimes a little gayly over 2 glaſs of Wine. 1 oe: . f 
Q. Had you a little favourite toaſt. of bypoeriſy? 1 wk 1 * 5 tg 


A. I have drank the toaſt as it was goivg round, 5 
Q. Did you drink the toaſt of the kings of r 01 if 


A. I have drank that toaft. 1 nd 7 DR ne 


Q. AﬀeRionately always ? _ 3 
A. I cannot ſay with any great -aFfeQions "he Kh of fag: 


kad I regard: I have drank the toaſt an Ci own Kiog ae, | 1 


Q. Have. 
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2. Have you had much political converſation with Byrne th the 
Bookſeller ? : 

A. Except when buying of books, | 

- Q. Bogkſellers ſeldom go further than the Title Page of a 
book 3 you did not make any profeſſion of your politics to him? 

A. I did not. Byrne aſked me, if I would be introduced to 
Counſellor Sheareb. 1 knew Byrne before he introduced me to 
Counſellor Sheares ; my introduction to them came originally 
from Byrne; the converſation about being introduced to Sheares 
orzginated with Byrne, and not with me—and IO: pro- 
poſed it I faid I had no objection. | | 

Q. Do you know Mr. Thomas Drougit. ? 

A. I do. * 

Q. Had you converſations wht hin? 

A. Fhave had ſome common-place converſations, ofter I met 


| with che eeltta of being ounded in top thighs Les this 
lodging in Grafton-ſtreet. i 


Q. Did youtel kim any thing ot two countrymen who were | 
hanged? 

A. F told bin about three e J | ; 

Q. Did you tell him, you woubt hang three open: ; 

A. I did not ſay ſo. : | 

Q. Did you fay they deſerred hanging 2 7 

A. I did fay that; two of the men when es had green > 
eockades in their hats; one of the three men was banged, one 
was whipped, and one I ſaid deſerved hanging. 

Q. Did not Mr. Thomas Drought make ſome obſervations 
to you about the cruelty of that buſineſs ? | 

A. I do not recollect. „5 

Q. Did he not ſay to you, my dear couſin, . puniſhment | 


do you not expect hereafter for ſuch conduct? 


- A. I ſwear he did not ſay that. 

Q. Or any thing ta that effect? 

A. I do not remember his having ſaid it it. 

Q. Did you not ſay to him, I thought, "couſin, you knew my 


ſentiments too well on the RS forme rewands and — 


A. Les not recole. e Self ee 1 
„ Q. Did 


(2 * 1 

| Q Did you never converſe with! har: Dragon the fe 
of a future exiſtence ? How long ago was ſuch a converſation? 
A. I remember I called to him as he paſſed by my lodgings 
in Grafton-ſtreet, ſince I was wounded, but I don't know the 
day of the month; W 
the battle at Wexford. | 

pa yo ener el in you kn my ee. 
turity? 255 . | £1 00 
A. I faid no ſuch thing. 


Q. Have you ever been in any civico oe corps under + 


Hamilton Rowan ? 


A. I never was in his corps. 93 8 
Q. Do you oe A corps * the national _ in 


"24608 | 
A. Ido 3 ws 


1 was recruiting ; I was not in that corps, - of the onifores” 4 1 1 


of that corps; I never made up a coat far-the purpoſe. 

4: Q. Did yon in 1792 ere, 
with the buttons ſtamped with . | 
A. I never did. : 

. Do you ire wearing an green on? 

A. No. 


| Croſs examination. 


1504 by Greys Penſenby, Efq. counſel fs the cy” 
2 8 0 Sheares. 


Q. Do you recolle& faying to Mr. „ or any other 


perſon, that it was in your power to bring over the King's a 


County Militia ? 8 
A. I never ddt. 
Q. Did you never ſay if thers was no other SR — 
the k of England's head, you would do it rye! 185 
A. I never did ſay ſo. Es 
Q. Are you Sy you never faid that * 
A. I am, 5 
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— digig 8 auen read i 
Fine Rights of Man, and Paine's Age of Reaſon ? 
A. I have read e. . and alſo bis Age of 
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1 Neeaſon. x 3000 77 
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_ £ El The witneſs withdrew. | 5 
d Mins ee at ran.” 4,0 


| Examined by Jon war Eſq. Sudden the part of *. 


. proſecution. , 
Q Were you in company with either of the reren at the f 


bar? 

A. Yes, with Joh a. i the wont of My E=. 
houſe. in Bride. Arcen? | 3573 W 
ae e e 

A. A perſon called on me to go there. e 


Q What number of perſons. were there ? | 

. I do not recallect, here wry mor than b. 
Q Did you know any of them: 

A. John Sheares was there. Ro 

Q. Do you know a perſon of the name of Reynolds? 

A. I do not know the of all the perſons that NG 
there; there was à man there of the * and a man 
of the name of M Cl un.“ | | | 
Q Do you recollect any other perſon ? 5 | 
A. Mr. John Sheares was there, he wrote down ſomethipg 
on paper; the paper contained an account of the number of 
United Iriſhmen in the county of Dublin; their number was 
to be aſcertained by the perſons who attended at that meeting. 

_ The return of the number of United Pihmen 2 was | 
1108. 


N wee 


. The name e of MiCtune, was written on his back of _ a letter, written 
by Ich Sheares, and found in his poſſeſſion when n ſee the | 
view: 3 proved on this * 


* 
* 


4 1 0 127) Rs 


Q Were the numbers hed en beer l 22 ab. 55 8 
A. I was not near enough ta read what was written a go; BL - 
but I ſaw pen; ink, and papel: i in John Shearet 's hand,” and he 
return were handed up to John Sheares, and Mr. Lawleſs wrote 
doin the numbers. I remained io he room about an hour. : | 
Q What deſeription of men were they at that meeting? 
of TO ORE EATIRINY Eren ; 
oer n 2356 9 0 Wc n . 5 
"0 ry you brovglit- Fa ad an PP E362 eg > 155 bop | a 
[This queſtion was ern to, ] 1 10 
Q. Were they all otheers?; +. |) - 2 
A. A Mr. Paul wa coloceh oe | 
| Q. Colonel W 
A., Of the United Iriſhmen's/arm WW 


W 4 „„ Ns 


2 Did you make any return of 2 number of United lit 
men in any particular diſtriQ ? BE "aft ol 


; , EEE EY * 4 
A. I did. 9 : : : 1 


N 3 S..F"\ 
* 4. 167 4 1 41 } 


Q. Do you Wee 1 e of all tbe 
United Iriſhmen in the county of Dublin i: 1 
A. Ido not recollect. . 0 Tags Fo: b 43 
Q. Who ſent you there? . . | 


Ni 1 * 


A. A perſon called on me to goto chat Tinh Aron * 44 
near-Bride-ſireet. I leſt them bebind me; I.did uot uy e. 
he the men were there before me, · 1 7-1. hired KAY". 2 1 2" 

Qu Jury) Did you hold any commiſſign, yaurſede? dub . = 


Mr. Curran. The wen $ is vot bound to anſmerany queſtiog. | 
to criminate himſelf, 3 | - 
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Ecamined by Rot Moy * 9 | x ES 
Pele tolebiltion, +” . „ * 
FX. N 56 * * 8 4 1 ' 
Q Pleaſe, Sir, wil Gs n i ä Ta, W9 4 - 
(A paper handed to this gentleman. ).-- 3 
"ao ] have ſeen it before. 1 got it in the houſe of Mr. Shane, 


the priſoner at the ber, in Baggot-ſiteet 3 I found it here Rs E . 


— 


W | | 
among his papers on the 21ſt of oy laſt, i JC + 2 On 
bs E 1 1 95. % 
© nee of 8 WE CER 3 wann 
Q In.what part of the houſe? 0 e e 
, 5 > 2 * 5 7 bes. 2 G -. 
# 5 * 4 P 0 : 
4 if ED : 
N 4 oO”; 
2 * : * . 
1 


| 1 

A. In the ſtreet parlour, i in a ſmall writing-box on the table ; 
a great number of books were in that room. 

Q. Did you ſee either of the Mr. Sheares's there? 

A. Yes, Mr. Henry Sheares. I told him I had a ſtate war- 
rant to apprehend him. I told him it was my ditto examine 
all his papers; he told me, he had no paper that cold injure him. 
I found this paper there. I put the initials of my name upon 
this paper, W. A. The box in which I found it was not lock- 
ed; it was ſhut down; it was under a little e e inſide 


of the box. 
Croſs examined. 


Examined by William Plunket, 1 counſel for hoy priſoners. | 


-: Did Heary Sheares . r attempt to ſecrete oy : 
papers ?- e 
A. No, fir. 7 a 
Q. Were you at the door any time before you were lt i in ? 
A. Not more than three or four minutes. 
Q. Might Mr. Sheares have had time to ſecrete or deſtroy 
this paper ? 
A He certainly wicket. 
Q. Could he have made his eſcape ? 
4. Ido not think he could; for I had guard at the front and 
Fi 1 5 rere of his houſe. He made no attempt to make his eſcape. ' 
| Q. After he went to the parlour, did ke ſcem apprehenſive of 
the conſequence of that paper? _ 
A. I cannot ſay he did. 
<Q At what time in the morning ths U this ? 
A. At eight o'clock in the morning. 
Q. Did you rap at the door in the uſual way! 5 
. I rapyed ia the inal why 3 Td, ſoldiers at each fide 


of the houſe, 
5 it in the front parlour you found thi paper? 


A. Tes. 


Jon Dwyer, Eſq. fworn. 
Examined by Mr. Stewart. | 
Q. Are you acquainted with the hand- writing of John and 


een Sheare ? | 
A. Ian, 


. ren | 5 
Trp od u. Adm Atrial, | 
Mfr, John Seeg e * es May, was prpduced 0 m: 


witneſs, 5 . * L 
Mr. Deke: Saas" my recelleftion of Mr. John Sbearess 5% 
hand writing, I believe this paper to be Mr. John Sheares's 
hand writing, I dp believe it to be his hand writing, I am very 
well acquainted with. his hand writing, having ſeen him write.— 
Another paper handed to this witneſs, containing returns: A the 
number of United Iriſhmen wrote on the back of a letters alſo 
proved to be the hand writiag of John Sheares. Anqubep. paper . 
handed to this witneſs, being a letter written by John Sheares, L 
to a Mr. Cormick of Thomas-ftreet, to introduce him to Captain - 
Armſtrong, found in ſaid Cormick's * allo we oh to be 
the ſaid John Sheares's hand 8 | 


| Croſs Examination by Mr Porſonly, 


. an you bo in the habit of intercourſe with John _ 
Henry Shexres, ars they men of integrity? ? 
- A. I never met men of mare integrity in money 1 


This gentleman haying proved the proclamation and declata- 
tion, to be the hand writing of John Sheares, it was read in eri- 


dence, and was the paper found by Alderman Alexander, inthe | 
priſoners houſe, PO TY 
e in his ſtatement. EEE 5 | 


Wien lm Archery Ela. f. Corn. Ls _ WEE 4 


Q Where did you ye tht paper? 


IA leiter in the hand writiog of Jobn Sheares prodyged * 


A. I broke open the door of Mr. John M*Cormick of Thos 
was-ſtreet, by War ef = wer een 
of high-treaſon ; and on ſearching his papers I found this gen? 
. John Sheares, iis direQted 10 Captain Am ö, 


8 . 


. 
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* Dear Sir, 'Y 
- Ile is year Gonbddatt 6 guiidhinds ow. 
* whom you may rely; Ws. Cornieh.—Conner' ey ant rome» 
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Tem de. i 
e JOHN, SHEARES. | 
T0 Captain Armſtrong ; 
of the King's County Mh. e 


Mr. Saurin, This leter was foand in che houſe of M Cor. 
. RIDER June.” 


Major Sirr, ſworn. 


* 


Examined by the Atorny Gone: 


Qi. Who did you arreſt at the houſe of Mr. Lawleſs of 
French-ftreet, ſurgeon ? b a 
A. Mr. John Sheares the priſoner at the bar; aaa 
ſearching his pocket, a letter, with memorandums written on the 
- back of it (containing returns ol the number of nnn. 


men. t) 
D Where is Surgeon Lawleſs? 
A. I made „ ann 


en Ea, 
Examined by Leonard M*Nally, Eſq. 
Q. How long after you apprehended John Sheares, did you 
find this written paper, now n ? . 
A. Immediately, * 


* This Connor un e ee tiene in the parol tellimony of Capt. 
_ Armſtrong, and cotroborates his evidence, 

1 This Letter with the return of United Iriſhmen, wrote by hn 
Sheareg, allo corroborates the Oy: of Capt. e | 


n Np 3 
A. Immediately. 1 ſearched him directly on u ſeizing * 15 Y 
eook the paper out of his pocket; I W me what | 
papers he had, and he delivered them. 
Q. Was it at Mr. Lawlefs's houſe you got the papers from the 
_ priſoner? | 
A. Yes. It A llketer directed to Mr. John W and 
on the back of it were memoranduins in his hand- writing. | 
Q. De you recolle& your ſearching Mr. Lawlefs's * be- 
fore you arreſted John Sheares ? 
A. I was ſearching for papers when John Sheares rede the ? 
door. A gentleman with me opened the door to him; I then 
| told John Sheares he was my priſoner. 
Q. Was there any attempt to eſcape made by the a> 
A. No. | 
Q. You were pretty well known as a public officer to the pri- 
' Toner, and yet he did not attempt to fly? 


A. By no means, he did not. 1 
. Q. You had your eye on Mr. Sheares the whole time f 
ſearching the papers, he did not ſecrete any, he had an "oppor: 
page Se deſtroying or tearing papers ? A 8 55 1 
A. He did not attempt to do it to my knowledge,” 1 1 
Q. (Fut by J. Sheares.) 1 ow wy Rx 1 8 | 
with you? 83 | > 


9 


A. 1 cannot fay you did. 
The paper found on Jobs Sheares, was read i in court, and 
is as follows, on the back of a Je; Rm John : 


Sheares. 55 | 
Wen, 
Garrety, N 2 1200 | 
; Howard, „ - | 1 100 5 . 


ND. S 1." i 
M' Donald, N — ; 


D. Wilkinſon, , * 2100 » 
M'Clune, 3 —V — 
| Total, e ar i 3 
| w.. | 
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Mr. uber- We Yall cow produce Captain Cithori to cor 
| Fiddrate the teſtimony given by Cape. Armſtrong, r 


Ju. c, ER Tworn, 
| Examined by l.. Suri. 


"a; You are, fir, in an officer? 
A. Yes, a captain in the King's County ies. 1 
 Q, Are you acquainted with Captai Armſtrong? 5 
A. Iain, fir. 
Q. Did he apply to you on any particular occaſion in the. 
month of May laſt? 
A. He did after the beginning of May. 
Q. Upon what ſubje& did he apply to you? | 
A. Capt. Armſtrong ſaid he had been at Byrne's the Bookſel- 
ler, and Byrne-aſked him if he would be introduced to the V eſſrs. 
Sheares's, and Armſtrong ſaid be had no objection. I told him 
TL could ſee no objection to his meeting any man; he faid he had 
a habit of ſaying fooliſh unwiſe things which hurt him with the 
regt. I ſaw no more of him, he ſaid he wiſhed to ſay ſomething to 
Colonel Leſtrange that night—I adviſed him to defer ſpeaking 
to the colonel till the morning, I aſked him to breakfaſt with us, 
Amſtrong and I went to Colonel Leſtrange. He told the Col. 
he had met Counſellor Sheares at Byrne's, and was introduced 
by Byrne to Sheares, that Henry Sheares deferred ſpeaking on 
particular buſineſs till John Sheares came and ſaid, John arrived 
and ſpoke to him about the King's County regiment, and in ge- 
neral wanted to perſuade Armſtrong to bring over the King's 
County militia regiment. Having mentioned to Colonel Le- 
ſtrange, a buſineſs of this ſort, it was agreed that Armſtrong 
ſhould have the meetings with Sheares's, and Armſtrong regular- 
ly ſpent the evening with Colonel Leſtrange and me, and ſtated 
© what had paſſed every day—He had the meetings every night - 
Armſtrong met the Sheares's four or five times, and then called 
on Colonel Leftrange and me; and produced notes of what cons 
verſation he had with Sheares ; and mentioned them to us. Cap- 
tain Armſtrong \ was nn well e, with me. 3 
Croſs 
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cus Examined by Me, nn. 
Q. You fay be regularly told you what paſſed. How long 
© Was it before he produced the note:? 

A. About gleyen or twelve days. | 
Q When he came to the Carp, Gabe tl you every ap h 
dined at the Mcfirs, Sheares's ? | 
oy He Fd be r. Ge thr 0 Sud befor be was | 


< # 7 — * * * 


apprehended. 
mp. vs bet ali at the nis ef M 
mas, ſhortly before Sheares was taken into cuſtody ? 1 — 2 


A Yes; 1 ads is a e, in * * 


* 


| Me. Willie, de. . 


FCC 
A. eee May 1798, 8 . 


*. . Mord tn cur 10 adjour 6 exday. 


| Lord eee be der for the als of nile fas 
| pad 10 promote the peace and rranquility of this country, not to 
adjourn, d to aviceges Hor . 
Way anions eee | e | 
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8 — Ela — — Lord and 2 of the * 
. Ian counſel for the priſoners 


1 * 1 of counſel for 838 
called upon to go into evidence on their behalf, at this late hour, 


I feel myſelf uoable to go into the priſoners caſe, ſo fully as other 
wiſe 1 mig. My clients have had peculiar difficulties to labour 
under, the extreme circumſtances of the times, in which you, 
- gentlemen of the jury, are to pals judgment upon their lives, I do 
believe, geatlemen of che jury, you will not ſuffer any extrinſic | 


„ 

circomftance to have the leaſt weight in your judgment. —I do 
not think that in theſe times any twelve men can be found wholly 
free; m the caſe of any man accuſed of raiſing a rebellion which 
now prevails in this country, whatever degree of underſtanding 
may be attributed to you, I cannot perſuade myſelf it is poſſible 
for you to come to, this trial with the ſame coolneſs as at other 
times. I know extremely well it is not an eaſy matter to con- 8 
duct a proſecution of this kind, and I know the caſe of the pri- 


1 ſioners too well to ſuppoſe them criminal. Our duty is to have 


* 
4 *% 
4 


this trial maturely inveſtigated z the indiQment accuſes the ptiſon- = 
ers of two ſpecies of high treaſon ; the firſt is of compaſling and 
-Imaginiog the death of the king; the ſecond is for adhering to the 


king's enemies. Iwill, gentlemen of the jury, under the direction 


of the court, in point of law, offer ſome obſeryations on theſe 
two ſpecies of treaſon. The firſt charge is of compaſſing and 
imagining the death of the king---to imagine the death of the 
. king, makes the perſon guilty liable to the penalties of treaſon ; 
but I wiſh you to conſider, gentlemen of the jury, whether it be 
poſlible from the nature of the evidence, that has been adduced 
to prove the priſoners at the bar guilty of treaſon ; in point of 
law, they have not been guilty of compaſhng or imagining the 
death of the king, To compaſs and imagine the death of the 
King is no myſteriouſly angling of the law; there is no ſuch thing 
alleged, as the death of the actual perſon of the king, there 
has been no actual diſſolution of the lawful king by violent means. 


in he — this realm of Ireland where his majeſty's perſon never is 


and never does exiſt, how can it be ſaid the priſoners imagined 
his death? The overt acts are confined to this realm where 
the natural perſon of the king never does exiſt. 1 know 
extremely. well that in England that may be a charge, which if 
well eftabliſhed of compaſſing or imagining the death of the king, 
uud the fact can be well proved by the overt act, as the king re- 
fides in England, the indictment will be good—but in point of 
aw it is abſurd to ſay that in Ireland a man may be guilty of im- 
priſoning the king in England and guilty of compaſſing or imagin- 
ing of his death; will it amount in point of law to compaſſing the 
king's death, to change the public meaſures, in England? that 
does not amount to imagining or compaſſing his death; and the 

1 i | reaſon 


| 

1 

1 
4 
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reaſon of gl ths ix plain; the king's reſidence is not in esd. 1 _ 


—— 


would not in point of law be a difſolutioa of his perſon ; nt d | 


ſuppoſe ſuch a crime was committed by any man, I deſire to kn 


how ſuch a crime could be conſtrued to be compaſling the death of 


the king; the king not being in Ireland, is not within the reach 
of any perſon in Ireland. There has been no natural diſſolution of 


the lawful perſon of the king; in England, it cannot by law be 


aid that the overt act laid in the preſent indigent, charging the 
priſoners in Ireland with imagining his death, can be ſupported. 


Let me put this caſe in another point of view ; if the overt act 
laid in the indictment was good in law, where is the proof of any 


compaſſing or imagining the death of the king in England? Sup» 


poſe in the iſland of Jamaica or in St. Vincent's, at the diſtance of 


4000 miles from England, which is under the common law of 
England, and the overt act was laid in this caſe, and if there 


was a rebellion there it would not in my judgment amount to the | 
imagining or compaſling the death of the king in England; if 


this conſtruction be true, how can the priſoners here in Ireland be 


ſaid to compaſs or imagine the death of the king in England? but 
if the conſpiracy had been by a perſon in England and the king 


was in the ſame kingdom, there the caſe would be quite different. 
In the preſent caſe the overt act is ſtated to be the compaſling or 
imagining in Ireland, the death of the king in England, but there 


has been no evidence given to ſupport that count in the preſent. 2 


Is it for you, gentlemen of the jury, to ſay upon your conſcience 


that there has been evidence given, againſt the priſoners at the | 


| bar, that they did compaſs or imagine the death of the king? there 
is not a tittle of evidence to ſupport that ccunt in the indictment. 
This is a ſpecies of treaſon in my apprehenſion can ſcarcely be 


ſupported as referring to Ireland, at a great diſtance from the per- 


ſonal reſidence of the king, it is a mere oonſtruction of law. Now, 


| gentlemen, are you to ſuppoſe the king's goxerament leſs guarded | 


in many ioftances than it is, and by conftruio of Jaw to ſay, that 
in Ireland the priſoner has been guilty of this' dun laid i in the 


indictment of compaſſing or imagiaing the death af the kingin: 
England. A conſpiracy in England againſt the king. reſident 5 
there, is the compaſſing and i "magining his death by the "LP ok 3 8 


er 5, 


4 
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Gentlemen of the jory, the next charge againſt the prifonere ut 
the bar is, the adhering to the king's enemies. The ĩndictment 


Nntes, that there is a war exiſting with the perſons exerciſing 
the powers of Government in France j but there has not in the 
eourſe of this trial been a fingle evidence adduced to prove that 
the priſoners at the bar did adhere to the king's enemies, exer- 

eifing the powers of government in France. No witneſs has been 
brought forward to prove there has been any communications 
between the priſoners at the bar, and the perſons exerciſing the 
powers of government in France ; there has been no evidence 
given of the perſons having had any intercourſe with any fo- 
reign enemy of his majeſty ; the witneſs has expreſsly fworn, 
that no foreign force was expected, and they intended to act by 
domeſtic force alone; (ſee the evidence of Armſtrong,) you do 
not find a trace of the priſoners adhering to the king's foreign 
enemies, although the indictment exprefaly charges the priſoners 
with adhering to the king's foreign enemies. Can you find on 
your oaths that the priſoners did adhere to the king's foreign 
enemies ? the witneſſes ſay they intended to refort to domeftic 
force alone. If you ſhould be inclined to believe the evidence, on 
the part of the crown, criminality on the part of my client, is not 
that crime for which he is indicted. It is probable if the crime 
committed by my client be inveſtigated, he may be proceeded 
againſt by the laws in another manner ; the crime being not the 
ſame as charged in this indictment, if you believe him guilty of 
2 thouſand other crimes, it does not go to that charged againſt 
bim, in this inditment ; he may appear never to have commit- 


ted any criminal a& at all. Iwo crimes have been imputed to 


my clients; the firſt is compaſling and imagining the death of the 
Ling, and the other the adhering to the king's enemies; here, 
gentlemen, Jet me obſerve, feeling the unhappy ſituation of 

theſe two gentlemen, the priſoners at the bar, that they ſtand 
charged for exciting the preſent unhappy rebellion, which now 
exiſts in this country, it is natural you ſhould feel ſtrong reſent - 
ment againſt all perſons. aiding and aſſiſting in the rebellion ; yet 
| If the evidences do not ſupport the charges laid in the indiQ- 
ment againſt the priſoners, you will not convict them, although 


8 been guilty of other crimes, but not in the manner 
as 


cm) 


ee tuns is dhe preſent | indictmemt. eme of desen ©. 
the king's enemies may be proved by witneſſes in different ways, 


Although the priſoners may be guilty of another ſpecies of trea- 


charge in the preſet indictment; in my apprehenſion there- 
fore you cannot convict them of thoſe Tan tia wy 
ſoa av ulleged apainſt them in the indictment, . 
3 . province'ts exphtiatson 


dhe evidences which have been given, that will be ih the hands 
of anocher gentleman who-will ſpeak to evidence after the wit- 


veſſen on the part of the defence are examined. I ſhall vnly 
malie a few obſervatious on the evidence of Capt. Armſtrong. 


- 


e giving intelligence w-thole- carrying vn the wur, to aid their: | 
_ Hoſhile" purpoſe, - or by any 20 of agevcy, but nothing of that 
kind has been proved againſt the priſouers in the preſent caſe. - 


| toy, yet it does not appear in evidence before yon that they have 
dees guilty of that particular ſpecies of treaſon laid to their 


fHere'the learned advocate on the part of the priſoners went into 


the teſtimony as given by Captain Armftrong, which having betn 


Ker forth verbatim in the foregoing pages, it is unneceſſaty w ſtt 
fotth a repetition of it, and the learned counſel drew this infe- = 
rehce, that there was not any evidence given to ſupport the pre- 
ciſe ſpecies of treaſos as laid in the indiament, that of the pri- 
ſoner compaſſing or imagining the death of the king; or the 
adherisg to the king's enemies, although the priſdnets might be 
guilty of another ſpecies of treaſon z but the jury were only th, 
decide on the evidences produced before them] As to the paper 
found in the poſfeſſſon of Sheares, it does not amount to proof 


of the priſoners compaſſing or imagining the death of the king, 


or the adhering to the king's foreign enemies; the whole proof 


an" P 
— 


= —— non 


tber apainſt the priſoners is confined to the teſtimony of: one | 


witneſs, Captain Armſtromg. If I was a juryman I would: be ſa · 
tisfied in my conſcience of the criminality of the perfon accuſed, 


before I would bring in a verdict to take away u man's life upon 
the evidence of a man who became a confidential friend, for 
the purpoſe of taking away his life. In this country, one 

witneſs is all thut the law requires in caſes of High treaſon, but 
fa England, the law requires that there ſhall be two witheſſes, _ 


e r As t the 
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in an open box in the priſoners houſe, it was never. depoſned 


- there for ſafety; it was not locked up; it was never intended 


to be publiſhed to the world at large, the priſoner might have de- 
ftroyed it ; I do not conſider it as demonſtrative of the guilt of 


the priſoner ; altho' its being in the hand writing of the priſoner, 
it is evidence againſt him; but however ſtrong ſome of the ex- 
preſſions in it are, yet it does not import any crime of that ex - 


tent of criminality, as that the writer of that paper ought to be 
puniſhed with death. Here has been no evidence to prove, that 
the priſoner intended to publiſh it, or that he delivered it to any 
perſon for publication, there does not appear to me that extent 


of criminality attached to it, as that it can affect the life of the 


priſoner ; you cannot in point of law bring in a verdict of gulty 


of high treaſoa againſt the priſoners, upon the evidence of this 
paper; this piece of evidence could not have that effect; it does 


not ſupply the evidence of two witneſſes which by the law as ex- 
iſting in England, is required to convict a man of high treaſon: 


T'do admit that the paper called the manifeſto, or proclamation 


is crimival in the extreme, but it is for you to judge whether the 
priſoners are guilty of high treaſon; we ſhall prove by the 


moſt reſpedtable witneſſes, that no men in the community bore | 
better characters in private life. As to the two charges againſt 


the priſoners that they did compaſs and imagine the death of the 
ing, that is utterly impoſſible to be effected in this country, and 


+ as to the priſoners adhering to the king's foreign enemies, there 
Has been no evidence produced to prove they did adhere to the 
_ king's foreign enemies, the perſons exerciſing the powers of go- 


vernment in France. Gentlemen of the jury, the temper of the 


Ly times 1s warm, you muſt ſhare in common, in the feelings of 
the people of this kingdom; it is not poſhble but as men, ſome 


degree of prejudice might be on your minds, though I know. that 
you came into that jury box as free fram prejudice, as any men 


could, by any poſſibility, come againſt the priſoners at the bar; 
if their crime is great, the penalty is not ſmall, their lives are 


forfeited to the law if you convi them, perhaps no verdi& you 


find, would be faulty; but to take away a man's life, though 
e CPF; of: the A 
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src F 5 doubt i is on de cid ür ez jury; they 
"ſhould acquit a It has often happened in England, as 


appears rake ery i former times, that innocent perſons 


have been found guilty by a verdi and in conſequence of 


Human infirmity and the prevailing paſſions that prejudiced the 
minds of the jurors; as for inſtance, Algernon Sidney and 


Lord Ruſſel; men of as Much worth as ever exiſted, they were Zh 


condemned by the then jury, and ſuffered, but afterwards the in · 

nocenęy of Sidney and Ruſſel was proved ; for the verdict was 
not the effect of the evidence, the law might have been miſtated 
by the then judges ; things which have happened may happen 
- again 3 thoſe who Went before you may have felt the impulſe of pre- 


judice at the moment, and after many years they were convinced 
their verdict againft Sidney, and Ruſſell, was ill founded. In I 


the preſent caſe if you do believe that Captain Armſtrong does 
not believe in the exiſtence of a God, and that Captain Arm- 
ſtrong does not believe there is a ſtate of future rewards and 
puniſhments, then you cannot do wrong in bringing i in a verdict, 
of acquittal of my clients. Jurors ought to reflect upon the un- 
happy prejudices, that did prevail in former times; you will, gen- 
tlemen, take care in this caſe that your verdict is ſuch, as may 
not only ſatisfy you now, but will be ſatisfactory to your con- 
ſciences hereafter, in the lateſt moment of your life; that your 


verdict will be ſuch as that each of you, on your dying bed, may 


approve of having given. Theſe conſiderations ought to have 
weight with you in the verdict that you will give; I have the 


bonour of knowing many of you, 1 know you are men 'of the 
greateſt. integrity, that ever could fit in judgment on any man's 


life, but againſt human infirmity none of us can be wholly free. 
My clients lives are in your hands, = your verdict will, L truſt, 
acquit them. f 4 


William Puli. 25 —Counſel for the babe 1 


* Lord, and Geatlemen of the Jury, | 


hy eh painſul i it is for me at this late hour, to make ſomes 
ohio to you, yet as the caſe of my client requires it, . 
ſhall as ny as poſſible ſtate them. Gn * Ae, 
cs | AF Eg 


0 300 ö 


3 1 0 4 05 
1 4 mt be asabassd to — bench. (has; ahis 
Wn \ tial has been. poſtponed 10 the preſent period. L am ham i 
0 - has, been poſtponed 10 this day, not ont of any reſentment or 
_ 441: terror.z. they baye now 2 patient and full inveſtigation. of the _ 
WW! - evidences. I Ghall ſubmit to your 'confderation ſome obſerva- = 
1 tions in point of law, uoder the direction of the court if any 
8! ertor on my part. The priſogers at the bar are charged with 
W . . corupaling and imagining the death of the kiog, and with. ad” 
1 _  hexing to the kiag's enemies. The principle of the law from 
1 _ .. 25th Edward III. to the preſent day, with reſpect. ta high trea- 
8 ſon is the ſame. As to the preſent charges of high treaſon agaiaft 
1 the prifontrs; uo part of chem as I conceive,” has been ſubſtaa - 
1 tiated by legal evidence z compaſſing the death of the king is 
bo avtally diſtinct from exery other ſpecies of treaſan, and the in- 
; (1. vention of levying war is u crime, it is a high miſdemeapour, 
1 but does nt amount ta high treaſon. To remedy the grievances 
1 in len xelative-10/ high weaſan, before. the 24k of Edv. III. that 
1 Kanute was made, and the perſia charged with bigh treaſon, 40 
- Vi <oprit,. the fa muſt be proved by two witnefſes. Sir Michael 


| Foſter, in his diſcourſe of high. treaſon, chap. 2. ſect. 4. fays, 
an overt act for compaſſing or imagining the death of the king, is 
not merely confined: to the king himſelf, but to his queen, a 
heir apparent. lo the cafe before you, the priſoners. at the bar 
are charged with compaſſing and imagining the death of the 
king ; how can that charge be ſubſtantiated in Ireland, when the 
reſidence of the king is in England ? But, in England a charge 
of that nature might be capable of proof, but then it muſt be 
proved. by two witneſſes to an overt act proving the wicked il - 
tention of the perſon charged. 'The king is not conſidered in 
his natural capacity as an individual, but in his regal capacity. 
Now what is-the caſe here? the priſoners are charged with con- 
paſſing or imagining the death of tl king—if you believe the of 750 
evidences, there was a conſpiracy to levy war in Ireland, and na . 
doubt the priſoner at the bar is involved in guilt. ſo far; but, 2 
that does not amount to ſubſtantiate the charge that the priſo-— 
per in Ireland is guilty of compaſſing ot imaginiog the death of 
#he king io England. A conſpiracy to levy war in Amerigay or 
in n is not 2 compaleg . or IGOR. the death of the 
a , 
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"Ning; dla ek E 
| wo; witaelſes to proye an overt. act. in a charge of high- 
- reaſon, the law daes not enpreſaly ſay, that in Ireland' one. 


- witnely is ſufficient to prove. an overt act in a charge of high- 


treaſon Ia the preſent. caſe, there has been but one witneſe 
againſt the priſoners and in point of law there hat not been 


2 @ tittle of evidence to ſhew that the priſoners did barbour an 
| intention to take away the life of his majeſty—there does not 
appear any evidence to prove the priſoners guilty of compaiiog 
or imagining the death of the king; therefore you cannot con- 


the indictment, namely, the charge againſt the priſoners for ad- 
| ering to the king's enemies and levying war againſt the king, 


by the 23th of Edw. III. where a foreign power is at wan, the 


adhering'to the king's enemies is high treaſon. 3 
| "indiftment the priſoners are charged, har prhege tho 'perfous 
| exerciſing the powers of govern Roman France: arc vt 
againfttle king, and charges the. fad Henry/and Joh Gbeaves, 
With adherence to the King's: end mes nd 
evidence whatever is this eaſe Prove. that be. 

bar did adhere; aid, aſſiſt, or commutiitats/ winks the perfous ex. 
erciſing the powers of government. in Frances oa. the contrary, 
Mr. Armſtrong's evidence id, Joha Sheares "Nd ſay, we 
will not wait for 1 8 coming, we muſt have home er- 


ertions. Gentlemen of the jury, let me afk Whether as to. 
dictment, the priſoners are innocent 
men—if in any degree guilty, yet certainly not, in the mas- 


theſe two counts in t 


ner as charged in the indictment— if particular ſpecies of crimes 


are attached to them, I apprehend it is a different crime, uad 
not the erime ſpecifically charged in the preſent indiament— 
they are not in point of law guilty of the erime ſpecifically re- 


Cited in the indictment — you have not evidence to prove the 


charges in the ee here has been no evidence io the 


courſe of this trial laid before you, that the French did intend 


to invade this kingdom, nor that the priſoners did adhere ts 
| them—it may be a fact, we are at war with France and Spam, 
5 but you are to conſine yourſelves to the evidence only—as to 
; IP Sheares, the evidence with reſpect to him, reſis on Mr- 


"Ye 


9 ag de dr des no. 5 


i | . 
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1 alone, therefore ſu far, Au relates to him, there is 
only one witneſs againſt him, and {by the law exiſting in Eng- 
land, there muſt be two witneſſes to prove the crime of high 

| re againft a man. See Coke on Littleton, upon this ſub- 
- The witneſs that has been produced to prove the charge 
5 the priſoners comes in the light of an informer 
zn every caſe, more eſpecially where the life of a man is at ſtake, 
the jury will weigh every circumſtance given in evidence by an 
informer, with the greateſt preciſion—if there are any circum- 
| ances. for you to doubt his moral character, you will receive 
His evidence with great circumſpeclion and care. Does it ap. 
pear to you, gentlemen of the jury, that you can give credit to 
the ſtory that this man has told you? [Here the learned coun- 
ſel adverted to the teſtimony given by Mr. Armftrong, as 
above ſet forth. . Is it probable that the priſonets- would conſide 
in a ſtranger, and put their lives in the power of a man with 
whom they were never acquainted before bis introduction of f 
them to him by Byrne? He got himſelf introduced to them 
in order to plot agaioft their lives, and the deſtruction of their 
family. As to Heory Sheares, there is no evidence in my opt 
nion to affect his life; the paper found called a proclamation, 
or manifeſto, was not in his hand · writing, a witneſs of re- 
ſpectability has told you it is the hand- writing of John Sheares, 
and was found in an unlocked box in Sheares's houſe, Gen- 
tlemen, I ſubmit the few obſervations, I have made to you, and 
I doubt not you will find a verdict of f juſtice but not a verdict of 


_— 


Rnd MiNaly, Ef. My Lord 5 Gentlemen of "we jury, 
—ln this caſe I am counſel for the RI at the bar Mr. 


John Sheares, 


1 al offer to the conſideration of oh lordſhip, and you gen- 

tlemen of the jury, a few obſervations which have not been 

touched upon by the learned counſel, who have preceded me as 

counſel for the priſoners. I beg to obſerve to your lordſhi and 

to the gentlemen of the jury, ſome obſervations upon three dif. 

tinct points as matter of law, as well as of fact, got yet adyerted 
b 5 2 to. 


1 a). 


1 tall lt remark. "the. kid cannot quit: wks: 
| 83 Britain, without tig concurrence and permiſſion of the 
Britiſh legiſlature and parliament aſſembled, and conſequently 

; | cannot incur-any'danger reſpecting his natural life, from any. con- 
: ſpiracy in the king dom of Ireland, where he does not reſide or 
is ever preſent in perſon, Secondly by the act of 25th of Edw. 

III. That act gives a caution to the judges. and the jury, that no 
judgment of criminality can-lie againſt a man charged with the 
crime of high. treaſon, unleſs he is proveably attainted, and 
| thirdly, that in England it is the uniform practice in all crimi- 
nal trials to conſider a doubt of the jury and an acquittal in the 
ſentiments of the petty jury as ſynonimous terms — if therefore 
che jury in this caſe have a doubt on their minds that the charges 
againſt the priſoners are not proved, they will decide ſolely by 
the evidences and acquit the priſoners. We ſhall now produce 
our vitneſſes on behalf of the priſoners. The court adjourned 
for! twenty minutes, then reſumed. - 3 . 


4 
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Clark Robert Ms, Eſq. Rs firſt Seh on behalf of 
dhe priſoners. —Examined by Mr. Plunket, © © 


Qt 8 of life are up 0 
A. Captain of the 41ſt regiment, | | . 
Q. Do you, en — N of the ing nenne 55 
m.? E 
A, , 4 I have known FU ever ſince he Was 2 * he 
is my nephew by marriage. | 
8 I ſuppoſe-you lived in ſome 3 of ;neimacy with bim? i 
A. Yes, 1 knew him from the time of his going to ſchool.  - 
| BE You have ng doubt * N converſed with him? 
A. Yes. 2 
Q. Have you ere hachany particular converſation 55 
A. I bare. 
Q. What converſations have you had with him reſpeting "ug 
majeſty ? | 
A. Thad a 8 with him at Mr. Mo'Hollands, abo 5 
two or three years ago. He faid he did not wiſh to be of the. . 
N I told bim I . that . man "whe ; 


* 


6 0 


dd fach a converſation. 8 1 16 74; 
- Q. N 


A. I recolleft going to ſee him at e 
708, in .Grafton-ftreet, and he ſhewed me Paine's pamphlet, 


and ſaid this is my creed. I took the bock and chrutt it inte 
he fire, pe ee en Locks. wan” e .677 


141156 


N o examined by the dromey Geral, 

d 5 a1 len ken 
A. Tes, eee eee e 
I was a magiſtrate. I was diſmiſſed from being a magiſtrate but 
without cauſe, I do not know the reaſon. I was ſummoned de 
attend this trial and give evidence ; I would not have come fot 
100 guinea if I could have avoided' it. I uns told that Capti 


Q. Had you any law ſuit with Mr. Armſtrong's mother? 


A. I bad; we wete at varkinge about two years,—l went ch 
look for Capt. Armſtrong, as I heard he expreſſed a'wiſh to be 


on terms of friendſhip with me; He was à fooliſh boy, and at 


an afſembly be quarrelled' with me about my taking a lady op to 


dance, while he was out of the afſembly room, and then be 


would hot Ipeak to me, nor I to him for two years. He has 


viſited Mr. Clark, and other gentlemen of honour and reſpe& 
in the King's county. He has been engaged in law ſuits, I 
faw Capt. Armſtrong ſince he was wounded at Wexfurd. Capt. 
Clibbora told me that Mr. Sheares's wanted to bring Capt. Atm- 
ſtrong over from his allegiance, I ſaid that Capt. Artnſtrosg ought 
EW 


Thomas Drought, Eg. ſworn —Examiood . 


N Do you know Cape. Aue? EIA LF 
3 e 
Q. How long bare e bim? W 7120 & be 2 
Fs Since be was a b. 


#, 4% Þ 4 Ft 
n 14 a i 
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n 15d mined his majty's 5 ay wee 


A Oe > 


_ Armſtrong was to proſecute the Mr. Sbeares's for high treaſon. 
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A. I have reſided io the King's county for ſome yeats. - RS. 
Q. Have you heard him ee cr about the immor- 5 
tality of the ſoul? 8 „ een 5 
A. It was my ES be dibelieved in a ſupreme n 8 
Being. I have heard him ſay that after death there was re- N 
fect annĩhilation. I heard him ſay ſo once at breakfaſ. a 
Q. Doyou mean to fay ht this breed more thao once 8 TO 
twice? n ine wink r e 0 
A. It happened ly 351 x bad an "POTN GOP: 
ing with him on the ſubject, e. 
Q. Do you recollect paſſing by Mr. Arno” lodging in 
Grafton-ſtreet ? 5 A 
A. Yes, it was ſoon after Col. Walpole » was killed at Wex- | | 
ford, in an engagement with the rebels. I went up to Mr. Arm- 
ſtrong's lodgings, as he called to me in paſſing by, I law Capt. > 
Armſtrong, who had been wounded. in the thigh, He told me he 
had taken up three countrymen on ſuſpicion of being rebels, they  - 
wore green cockades in their hats, he, ſaid one of them was A 
whipped, he got 25 laſhes; one was banged, and the other deſerved 
to be hanged. He ſaid the man that was whipped was io order 5 
to give information, I aſked him why he banged the man ih- 
out a trial, and be ſaid he deſerved i it as a rebel, I alked bim was a 
he not afraid of mee berenber. for 05 be ſaid you know Ts 


my opinion on that ſubjeccece. 
Q Did he ſpeak like a man irritated? 555 „ ISI | 
A. By no means. 5 a £ 
2. Do you remember his an- 2 88 reaſon a why be EY =. Il 
the Somerſetſhire regiment ? by 


A. He ſaid there were parties in this regiment, and lord Cork 
was at the head of one of the parties. 1 
Q. Had he kf the ub on account of his democratic 


principle? N 4 7: CEE. oh | 
A. Mr. Armdtrong wide. LIT EST © 


_ 


rok examined by Mr. dene 1 


oe! How long have you lived in this country 2 2 


A. Since „„ 8 e 
I , | E234 F ; 4% — wi . 


* 


„ 


1 How did wan you! were deprived of _ coinmiſion | 
36 © 
A. Lwas ſuperſeded in 1794, kerne lese ub. 2 
Q. Are you a married man? e 
A. Tes, but my wife does bo live in me. We bare not 
| cohabited together theſe ſeven years. - E 
Q. I preſume you live all alone ? + Yak 
A. No, I have children va, 1 e ee 
verneſs to iuſtruct my children. 1 __ a MOEN _ ſhe 
e e de ' TY 
© Q How mann children bre you? Sr E601) 
Tee ey ll by your wie? 5 1 24 . 
0 A. No. % Ein re 
Q Are thiy by d Wer n! CR gps 
= A. I neverhad a former wife. : *. 
. Thoſe nine children ire add you ies? 
A. No, they are not. 
3 T Dill You makes bt with Mr. hanna: 
A. ] did, abouta Bible. T 
Dia you wake any berabour this country? | TS CEP 
A. I did, that the government would be a rgpublican within 
2 four years, this was in 1792. 1 
„„ Did you take the opinion of a counſel about that bete 


A. I believe I did. 
Q The bet was wann that there would be a republican go- 


- rerment 
_- Wh was 1 did not whe roy les al the note became 
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Q. Are: you in the my: or in the yeomanry ? 7 

. 0. I was a volunteer formerly. + | 1 55 
. . Q. Who knew what evidence you could give ? N . 

A. Mr. Fleming, he aſked me if I knew the character of Mr. 


W 
ir. Rebert Bright, Frorm—Examived by 2 . Curran. 
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_ oath? 
cauſe. Ms, ; » . 2 | 4 


': "A I am. e | | ."3-14. 


obligation of an oath 2 e 


of future rewards and puniſhments ? 


- { -< - n 
. * * : 
* * 
Ls 5 * 
8 r 11 ; 
A. Y "1 F E 5 ; 2 
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N Hare you bees in company with ki? ee e, 


A. Ves, within theſe ſix months. 5 
8 Q. Do you dae uy expreſſion of his, making hghe of an 1 

A. I a { remente 1 honed fone 
maine by word or by action at it, | 

Q. Do you know why he left the Somerſetſhire a * 

A. I heard him ſay he t bad ſome law fois to attend, no other 


* 


< 
Charks 3 3 by Mr. Þ e- 0 
Q. Are you a barter? | 15 „ 175 a 
Q. Are you acquainted with Cup Aritrong? 2 | 
2 remember an exprſio of hi about the moral 


A. No. 5 
Q. Do you recall tn exrfng ay gutes about a tn 5 


A. eee eps ny pancaa u. 42A N 
v. Boardman , Eſq. ſworn, | . 


Ke Are you a Wet | 
A. I am. i 
Q Are you equated with th Me Se: r 
A ; . 
Q. Do you know any thing of their palitical charadion b: 


A. I know they wiſhed to bring about a e : 
n ny ther.” * Ea 


* * * + ” 
1 8 


"Croſs Examination. W 2 5 
8 Might they not entertain — 25 | 2 
. e TY 


M i 4 Fg 
i „ 
6 * | A. It would bo very * to entertain other opinicits, but 
| * thoſe of Wer I cena I had 8 converſation wh 
164 QQ (From Mr. Joti Sheares) Whether I did not 1 fay the 1 
11 Fg Lee phe Pe be boa fed np, to prevent 2 
1 5 + revalation e s 
Wk gl A. 1 ** you expreſion ay vel as Lela. 
7 | L E . Power, Eſq q ew. 
W | 2 K Bong you 3 with the Mr. Sheares's ? 
1 | 3 ) A. Ye, a great * pau: ' I have known them from their 
1 Q. You had frequent opportuaities of converſing with them, 
bis . Wl. 8 whak was their political opinions? 
iq i. A. They diſcourſed very much as to men and make. i 
. © (Court) You 995 examine as to general character ? | 
| be. - S 


Mr. Se. Leger 5 Mr. Curran. 8 


71 
22 — 
. 


Sp 5 - 
S 
1 * 
—— > * 
> + 


4 0. Here you bee lng ebe with the Mr. Sheares's? 
wr - ö \ 
9 a FP 6 
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have known them 15 years. 
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Tue caſe cloſed on both ſdes. 


To Mr. Curran, moved the court to adjourn till to-morrow. 
1 Mr. Attorney General. It would be a public inconvenience to 
. | adjourn. Much indulgence has been F to the 

priſoners and their counſel in this trial. 
Court—lIa this tage of the caſe it is better to go on. 


ee 85 ä 75 Fob Curran, 28. 
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My Lards and cena es the jury, 5 eee gg 


- The learned counſel on the part of the proſecution has · been . 


, Pleaſe? to ſay much has been tonceded to us—T do not know 


What has been conceded Has there been a concedence? I can- 5 
| not avoid expreſſing my indignation at the remark, that much has 


been conceded to the counſel for the prifoners. © Almighty and 
merciful God, look down upon us, when we are told under the 
circumſtances of this caſe, that much has been conceded to the 
prifoners at a moment like this hen the public convenience 


cannot bear the reſpite of a few hours. I do pray you, gentle- 

men of the jury, by the ſacred duty you owe to your children 

and ſome of you have children, and by the duty you owe to your 
fellow ſubjects, and as you reſpect the preſence of almighty 


God, that you conſider from your heart that you came here under 


the ſolemn obligation of an oath, and that you will conſcientiouſly - 


diſcharge that truſt as chriſtians, that ſo when ye come to 9 


 trate yourſelyes at the throne of eternal Juſtice, your conſcience 


may be ſatisfied with the juſtice of the verdiQ you give this day. 
You are now called upon under the ſoletnn obligation of your 


oaths, to ſtand impartially and as a Ready judge between the 
| accuſer and the accuſed. —Have you come abroad in- order to 
that Have you come abroad in order to do public juſtice? oo. 


have you come abroad as if clamorous for blood? 1 know ſome 


of you, you are called forth into your preſent ſitdation, to diſ- 


charge the moſt'awful duty, that of deciding on the lives of your 
fellow men—it is as painful and as awful a duty as the heart of 


man can conceiye—you will honeſtly and faithfully diſcharge it 


you biught, and 1 know you will—I think ſo,—you oe, 


that if I did not think fo I would not venture to ſay ſo — There 


— 


are ſome of you that ought to liſten even to what ſo obſcure an X 


advocate as myſelf ſays ; not out of any privite confidence and 


| reſpect, I will pay you no compliment : dur Nach plain language 


as man ſhould ſpeak to his fellow man ſuch às man may give to 


man credit for. I ſpeak the. language the prefent awful ſubjest 
dieſerves, and 1 truſt you will regard what Teal you.” I will not 
de erin to tell you I wiſh to ng your mind to a& as, yr 
| : | 8 


% 


8 ( 54). 

| eat. iboſe flent monitors may kireaker approve — I will 
not ſuppoſe a man ought to make any unfeeling apology to 
you, when you are brought here to decide on the fate of a human 
being I would warn you againſt any prejudices—I would touch 
the inftrumeot of your feelings, but not ſtop its vibrations —LI 
would make exertioos that man ſhould feel for man—not. to. di- 

rect your judgments, but to keep you firm and impartial | in your 
ſeat in a court of Juſtice—You might have heard of thoſe who 
preſided. where unſortunate witneſſes haye been examined, and 

may hare beed ſacrificed from the fury of the times but, you 
will diſcharge your truſt as honeſt men—come here to give an 
impartial verdict, whether it be of life or death, your verdict 
will ſtamp infamy on them or pronounce them innocent — you 

have only à ſhort, a very ſhort, interyal to determine—in that in- 
teryal however, let me make one 64 two obſeryations to you 
Let your verdi& have for its baſe, reaſon and juſtice, that you 
with your laſt breath may ſay, I did giye ſuch a verdiet this day | | 
which I ought to do, I gave an honeſt verdict. I was unable to 2 
give any other — Do not think I want to flatter your paſſcon' if 


ENS the ſolemn obligations you are e uoder, to attend on this 
occafion to the calls upon your conſcience, to give that verdi& 
it bipds you to give between. the accuſer and the accuſed. 
Geotlemes of the jury, part of what I have further to ſay, 1 ſhall 
addreſs to the Court as well as to you. My Lord and you gen- 
tlem:o of the jury, in a trial of this ſort, matter of law is mixed 
with matter of fagt—1 ſhall ſolicit your attention. to me, but you 
will. attend with more diligence to the obſervatipns which the 
coutt will make upon points of law. Gentlemen, the preſent in- 
_ dimen is founded on the Statute of the 25th of Edward III. 
Preyious to that Statute, it was uncertain what particular acts 
might conſtitute the crime of high reaſon, but that Statute aſcer- | 
taina and defines, what amounted to high treaſon, as the compaſſing 
or imagining the death of the king—his queen—or | his ſoo, and 
| heir apparent—IF a perſon killed a common ſubjeR it was trea- 
ſon---but i it is high treaſon to compaſs or imagine the death of the 
kiogy although { ſuch evil i imagination was not carried i into effect 


| but Jo erf ſuch i eee and , there muſt be two 
h vitneſſes 


1 "of 5s bY FE 

 wimeſſes 5 prove che fad onthe POE accuſed-"The babes 5 
of death was inſlicted on any man who was proved to have com- 
paſſed or imagined the death of the king---the queen---or. heir 


apparent, in order to ſecure the ſacred perſons of the King, 
the queen or the heir apparent. Fbere muſt be evidences to 


prove the guilty purpoſes of the heart of the accuſed, ſufficient to 


ſatisfy the cdaſciences of the jury The judges in former times. 
have been made to ſay what was the overt act of ſuch high trea - 
ſon---but howeyer matters of evidence on all queſtions of fact are 
for the determination of the jury: they are to determine what is 
proof of the compaſſing or imagining the death of the king. the 
queen or the heir apparent, dee Foſter's crown law. An overt- 
act to ſhew the evil intentions of a man's mind, would prove the 
crime although the evil intention was n6t carried into effect; if 
the jury have a doubt in point of fact of the proof of the evil in- 
tention, it is their province to determine on it But there have 
been inſtances in former times, where the court has paſſed ſen 
tence on perſons whom they judged had deen guilty of the overt- | 
act of compaſſing or imagining the death of the king, and has not 
left it to the jury to decide, as was the caſe on the trial of Lord 
William Ruffel; there the overt act was laid of compaſſing or 
imagining the death of the king, and the then Lord Chief Juſtice 
Pemberton who preſided: on the trial ſtated to the jury the evi - 
| Hence that had been given, but did not heſitate to take upon him + 
to decide upon the whole matter, then at iſſue, namely whether 
there was proof of the compaſſing and imagining the death of the 


king or not ; I mention theſe circumſtances, to ſhew what was 


- the conduct of Judges in bad times. I mention from the Law 
Reporters what is ſaid to have fallen from the lips of the judges © * 
in thoſe times. By the ſtatute of Edward III. it is enacted that 

if it ſhall appear to the judges, that any caſe comes within the 
purview of the Statute, it ſhall be inveſtigated ink legal way. — 
{Here the learned and ingenious advocate referred to the do- 
trine of high treaſon, as laid down in Coke on Littleton, Haw- 

king's Pleas of the Crown, Foſter's Crownl.aw, and Blackftone, te 
ſhew that the bare compaſſing and imagiting the death of the 
king is of itſelf high treaſon; though the natural death ànd dif. 
e af the king never took oy in conſequence of ſuch evil 


—_— 
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overt-aQs.} There have been inſtances formeriy in England, of 


madneſs of the times, and the jury have lived afterwards to know 


of one crime, and yet the jury have found them guilty of ano 
ther, out of the effuſion of the loyalty- of the jurors, ta the ſubverſi- 
on of all the principles of law ſuch conduct i is not to be borne 


points of law in the court, and the determination on queſtions 
of fact in the jury. The ftatute.enaQs that. if. any, perſon ſhall;be 
found guilty of leyying war agaioft the king, or adhering to his 
enemies, he ſhall be adjudged guilty of high treaſon ; in zbe. pre- 
ſent caſe the priſoners are charged in the indictment, that 
whereas the. perſons exerciſing the powers of goverament is 
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4 Y to the king's foreign enemies ; my good God, if the jury will take 
it upoa them on their oaths, to ſay the priſoners. are guilty of 
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let them ſay ſo. And as to the charge of compaſling or ima- 
gining the death of the king, have you any ſhadow of evidence 


— 


take away the life of their ſovereign in Engand; let me call 1 upon 
you to give a very ſerious attention to all this conſuſion of cries, 
charged on the. priſoners, yon will by: the evidences determine 
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your affection for loyalty. My Lord, IL. cangot ſee whence the 


man was charged with levy ing war in any of the Bahama Iſlands 
or in Corſica, how can jt be ſaid he is guilty of compaſſing. or 
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tions muſt be proyeable by.two witneſſes to the ſatisfattion of 
the jury, and it is tlie province of the jury to determine on ſuch 


N i A verdicta, of conviction, of unfortunate. men by jurors, in the 


that the men they convicted were innocent. There have been in- 
|  Rances alſo of men, who have been charged wich the commiſſiun 


in a ſtate where the conſtitution has fixed the determination on 


France, are at war with this kingdom, and charges the, priſoners 
vith adhering to the king's enemies; but there has been a pro 
adduced beſore you this day, from whence you can draw the in- 
ference that the priſoners at the bar have been guilty of adhering __ 


1 : 
fi _this crime, from the evidences, that have appeared before. wem. 


to induce you to believe, that the priſaners in Ireland intended to 


what ſpecies of crime the priſoners' have been guilty of, and 
then you will not add to the effuſion of human blood, to ſhew 


law ought to be preciſely aſcertaiged and known. Suppoſe a 


* x: „ 
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you think and declare on your oaths, that that was an overt at, 


intending to.deftroy the king? Can you upon your oaths fü: 
that a. conſpiracy to raiſe an inſurrection in Ireland, cad in this 
ecuntry be conſtrued to be an overt act to murder the king re- 
ding in England? I beg leaye to-go further; if the Statute o. 


Edward III. makes it high treaſon, to conſpire to lery war in 


_ England; ſacty overt act muſt be proved by two witneſſes; it was 


not until the reign of Henry VIII. it was made declaratory in 
this country: in this unhappy: country, in that reign there were 
many conſpiracies, and the Iriſh legiſlature adopted the Engliſh 


act relative to high treaſon ; it is not expreſaly ſaid, that in Ie- 


land there muſt be two witneſſes to prove the ſact of high treaſon, 
although in England there muſt. Ia the preſent caſe, there has 


been only one witneſs adduced to prove the fabl of high treaſun 


aganſt the priſoners at the bar; and that one was: Captain : 
Armſtrong Now, my lord and gentlemen of the jury. I will 


conſider” what was the evidence” brought forward in ſupport of 


this ihdi ment. Gesilemen of ibe jury, let we claim your! a- 


tention to the material parts of Mr. Armſtrong s teſtimosy, but l | 


do not thick it neceſſury at this late hour, worn donn at the 


bench and you and myſelf muſt be with fatigue; to g into 4 de- 


wal of all the evidence given by Mr. Armſtrong. He. did site 


you an account, that he was introduced by Byrne, to Henry 


Sbeares, and of the converſation he had with the priſeners ; bat 


"heard the whole of Mr. Armſtrong's eyidance. 


At the time of that converſation, this ep ep 5 


bow improbable a tory is it, that the ſtranger ſhould on the 8 
very firſt meeting with Sheares, - eee Nou 


-4 foreign power, and My. Armſtrong held a commiſſiom in his 9 


majeſtys army, and his perſon was utterly. unknown. 10 Mr. 
Sheares, who was not in the leaſt acquainted with him, until in- 
trodueed by Byrne. Here is Mr. Sheares, you may conſide in 


bim 3 and this is Captain Armſtrong, and if you believe Mr. es 
Armftrong, be ſays Mr. Sheares immediately held a converſati · 8 80 


on With him about the ſtate of the Kiog's County Militia, K. 


I will venture to ſay, that from the time of Edward III. hs Hs 
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ſuch evidence, as hay bjen this day eben befive you) and 


in ſupport of this aſſertion, J beg to refer your lordſhip to the 2 


| Ciſe of Heneſſey, and to the Caſe of Jackſon tried at the King's 
Bench, Ireland, and to the Caſe of Lord Preſton, and Lord 
Ruſſel and Sidney; and the Cafe of the King againſt Coigly, 
wied lately at Maidſtone. men 


nee 7 3-4, 
-I hy peefout-caſe the iGue this the Jury are Forrni-t0. 9+ 
is whecker the priſoners at the bar did conſpire to murder the 


-  king—and- whether the priſoners at the bar did adhere to the 
'king's enemies—you-are dow on your oaths to ſay,-whether - 
on the evidence that has been brought before. you, that the pri- 


ſoners are guilty of high treaſon, or not guilty ——T think you 
cannot find them guilty on thoſe points: but ſuppoſe I am miſ- 
taken in both thoſe points; ſuppoſe the evidence ſhould amount 


dio che proof of the overt act of adhering to the king's enemies; 
gentlemen of the jury, let me aſk whether you will find your 
verdict upon oath, upon the oath of a witneſs who as another 


- witneſs has told you he did hear him ſay, he did not believe 


in the exiſtence of a God---can you form your verdict on the 
_*odth of 'a man who barely tells you he dare not perjure him- 
-ſelf—can you form any idea of what kind of animal an Atheift 


forms of himſelf, that when his body finks into the earth 
his ſoul is in a ſtate of annihilation, you cannot enter into the 
interior imaginations of the abominable heart of an Atheiſt, 


What ſort of an idea can you form of any man who ſhould tell 
Fou he was not afraid of the living God, that when ſuch a 


man's body rots in the grave his ſoul becomes into a ſtate of an- 
nihilation? Ah! think in what a light eternal Juſtice would 


- conſider the wretch who deſpiſed his power! Do you think 
-that ſuch a wretch would not experience Moo: nad 


the vengeance of eternal Juſtice? 2.2 | 
Do you feel, my fellow countrymen, what a wretched monſter | 
be mult be who will not put his truſt in Almighty God, and yet 


pretend to a knowledge of right from wrong, and has .imbibed 


a learned education? God Almighty has made man equal with | 
his fellow man, and ſhall any preſume to deny the attributes of 
* 2 2 unn dare to "oe he hath not a reſpe& for the 

| A 


- 


1 y. 


Almighty, and 97 * be nt bort to have an exiſtence bow a; 
at bis death, his. vile*carcaſe would rot in the grave, and bis 
ſoul be in a ſtate of annihilation, although God ſays, the rigbee- 
ous ſhall endure for ever? What kind of a chriſtian country are” 
| we in, where a man will dare to ay, he ic only as a fly for the” 
moment, lives a ſhort ſpace, and then finks i into annihilation ff 
| Give me agus to * wy heart abhors lach men, they are the 
Clare, that he toes! not believe in the Saen of a God; and 
in a ſtate of future rewards and puniſhments, he cannot be ber- 
mĩtted to give his evidence in a court of Juſtice 5 one witneſs | 
who has been this day adduced before you, has given evidence 


that ſuch were his declarations. 1 did put the queſtion to him | 


before he was ſworn, but he aſſerted the contrary to what ano- 


ther witneſs has told yon. In the verdict that you will pro- =, 
nounce, you will be led by your own underſtandings. I muſt 
obſerve, that: Mr. Armftrong did bind himſelf by the ſolem- 
nity of an oath to the truth of his teftimony but another wit- 


neſs has told you he- diſregarded the moral obligation of an 


: oath. My God, have mercy upon me ! ſhall a being who derives. | 


his exiſtence from an inſinitely gracious God, aſſert that he has 


no immortal ſoul? if he had made ſuch a declaration in court, 


| he could not be ſworn, for it would be a- declaration he had no 


conſcience as his monitor, nor any hopes in futurity ; but, gen- 


tlemen of the jury, what is the evidence that this young man's 
relation, Mr. Shirvington has. given you ? Mr. Shirvington told 
you frankly he knew him a long time; and what character did 


he give you of Mr. Armſtrong? that Paine's Age of Reaſon, 


was Mr. Armſtrong's creed; the pillar of his political faith was 
Paine, the publications of Paine formed his politics, and ſchool 
of philoſophy. This gentleman Mr. Shirvington's - evidence, 


bore the honeſt teftimony againſt his own relation, Capt. Arm- 
Th ftrong ; » he ſubmitted to the indignity of reading -Paine's Age 
of Reaſon, and Mr. Armſtrong in the exultation of his heart, 


| aid that was his creed, that he was ſent into the world juſt to 


_ . exiſt, and at his death his body would rot in the grave, and 


his ſoul be in a ſtate of annihilation; under an inſenſibility of 


"his moral mind; be declared to Mr. Shirvington, his own tur. 
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pitude. Says he, bh . Til 
« tell you, I derived them from Paine's Age Reaſon, that is 
* my creed.” Said che, if there was no other man to 90 it, 1 
' "myſelf would plunge a dagger in the ht of 4 6 
the EN 1 have drank the toaſt, bypoctiſy—E have drank te. 


health. Mr. Sven added, he did delieve Mr. Armſtrong's 50 
converſation was the effuſions, of à giddy young - man; but 
let me aſk, did Mr. Armſtrong ſpeak theſe ſentiments to a parcel 
of boarding ſchool miſſes, or to ſhew his principles among a 
parcel of young men? no; but he ſpoke his blaſphemous words 
to his relation, a diſcreet ſenſible elderly gentleman, and when 
be beard him, he expreſſed the honeſt indignation of a ſoldier, 
againſt his relation for cheriſting ſuch ſentiments ; I own 1 ad- 
- mire the honeſt zeal and loyalty, with which he delivered his 
evidence—his teſtimony ſhews the opinion he held of the cha · 
racer of Mr. Armſtrong; and you cannot forget the evidence 8 
of Mr. Shirvington. Gentlemen of the jury, I know eyery one 


of you in the box, I am putting the evidences foat to foot 


in ſuch a way as that you may decide upon your oaths, which 
you think is a perjured witneſs ;*if you believe Mr. Armſtrong, 
Jet me aſk, would you ground a verdict of blood upon his evi- 
dence, would he ſtrip you of your integrity, and honour, and 
firmneſs in the warmth of your loyalty ? Your verdi& will be 


from your lips, and I am ſure you reſpect the ſacred truſt re- 


poſed in you. Will you fign the paſſport of blood, upon ſuch a 
witnels's teſtimony, or will you believe the evidence of old Mr. 
Shirviogton, who told you the declarations made by Mr. Arm- 
ſtrong to. | him of his principles? Let me afk you, if you had a 

child who cheriſhed and declared fuch principles, would you 
not diſcard him, would you place any belief in him ? If von 
had a ſon that avowed ſuch principles, certainly you would 
not believe him; becauſe he could have no filial affection for 


you, and hold ſuch ſentiments, how then can you believe the 5h, 
teſtimony given by this young gentleman? Can you believe him 8 
ben he told you Byrne was my bookſeller, from him 1 bought 
political pamphlets ; he wied I ſhould be acquainted with Mr. 
Sheares, I thought. it would not ot be * to enter into 2. con- 


og a verſation 
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| * with Mr. Sbeares, until | had les Cape. © n 
85 why ſhould Armiſtrong 80 0 Capt. Clibborn to aſk him if be ſhould | 
have a converſation with Mr. Sheares Byrne introduced 


Armſtrong to Sheares he knew nothing of Byrne before, only 


by buying pamphlets, and. Sheares was an entire ſtraoger to 
 Armſtroog. It made an. impreſſion upon my mind, ariſing from 


the evidences. and the circumſtances of his going to Byrne, as if 
he had aſſumed the character of a public informer in the very 


feſt inſtance—when the witneſs heard him ſay, Paine's pamph- 
Jet was his creed, it ſeemed to me as if be volunteered in this 
fort of buſineſs, and took the chance of his own credir to find. 
cut from the priſoners what he has now given evidence of, he 
 alfymed the garb of a friend, to extract like an induſtrious bee, 
| from. the hive of buman ini rmity their ſecrets, and having 
| loaded his. thighs. with evidence from the hive, away he flies to 


Capt. Clibborn, and diſgorges himſelf of it to him and Colonel | 
L*Eftrange. Gentlemen of the Jury, now let me aſk you, do 
you believe this man upon his oath, againſt the other witneſſes 


| you have heard? you know. the world too well, not to know 
_ thatin every inconſiderable friendſhips, many will meet with un- 
grateful returns. There was ſcarce. a day he did not introduce 


himſelf at Mr. Sheares' s houſe, to chat and play with his liitle 
children. I blaſh that be had @ heart to withſtand their little 
prattle, and at the ſame time meditate their ruin, and the life of 
their unſuſpecting father, and deſtruction of their mother's hap» 
pineſs for ever; alas! their poor parents, alas I their unfortus 


nate uncle, and moſt wretched innocent children, all loſt.— 
[The ſympathizing humanity of the learned orator could not be 
ſuppreſſed, tears ſtopped the eloquence of his tongue. Had the Sl, 


writer of this report the abilities of a Cicero, or the language : 


of Demoſthenes, he could not. deſcribe the humanity of the 5 0 


counſel's heart, he can only ſay in the words of Virgil, Sit 


midi fas audita loqui ; what I have heard, permit me to relate, 


Gentlemen of the jury, figure. to yourſelf my unfortunate 


elient's ſituation, the hopes of his aged mother, and his infant 


family; all, all muſt periſh; they have now u hopes of comfort, 


but in Jour . it is een that malt give life to their 
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nike: or conſign theſe fix Ai in; and the com- 5 
miſeration only of a miſerable world, without the protection of 
the kindeſt and beſt of fathers! O God! can you be ſo blind as 
not to ſee the degree of credit, that you will give the witneſſes ? 
you ſurely will give ſuch a verdict as that your conſciences at the 
throne of Heaven, when you reſign your bodies to the daft, may 
not reproach you. Many of you have children. As you wiſh _ 
they ſhould partake of every human bleſſing, as you wiſh that they 
ſhould be guided through life, with honour and efteem, ler your 
verdict remain a record of your juftice and of your humanity, _ 
and put a ſtop to the effuſion of human blood. By your love of 
eternal juſtice, and as you believe in a ſtate of future rewards 
and puniſhments, let your verdict of acquittal ſhew that you do 
believe there has been a perjured witneſs, let me in the-name of 
the living. God entreat you to ſhew- that you deſpiſe any man, 
who ſays there is no exiſtence in the ſoul, after the body is com- 
mitted to the grave, and let your verdi& ſave my CNT N 858 
ents, from the baſeneſs of an unprincipled accuſer. % | 
| Gentlemen of the jury, I am nor ſpirited away from the teſti. 
mony, which has been given; exhauſted as I am, and borne 
don by the unfortunate ſituation of my clients, yet let me bring 
you back to the evidence of Mr. Armſtrong : he ſays, Byrne 
| Introduced him to Sheares. It does not appear, Byrne interfered 
afterwards. Mr. Armſtrong could not know by inſpiration, what 
vas to be the ſubject of the converſation with Sheares, and yet 
before they met, Mr. Armſtrong goes to Captain Clibborn, to 
conſult him; it is not accounted for. Upon the whole, I call 
you to throw out of the caſe, the evidence of this man, for the 
+ fake of public juſtice. I do believe my unfortunate clients have 
been falſely charged. By all the hopes of eternal juſtice which 
remains at this day, I call upon you to hold the balance of the ſcales 
of juſtice, with the moſt ſcrupulous nicety, and if there ſhould bs 
| the minuteſt preponderancy, let it be on the fide of mercy, and hu- 
| manity ; ſo may the eternal balance of the eternal Judge, be held 
for your adherence, to the dictates of your conſciences, and may 
you meet mercy as you ſhew mercy. You have heard all the wit- 
neſſes, as to the moral character of the priſoners, give them un- 
exceptionable characters. Mr. Shirvipgton, would not come 
| N . forward 
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_ bleſſing of God light upon him! I hope he will never want 10 
guineas.to bleſs bis old age, or the hopes of his children. I am 
not afraid of wearying your attention when the life of a fellow ; 

| ſubjeR is at ſtake. In Mr. Drought's evidence, he ſaid that Mr. 
| Armftrongtold him he had taken up 3 rebels, and had ſummarily 

- inflied puniſhments, on them, and Mr. Drought aſked bim, if he 


was not apprehenſive of future puniſhment, to himſelf, from God, 
for it, and Mr. Armſtrong replied, I thought you knew my ſen- 
timents better. Let me make one obſervation, as to applying 
the torture, When Felton, who ſtabbed the Duke of Bucking- 


_ ham, in 164.3, was apprehended, and about being put to the.tor- 


ture, he cried out to one of the then judge of the land; Put me 


not to the torture, left I may be brought to accuſe yourſelf, 


Gentlemen of the jury, let me bring to your recolleQion, that 


ö the great Algernon Sidney was by a verdict of a jury found guilty, 


but aftertimes have proved that be was innocent. I to the 
written evidence, the paper found in Mr. Sheares' s poſſeſſion, call 
ed a proclamation; Mr. Dwyer, gave evidence, that he believed, 


it was John Sheares's hand writing, and, he might have been 
. miſtaken in his belief. I am the counſel aſſigned for Mr. Henry. 
| Sheares, but I have from motives of humanity. offered to your 


conſideration, ſuch obſervations, as occurred on behalf of Mr. 


John Sheares. - By the common law of England, there muſt be 
two witneſſes, to prove the fact of high treaſon, ſee ſtat. Edu. 


VI. ſtat. Hen. VI. and Edw. III. in the caſe of Jackſon here, 
Lord Clonmel faid, the jury ought not to find a man guilty of 


high treaſon, upon the teſtimony of one witneſs. Baron Mon- 8 a 2 
1 ' tague ſaid, one witneſs was ſufficient, Blackſtone ſays, two wit- - 
zaieſſſes are neceſſary. Gentlemen, I ſhall now conclude, and hace 


only to add, that my unfortunate. clients ſubmit themſelves to 


Jour juſtice, aad that you will give ſuch a verdi& as. will coin- £ | 2 
8 Kade with the honourable diſcharge of your public chan. 3 


75 Right Honourable the Pring Sergeant, My lord Rs #) 


men of the jury, In this caſe Lam counſel 3 unf 
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ment; againſt them; but that will not have the ſmalleſt weight, in 
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en You eil Gedeon dig eb 
According to che oaths yon have taken as jurors; with an ha- 
. ſenſe of your duty, to the public, and to the priſoners, 

At" is my duty, to inveſtigate the truth of the charges againſt 


— 


mem. Von will decide, according 10 the evidences; that have 


© 4 deen aid before you, both on one fide and on ii otber— 


* 


1 bel myſelf, under the fingular duty, between my public 
Auty, and my compaſſion, ee eee 
temen at the bar, who have for à great number of years, been 
+, barriſters, and in babits of intimacy with the geatlemen of the 
dor; I have ſpent the greateſt part of my life in ſtudying the law, 
nd muſt have acquired ſome degree of knowledge of it: bit 1 
never heard before, ſuch inferences drawn from the laws on high © 
treaſon, as I have heard this day, offered to'the court. I have 
ſeen the deciſions of the court, uniformly againſt the practice, 
3 a8 contended for this day, by the learned counſel for the priſo- 
vers at che bar. Let me, gentlemen of the jury, lay before you, - 
Wat is the real ſubject for your conſideration- The gentlemen, 
due priſoners at the bar ſtand indicted for two ſpecies- of high- 
treaſon: the firſt, is for compaſſing and'imagining the death of 
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1 de king ; the ſecond is for adhering to the king's enemies. The 
1 3s indictment ſtates, all the overt acts, as done by the priſo- 
15 bn | mers at the bar. You will, gentlemen of the jury, in diſchurge 
1 of your duty upon your oaths, ſay, whether the priſoners or 
4 if Fi either of them, did do theſe overt acts, as charged againft them 
1 in the indictment. Then, gentlemen, you are on your oaths, 

1. 10 ſay, whether the priſoners, or either of them, did-/opealy 


conſpire to compaſs or imagine the death of the king or did 
adhere to the king's enemies, I will venture to ſay if any one of 
the ſeventeen overt- ads, charged againſt the priſoners, is prove | 
<d to have been done by them, they were guilty of high treaſon. 
The intention, if proved, of compaſſing the death of the king, 
is by the tat. of Edw. III. high treaſon ; it is not neceffary that 
the death of the king ſhould actually have happened. An at- 
tempt to oyerturn the government, is high - treaſon in any perſon, 
committing it. It is clear and certain law, that to oppoſe 
©,the king by words of encouragement, or perſualion, is a 
3 pre aQs laid of 
compaſſing 
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C87] 
compaſling the da upon this groubd of the las of liighs 
treaſon, if proved to che ſatisfaction of the jury; are high reaſon. _ 


I am not afraid to ſtate in the face of the ct; in a caſe of this - "M 
kind, that the king not being reſident in Ireland, did noi, 
any difference in this caſe, ſee ſtat. of WM III. A to two | 
witneſſes being neceſfary to prove high treaſon one is ſufficient, 2 
if the jury believe his teſtimony. At the trial of Jackſon before 
Lord Clonmel; Judge Finueane ſaid, one witneſs was ſufficient 
to prove an overt act. At this day there were three witneſſes 
to prove three diſtinct overt acts. There was a conſpiracy about 
the means of raiſing the war- there was a conſultation about 
the means of depoſing and dethroning the king. * You have the 
evidence of Mr. Armſtrong of this expreſſion of the priſaner, 


John Sheares :—We ſhall not wait for the arrival of the French, 


we are determined on home exertions words which go clearly _ 

to prove an attack on the government of this country. Anethet . 

overt act, conſulting to overturn the government of this country 

by force. Capt. Armſtrong proves this expreſſion of John 

Sheares : The exertions of the United Iriſhmen, will entitle. Ve 
them to the appellation of being ſaviours of their country, and 

ſee alſo the paper found in the poſſeſſion of the priſoners: Iriſh- 


men, you are free, and ſo forth. The right honourable and learned 


counſel, with great accuracy and preciſion adyerted to the words f 
of Capt. Armſtrong, as given in evidence by him; and alſo the 
written evidence in corroboration of the parol evidence, and to 


_ the direct and croſs examination of all the witneſſes ; but as all 
de evidences and arguments of the learned counſel, have been 
ſet forth in the preceding pages of this report, and detailed in the 
order in which they were given; the reader will pleaſe to refer 
to them, and it is unneceſſary to make a repetition of them. — 
It appears from thence, ſays the learned adyocate, that Capt. 
Armſtrong's evidence, that the priſoners at the bar, did endea- 
vour to ſeduce Capt. Armſtrong, to deſert from his allegiance, 


and join the rebels, and the ſeveral overt acts ſtate, the prifoners _ 
at the bar did conſpire with other falſe traitors to raiſe arms, 
ammunition and armed men. The written evidence produced "2 


and read in court, was proved by Mr. Dwyer, to be in the. hand: 


writing of John Sheares. Having ſtated all the evidences Which f 


appeared both for and againſt the priſoners, he with great bu- 
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en 08 and told them that the whole matter 
was leſt to the determination of the jury, chat if tbe jury found 
ee great conſolation to him, and tu the other counſel concefny 
. cd, on ahe part of the proſecution in this caſe ; and obſerved, 
mda the witgeſſeß on the part of the priſoners, had given ather 
priſoners a good moral character. If che jury has any manger 
al doubt io che caſe, they woyld leap to the fide of mercy—if 
the jury on the other hand, was fully ſatisfied of the guilt of the 
priſoners, they would give ſuch a verdick, as would be conſiſ· 
tent with their oaths, and ſecure the happineſs of mankind. 
Mx. Henry Shearg, one of the priſogers at the bar, addreſ- 
Gog bimſelf to the court, ſaid that the paper found in his office, 
was in an unlocked box. He begged to return the court his finr 
ME * 5 d nen 
tral. F 
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| The Right Honourable Lord Carſeton, 75 
The crime laid to the priſoners at the bar, 36 Mn of, ome 
reſfog and imagining the death of the king, and of adhering tb 
the king's enemies. The indictment ſets forth ſeveral overt acts; 
if you are ſatisfied that any one of the overt acts are ſufficiently” 
proved, it will warrant a conviction. As to the law with reſ- 
pe& to high treaſon, that two witneſſes are required to prove 
the charge of high treaſon, it is clearly laid down by lawyers of 
the. firſt abilities and very learned authorities, as Lord Coke, 
Lord Hale, and Judge Foſter, very different from the man- 
ner as defiped by the learned counſel who ſpoke on the part of 
e priſoners at the bar; they have with great ingenuity and abi- 
lities, exerted themſelyes in favour of their clients. As to the 
compaſſing or imagining the death of the king, it is bigh treaſon, 
and levying war againſt the king is high treaſon, becauſe the life of 
me king as ſupreme magiſtrate would be endangered, and therefore 
the law wiſely guards the life of the king, becauſe if his life was 
© deſtroyed it would overthrow the goyerament of the country and 
_ deſtroy all liberty and property; the life of his ſacred perſop is 
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eme, if proved agiinſt the priſoners at the bur to the fatisfh on 
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fig or innagititog” the king's death, tough not carried into 


effect, iv high treaſon; for the wicked imagination involves the 


perſon in the ſume degree of guilt as much as if ſuch intention 55 


ds compeſzs the Hog's death, was carried idto effeck. A <6 


racy to oherturm by force the government of the kingdom, i a 
confpiracy' to Ivy war againſt the king's perſon, is a'crime of 


| high 'treafoti, 28d is fo lad down by the ableſt authorities upob 


the ſubje& ; the primary intention 10 compaſs the king's death 
is High treaſon, gh chat iutentibd was never added E 
becauſe bin life might be endangered. As tö the prodf of the 


of the jury, that iu all mat the law requires. It is the jury who 
are tb determined on the guilt or itinoteticy of the ptiſoners at the = 


| Bar; by the eidences whith' have been laid before you. Tue 


e 4% 


mute of Ewrd III. determines this' pofitibn, what levying war 
apainſt the King ' perſon is an obert act to compats"the 42 7 of 
the king, the law is cleur id this reſpect, and therefore the Tearn- 


5 ed cobofſel for the priſoners at the bat are unfbunded in the po- 


fitiod they with' great ibgenvity laid down; their zeal and abili- 
ties in favour of their clients; however cometiiditte and praiſe- 
"worthy ate unfounded id the points of faw they reſted their argh 
ments and diew their inferences from; for whether the king is a 

* refident-in'chis'kingdorh' or not, it makes no difference in the 


ccm o levying wat'agaidſt the king. or contpalſing or imagin- 
ing the death of the king. The common law of Fogland, a and 


"the common law of Ireland is the ſame, the common law of both 


cbuüntrieb being the fame. It has been held by Lord Coke, 


that it is not neceffary in England, to have two witneſſes to prove 


| "ah ovett a@'of high treaſon... What conſtitutes the crime of 


- high"rreafor in England, is the ſame in Trefand, fo long as the 


. government of this kingdom of Ireland exiſts. It is admitted, 
5 that the perſons exercifing the powers of government in France 
hae meditated a deſcent on this kingdom, and by the teſtimony | 
of one of the witneſſes, it appears, that tlie priſoners at the bar 
did declare, that they had agreed on home exertions, and pot 
to wait for the arrival of the French. Here is evidence of the 
"Fey criminality i in this reſpect, and as to the perſons exer- oY 


%%% 


61 
dceiſing the powers of government in France, being at open war 
againſt this kingdom, is a fact of notoriety. * In this. part of the 
charge, the noble lord read from the indiQment itſelf, all the 
overt acts, as there laid, and read from his lordſhip's accurate, full 
and perfect notes, all the evidences which had been given in the 
curſe of this trial, and commented on each part, with all that 
learning, perſpicuity and acuteneſs, which that noble lord ſo 
eminently poſſeſſes ; and with all that humanity which adds a - 
luſtre to his other virtues, expatiated on every circumſtance 
that could poſſibly weigh with the jury in fayour of the priſoners 
at the bar, and notwithſtanding his lordſhip had prefided twenty- 
two bours at the trial, and-encountered great fatigue, yet his 
ardour to diſcharge the high and important duty, ſurmounted 
every difficulty in delivering bis able and learned charge to the 
jury. His lordſhip concluded, by obſerving to the jury, that he 
had ſfated the evidences to them—and remarked, that a great 
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degree of credit the jury would or might give to the teſlimooy | 
of captain Armſtrong, that his evidence ought to be impeached 
on the ground of one of the witneſſes, ſaying that captain Arm- 
ſtrong did declare, he did not believe in the Supreme Being: 
But under all the circumſtances in this caſe, if the jury do be- 
lieve, that the witneſs, Mr. Armſtrong, does not believe in a 
future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, then his evidence muft 
fall to the ground; if the jury do believe that he did make 
theſe declarations, on the other hand, as being merely the 
declaration of a giddy perſon, and that the written evidence 
corroborates ſome of the facts ſtated by him, his evidence ought 
to be eftabliſhed. Suppoſing you believe the evidences given in 
this caſe, then ſee how they ſupport the overt - acts laid in the 
indictment. If any man' conſpire to overturn the ee, 
| that is levying war againſt the perſon of the king : there is evi- 
-  » dence of that fact, if you believe it ſufficient to ſubſtantiate that 
charge againſt the priſoners at the bar, no doubt they meditated 
' war againſt the king's perſon : It was to be an open war, had 
| the French arrived in time, and to take poſſeſſion of the capital 
4 eity of the realm of cons, part of his I: 8 dominions, and 
; ta 
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| w»-aky Ned by force of the other parts of this: Helen: 
the ſame time, and the caſtle of Dublin was to be ſeizedfand 
taken into the hands of the inſurgents. I have ſtated to you the 
whole of the evidences againſt both the priſoners at the bar; * 
ou are ſatisfied that the facts proved, only affect one of the pri- 
ſoners at the bar, you muſt frame your verdict accordingly ; if 
you. have any doubt, if you entertain a rational doubt of a 
ſenſible reaſoning mind of both or either of them, not adhering 
to the king's enemies, you will acquit both or either of them: on 
the other hand, if you are fatisfied, there is evidence, if you 
believe it, that they did levy war againſt the king, in open and 
expreſs rebellion at a particular period, and. encouraged others 
to riſe in rebellion, you will find ſuch a verdi& conſiſtent with 
your oaths ; the whole is left to your determination, 1 
Mir. Fuſtice Crookſhanke, and Mr. Baron Smith, ſaid they had 
nothing to offer to the jury, Lord Carleton having ſo ably anti- 
cipated any ideas they could form on the ſubje&, 5 
The Jury withdrew. into their jury-room, at about three 
quarters of an hour after ſeven in the morning, and i in-about 15 
minutes returned into their hays and Ong in their verdict as 
es ; os 
VERDICT. 
We and Henry Sheares guiky. 
We find John Sheares guilty. 


| "own ws the verdict, the i embraced each other | 

and burſt. into tears, exhibiting a ſcene of affection and diſtreſs 25 
which penetrated every perſon preſent. 85 

The court dee 10 thre o'clc, inthe dn, We <5 

| Today July I 3th, 1798. 


"dig ahernoo July 13th, 1798. 


* 


The court met Wen to ales a6 ha priſoners, . 


| 3 were ordered t to the dock. They ee . 
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ben with hir lateſt breath he wonld pppeal to that God from 
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they might have fatally adopted. Wit 
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7 terrible acconipaniments; 2 


5 = * 5 8 

Ne hit ebe ns Sage e lr hin 
kater, family before he was conſgneck to that fate which 
—=x fate to which he was perſectiy recoucited A 
2 mode af termination to his exiſtence” not Raving per 
mitted him to attend to tie arrangement of his affuirs, or the 
final! acrommodation of his family; obliged Him 10 ee 
ff favour from the hamanity of the courts U- | 
Mr. Jenn Shearer requeſted . 
the intolerable Burden' of a mind labouring under unmerited ea 
| Fitny, in one point alone. He dic not meat either to mend 
the faws which adjudged him, the jury which condenined hies, 
_ the witneſs who'profecuted, or the court which had tried him 
x court from which he experienced repeated acts of indulgence, 


hom he expected merey, and at whoſe awful tribunal he was 

Þ ſhortly deſtined to appear, for the trutir of his-laſt aſertion—— 
dat no ſentiment of abhoired' iniquity” was ever niore forelxo 
| From) Mir wind, than that witt' which' be was charged: of de- 
termining to give no quarter to ſack of che army af ſhould be 
uken oppoſite to tlletn, if fubmirting, or chat he ſhoild have' felt 
reluctance to extend mercy to che ſubmiſhon of any claſs; or a 
' Cuppliant foe. He hoped that this o, at ſo awful an 
hour, would make an indelible impreſton on the hearts of qthers, 
and turn them from any ferocious or ſangujvary Plans which 


at his feet, and all thoſe ſolemnities which” i Tender the laſt 
Hour awful, he hoped the court would ten deßert Hm he hop- 
ed his countrymen would believe biln—be/Riew his God would 
2 firioins-t af fol hit; euru- 
ing to his brother; he in a moſt; püthette mager aereld/imts- hie 
| family affairs, and made a application ForJBhdeſptre.. There 


"was ſearcea dy eye in ebort, "and Lord geha, ms addreſs 
doo chem, quickened the ſenſibility, hieß dbey bach excited: He 
pronounced the puniſnment incident to Neck treaſon, with Wi its 
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© SATURDAY S morning 10 bean eee * 3 
wo af theſe wretched victims of a disbalical ambigon, the 
_ hits Sende tar che New ain at ge o check jo der 8 
| perform their duty. i | 
* The grifoger Hier eemed 40 be funk jnto a Rate of ies 

1 Jahn diſplayed at times lampwhat mere er 
bot appeared on the whole dreadfully agitated. 
Throughout the night after their conviction, chey- were . ie 
| watched 10 prevent their making any attempt upon their own = 4 
lives ; but of this they appeared to be incapable, as during chat 
time they ſunk either in utter ĩnattention, or only ou 
fipg themſelves to join ig bitter lameptations of their pabappy— 
fate. When any, perſon approached, this deſpondtacy was thas = = 1 
ken off far.s momept.by Jahn Sbeares, and ſametimet n hib exe 4 
re -by: e bes ayer. the eee "1 
 inflanily relapſed. "TER 
© Whep the Sheriffs arrived, the ee Gow ebe 
1%, the bearers of a ſupplication to gorgramegt for a hort reſpite, in 
ich | conlideration of uhieb they offered to make the. moſt uſafnl if 2 
- Coyeries. This meſſage being carried to the Caſtle, garertment oo 2 
* already poſſeſſed of wake informatiqn of every e 5 3 
| the Sheares's covld diſcoxer, refuſed 40 grade the 16+ 
pite. hae 


Upon receiring . refuſal,” a new application wit med” in 
che moſt abject terms, waeren a relpite tal Or for at 
leaſt one of them. 0 

Of this meſſage the Sheriffs were humane: emen — OY 
the bearers, but returned with a ſecondirefuſal. e 
Wo Alt this repeated diſappointment the lesen were "maſt. E 1 

dreadfully ſhaken, but upon being directed to Prepare for death, | NY 
d- made te and Mort n ** in torouſe 
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ſpite is variouſly interpreted; perhaps there may be ſome eluci- 


( 3. 3 


An the interval ws the reply to their i laſt meſſage and their 
execution, the clerical gentlemen who attended continued to ex- 
hort them to full repentance and diſcloſure” of their crimes ; 
Heory declared that his obje& was a reform, and that be never 


| had intended to excite indiſcriminate maſſacre. John made the 


Ame declaration, and added, “ 1 hope this example will have © 
the effect it is intended to have; I fear it will not; Government 


* Bitte lach whom they ought to execute,” The Rev. Mr. Gantt, 


_ alarmed at the uncharitable tendency of theſe words, aſe if 
they died in charity with all men ? they replied they did. TO 
When the: execntioner was fitting the rope, be by forne awk- 
wardneſs preſſed the neck of Henry Sheares, who with a a degree 
df aſperity and violence ill ſuited to his ſituation, cried out, 
„ Damn you, you ſcoundrel, do woa mes to ſtrargle we before 
e time?” 4 10 4: 99% 
They requeſted that they might not continue long ls to 
the gaze of the multitude, and having each an halter fixed round 
his neck, and a cap drawn over his face, holding by each other's | 
hand, they tottered out * upon the platform in be f front of the 
priſon. . 
In making the rope faft withinz John Skew was bined up 
to the block of the tackle, and continued ere 2 minute gl 


11 did fall—and inſtabtly both were ended After a 
ing about twenty minutes, they were, at a quarter after three 
o'clock let down into the ſtreet, when the hangman ſeparated 
their heads from their bodies, and taking the heads held them 


1 ap, F * 


BEHOLD THE HEAD or A Tauro. 


In the evening the trunks and the heads were taken away in 
two ſhells provided by a teſpectable gentleman unhappily connect- 
ed with one of the W and buried in the e o& | 
St. Michan's. 6 » 

The anxious defire expreſſed by the FTE for a ſhort re- 


dation 


' 
3 


9 


8 


14 5 


gation Wie the! queſtion of 25. Sbeates to the Dole on 
de morning oſ Saturday, when he aſked waa the city of Dahn 
Aiſturbed or attacked in the courſe of the night, and his obyiors | 
_ difappointment at being anſwered i in-the negative. 330867, $40] 
aA ſmall party of the Loyal Dublin cavalry attended as 2 pai 
on the execution ; the number of ſpectators was incalculable. 
I is ſingular to recollect that theſe unhappy men were pen 
1 12th of July, the anniverſary of the Battle bf Aughrim, add 
executed on the 24th of July, the anniverſary” of che Trench 
| Revolution, in which the wretched ak toe are Gig" 10 "Hive « 
been peculiarly. acts. 4 . 95 
The cart into which. the. bodies.were lowers in Ge 
decapitated, had been preſſed by the Sheriffs ese ee NE 
hen taken was driven by the father of Carty, executed laſt No. 
vember for a conſpiracy againſt; the life of Lord Carnanoron, | 
In che fate of theſe wretched. men, we have” anather*nicfini. 
choly proof of the horrible effects which the di iabolical-prineiples' | 
deviſed in France, and ſcattered like the contapion' of a peſti. 
Jence through. every. neighbouring: country, produced on the u- 
man mind. The two unfortunate gentlemen miglit from their 
birth and education, their affluence and their talents; have Al- 
pired to the higheſt elevation and the moſt untroubled· proſperiey; 
their father, a worthy and reſpectable gentleman, acquired a large 
fortune in the very lucrative and honourable profeſſion of a Ban- 
ker, in the great commercial city of Cork. Henry Sheares, the 


elder brother, who was remarkable for a large purple ſpot on his : 
cheek, had ſerved in the army, as a Lieutenant, and was reduce. 


* 


ed at the peace of 1783 to half. pay, which he enjoyed at the 8 © = Is 


moment of his conviction ; he aſterwards was called to the bar, 
though he was never very conſpicuous in that profeſſion... His 
brother John was alſo called to the bar, and the general opinion 
of his talents rated them as highly in point of prefeſſional merit 
as thoſe of the moſt eminent lawyers.Unhappy for theſe wretched 
men, they were reſident in France during the dreadful era of the 
revolution of the 10th of Auguſt which overturned. the Throde: 
by the horrible ſcenes which paſſed around them if which wðe 
have too much reaſon to ſuppoſe them to haye been actors were: 


they e to look upon murder as a — = of, . 75 
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 poblicans, and maſſacre as merely a revolutionary i With 
bat fatal impreſpon thoſe dedrines weighed upon their minds 


they could obſerve no very faint reſemblance to their prototypes | 


ball, to the demoniac ſpirit which dictated the mercileſs procla- 


ond; the feelings of their uyliappy friends, or excite 'againft 


nation or unkindneſs. But hen we reflect upon the extent of 
their crime in its ayowed objects and inevitable conſequences — Fa 


(of. our m ſanguinary enemies. 


K 


the ſad detail of their trial will manifeſt. After the murder of 
abe unfortunate Louis XVI. theſe two unfortunate. men leſt 
France and came to this country, they found a ſociety ready 


formed to receive and encourage the doctrines which they import- 
ed from France ; and in the original United Itiſhmen'6f Dublin, 


the Jacobins of Paris. How far they deũgned to go, was-per 
haps at firſt not very clear to themſelves ; from ſtep to ſtep they 
proceeded, from libellous manifeſtoes iſſued from the-Taylor's- 


mation diſcovered in their papers. In faying this much; we eel, 
perbaps, that we have ſaid too much: ĩt is far from our wiſli to 


the wretched victims of infuriate ambition a ſentiment of indig- 


ve are bound (while we beſtow our pity upon gentlemen reduced 
by poiſonous principles to ſuch a degradation) inceſſantly to re- 
turn our thanks to that Providence which has were the 9 851 


= 
5 
5 
9 * 
3 
4 \ 
- 
- .4 * 
. 
# \ 
- 
1 
as p 
b - 
. * , 
* 


SESSION HOUSE, JULY 17 and 18, 1798. 
„ 4 » 8 | . ; PPE ue 2 1 
. „ ir 2 5 ; „ 
1 121 * 8 2 N N . $# 


2 — by ht Grd Jn. = 
whoſe names. are hereafter recited in this Report, againſt 9 
John Cann, for High Treaſon, on two prineipal counts. 
Iſt. for compaſſing aud imagining. the Gente 7 Ap. ns. 
ent ve oe ROgy FRrnnes. I 
f On Toeſday, Jupe 27, 1798, the priſoner John M Cann, 
$a put to che bar af the ſaid Court of the Seſſions Houſe, 
Dublin, when a copy of the indi&ment found againſt! him was 
ſeryed on him; ; and | the Priſoner being aſked by the Court what 
Counſel be would chuſe to be aſſigued to him, the Priſoner 
made choice of John Philpot Curran, Eſq; King's Counſek, 0 
and Leonard M Nlally, Eſq; to be his Counſel,; and appoint- 8 
dd Mr. James Crawford, Attorney, to be his Law Agent. 
And then the Court adjourned to the 4th day of July. ö 
O02 Wedneſday, July 4, the Court met purſuant ti tt 
ment, when the . priſoner John M*<Cann, on being arraig nk "a 
on the indictment abovementioned, pleaded Not Guilty, a ' 
faid he would be ready for his trial in a few days. 1 
On Tueſday, „July 17, 1798, came on the trial of John | 
Mann, for High Treaſon. Sa I 
Tbe Counſel for the proſecution were: | | b 
The Right Honourable Joun Tous, Efq His er, "EY 
| Auorey General. 
Jou STEWART, Eſa his nud Solicitor Genepal, | 
Dapizt Wia R, Eſg. „„ 
1 7 Law Agents Thomas — Elz. 5 oo 9 
Counſel gn behalf c of the Priſoner, key whe N ON | 
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Jonx P. Cupnan, Eſq. Kip: wor, EY 
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* The Jury were ſworn, vie. © 
| 4 Patrick Bride, Eſq. 7 Arthur Stanley, Eig. 

William Thompſon, Eſq. 8 Arthur Hoſeley, Eſq. 

3 Francis Kirkpatrick, Eſq. 9 Mr. Thos. Black, Merch: 

4. Mr. T. Hendrick, Merch. 10 Mr. M. Culloden, Merch. 

5 Richard Henſon, Eſq. 11 Mr. Peter Roe, Merchant. 
6 Mr. Rich. | Jackſon, Merch. 12 Mr. Rich. Quintin, Merch. 

The Clerk of the Crown read neg to the Telles- 


wit, The Grand Jurors on their oath 
* find the following Bill of indiament 
againſt John M*Cann, a True Bill, and ſo forth, via. John 
M Cann, you ſtand indicted for that you not having the fear 
of God before your eyes, nor the duty of your allegiance 
| conſidering, did on the 20th day of May, in the 38th year of 
| the reign of his preſent Majeſty, in the pariſh of St. Michael 
© "the Archangel, in the County of the City of Dublin, and 
it divers other times, as well before as after the ſaid z oth day 
of May afozeſaid, you the ſaid John M*Cann, with divers 
other falſe traitors did conſpire and meet together to raiſe and 
| a rebellion in this kingdom, &c. You the faid John 
M Cans ſand charged in this indictment for compaſſing and 
imagining the death of the King, and for adhering to che 
King's enemies. Thoſe two counts in the indictment are 
grounded on thirteen Overt Acts, tending. to raiſe and levy 
- a rebellion in Ireland, with intent to depoſe and dethrone the 
King, and ſubvert the Conſtitution of this his Majeſty's realm 
of Ireland, by various acts of conſpiracy entered into by the 
ſaid John M Cann, and dixers other falſe traitors; to procure 
ſuch their evil i imaginations into effect, the ſaĩd John M<Cann, 
did meet and conſult. together, with other falſe traitors, to pro- 
cure men, money, arms and ammunition and ſo forth, and to 
gli and effect the ſame, did meet and conſult together 
at divers times, at the hoyſe of Oliver Bond in Bridge-ftreet, 
in the City of Dublin, with other falſe traitors, to deviſe and 


concert means of forwarding the ſaid rebellion. And you the 


Fake of the City of Dublin; to 
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faid | John M*Cany fand charged with aſſociating with a So- | 


ptr Son b 


$8 


ciety or Brotherhood, called United Irimmen, for the purpoſe 
of inviting the enemies of « our Sovereign Lord the King to 


| invade this his kingdom of Ireland. And you the fail John 


MeCann ſand charged for having i in your poſſeſſion and ih 


your own hand-writing, certain written papert, ſpecifying to 


be accounts and returns of Men, Arms and Ammunition, 
levied pid collected for the wicked purpoſes aforeſaid, and fo 


forth. You, the ſaid John M. Cann, ſtand charged for having 
perpetrated and committed all theſe Acts as aforeſaid, in the 


Pariſh of Saint Michael the Archangel, at divers times be- 


fore and after the 20th day of Muy, in the 38th year of his 


Majeſty" s reign; to carry into effect your wicked evil ĩmagiuas 
tions and intentions as aforeſaid, —contrary to his Majeſty's | 
Peace, his Crown and Dignity ; againſt the duty of your ale. 

glance, and contrary to the ſtatute in that caſe made awd} 


vided. How fay you, John M*Cann, are you guilty of 't 


f Treaſon f in manner and form as {red * ne or not 
guilty ? ME; $3480 Sk: - 
Priſoner. ' Not Giitty. CE car Re? i hoe . 


Clerk of the Crown. Cup how will you be nr 


Priſoner. By God and my country! eee BO . 


Clerk of the Crown. God ſend you a good eee 
| The Soticrrox General (Mr. Srzwanr) in a ſhort, 


| ſimple and conciſe manner, ſtated the caſe againſt the priſonerʒ 
which being little more than an anticipation of the evidence, 


we ſhall not attempt to follow ; the obſervations which he 


made were few, but forcible. —It would be found, he faid, that 


on the very night on which Lord Moira was making an attempt = 
to conciliate (as it was phraſed) the agitators of the country 
thoſe very agitators were refolring that nothing ſhort of the 
entire ſeparation of the ewo countries, and the effabliſhinedt'\&f 
a Republic in Ireland, would ſatisfy their furious ambition 


He alſo obſerved, that the old complaint, that though by the 


Engliſh law two witneſſes were neceſſary to an overt· act of 
Treaſon, one only was neceſſary here, could not now avail; 
two witneſſes would be produced ; it was true both in the light © 
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e but "who cf could gre. information. of fuck 


and education, unhappily ſeduced. by a wretched 
| kition, wha, though , born of the fir family in 12 155 


tenſive in Dublin; had acquired a conſiderable property in the 


| 3 of Oliver Bond; the priſoner reſided as Clerk with 
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dark and defperate conſpiracies as exiſted. in this coun oh 
One of them wauld be found to be a man 2 ban 1: 


bleman, who had already fallen the victim of his dia 


to forward thoſe ambitious hopes be bed conceived, enterell 
into fraternity even with an iron-monger's clerk, the Þrifoner 
at the Bar.—The Sol. Gen, ſhortly ſketched the 7 Rate 
towhich. this country had already been reduced by the 
tiges of ſuch men; and in order to proye the W 
and confidential fituation of- the priſoner Mang, read a num | 
ber of papers taken on bim when arreſted, written in his own 
hand, and evincing that he was indeed a very privcipal agent | 
in che conſpiracy which has laid waſte this country. 

- He flated the caſe at large, and explained the ls of High 
Treaſon by the Statute, of the 25th of Edw, III. and lated : 
che overt-aQs as ſer forth in the indiQtment 3 and obſeryed that 
any one of ſuch overt · acts being proved hy written or parole 
evidence 1s ſufficient/to eſtabliſh either « of the;charges « of High | 

Treaſon laid in the indictment. 

Tbe firſt witneſs produced on the part 1 8 proſecution 1 was 
Thoms Reynolds, Eſq. formerly an emigent * wanulac- 
turer ja the Liberties of the city of Dublin, 4 
Tbemds Reynolds, Eſy. ſroorn—examined by the. Attorney FEAT] 
. - Witneſs had formerly been a reſident of Dublin ; bad lived 
ia Park · ſireet in the Liberty; his houſe of buſineſs was in Aſh- 
reet-z he was a ſilk manufaQurer, he, believed the moll « ex- 


county of Kildare, and lived at Kilkea-Caftle i in that county. 
Witaeſe bas been an United Iriſhman, was ſworn ſhortly after 
the - Filhch left Bantry ; he knows the priſoner z ſaw him at 


ri. Jackſon in Churck · ſlreet, the iron · founder; was an 
— Wl and acted as ſuch ; witneſs has been i in Baro - 
eee Fs 

A — Meeting is compoſed of Delegates Bom the 
ſimple 


1 1 
> — Barony; the gindatons ofthe Boy 


* 
— 


oy |. from ſimple Societies to Baronial, thence ts County, and thence 

0. 0 Provincial Meetings by delegation z in Dublin, on account'of = 
n- — the Baromies being numerous, there is an intermediate Society 

ad, between them and the County Society, called the 'Diſtrict 
rel ; Committee Witneſs has heard of the ExecyTivs Conmir-. 

ner r theſe! Societies ; he underſtood it to edufiſt of the 

ate bende who ſent orders and regulated the buſineſs of the king - 

as | e cot know whether they c Aefted or 

*/ "0 Hott W * 5 0 e 3 * 1 

a | e object of theſe Stcieries wars prietmitihe 


 Confiitmion andthe preſent Goverument, and ts eſtabliſn a Re- 
_ _ publicas Government inftead of it, we: to farbur any * 
of the French to forward thoſe views. eee 7 44 „ 
e wwirneſd knew of the meeting of the inn March at the 
_ houſe of Oliser Bond, when the priſoner was taken he had 
| tomrerſations” with the priſoner on the ſubject; 'witneſs had 
been directed by the County Meeting of Kildare, us their 
| Treaſurer, to attend a former meeting at Bond's houſe, and 
to apply to the Priſoner who would introduce him witneſs 
had gone to the priſoner ſhortly before the 12th of March, 
and aſted him when and where the next Provincial Meeting 


4 would be held? Priſoner aſked witneſs, if he had bis/country 

il. returns of men, arms, money and ammunition? Witneſs 

ed faid he had not. M. Cann then ſaid he could not giveinforma- 

h. tion of the meeting until theſe returns were brought by witneſs 

= to be laid before the Provincial Meeting. | Witneſs never at- 

he "tended a Provincial Meeting himſelf, but at the Baronial-and 
7 County Meetings: bringing and e en 58. — 24 
= made part of the buſineſs. - 

at On the Saturday after, wtyble went 10-the e ine bd - 


(4 _ . procure the retarns, and called on Mr. Daly; at'Mlcullen, for 
them; Daly i is ſon to a man who keeps-a ſhop there, and was 
a delegate with witneſs to the Provincial Meeting; he wrote 
Lopes of the returns and gave them to witneſs, who brought 
to D on the Monday — and either on Wed- 
+; 8 welter | 


_. differ in Dublin and in the country ; in the country they are | 
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neſday or Thurſday called on NM. Cans to ſhew them to him: 


MI. Cann looked over them} and expreſſed his ſurpriſe that there 


had been no increaſe ſince the former returns; he added, that 


he could not then give witneſs information of the place and 


time of the Provincial Meeting, but would call on witneſs on 
the next Sunday and tell him; witneſs aſked him to come to 
breakfaſt, which he did; this was Sunday the 11th of March, 
the day before the arreſt at Bond's. - Mrs. Reynolds having 
left the room, M Cann told witneſs that the Provincial Meet- 
ing would be next day at Boud's at eleven o' clock, and deſired 
witneſs to be punctual in his attendance, as buſineſs of very 
great conſequence was expected. The members of this Pro- 
vincial Meeting were delegates from the county Societies. 

Witneſs had been at Bond's on Saturday the 1oth ; M. Cann 
was there alſo, and ſaid „ Bond, we muſt have a room for 
Monday. Bond replied, © you ſhall have the room you had 
lat ; will you haye the little room alſo ?” Bond and priſoner 
then walked up the ware-room, and woulpered together, _ 
ſhortly after witneſs retired, 5 | 
| Witneſs bas heard M*Cann ſpeak of Lord Edward W 


,  rald—but not much remembers * ſaying: that he * 


a fine fellow and warm in the cau 
Lord Edward did reſide at the ds „dem witneſs 


viſited him: Witneſs held the command of Colonel of the Ba- 
rony of Kilkea and Moone : he became Colonel in this manner 


Lord Edward called at his houſe in Park-ftreet in November 


[Here the priſoner's counſel infiſted that no converſation 
with Lord Edward could be given in evidence againſt the pri- 
ſoner, when he was not preſent at it ; the Crown Lawyers 


| however inſiſted that having once proved Lord Edward and 


M Cann to have been engaged | in the ſame treaſon, the words 
and acts of one were to be taken as the words and aQs of both; ; 
to this the Judges aſſented, and the examination continued. 
Lord Edward was an United Iriſhman : The priſoner ſaid, 
he was a fine fellow and warm in the uſe ; witneſs has always 
underſtood from them that the ow Ws the VOOR; of the 


n. &c. 
Witneſs 
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| Witneſs » was 3 2 Colonel 3 Lad Edward in 

November laſt; at witneſs's houſe in Park · ſtreet, Lord Edward 

ſolicited him to become a Colonel for the Barony of Kilkes, 
and Moone; witneſs heſitated ;' witneſs had a property in chat 

barony; Lord Edward had one in the ſame county, about 
eight miles from witneſs's. Lord Edward argued with witneſs, 
and perſuaded him to accept it. Ina ſubſequent. converſation 
Lord Edward told him that one Kenna would call on witrneſe 
beforethe election. Witneſs expreſſed doubts that the United 

Iriſhmen could ſtand in battle before the King's troops; Lord 

Edward replied that this was not altogether neceſſary ; that 

a landing of the French was expected - that ſome of the United 
 Iriſhmen. would certainly fall into their ranks, but that the 
great body would only have to make the King's troops feel 

_ themſelves in an enemy's country, by attacking their convays, - 
cutting off their detachments, forage and proviſions.” —Witneſs 
went to Kilkea in January, Matthew Kenna, who is a far- 
mer's fon, called upon him and told bim that at the firſt meet- +» 
ing in February a Colonel was to be choſen, and aſked witnefs 

if he would ſtand the ballot ?—This was to be a meeting of the 

Captains of the Barony ; witneſs told him he would, for that 

Lord Edward had been ſpeaking to him Kenna ſaid he knew. 

that; that it would be neceſſary for witneſs to hold a civil em- 

ployment i in the ſervice of the United Iriſhmen :—Would he 
chuſe to be Secretary or Treaſurer ? Witneſs ſaid, Treaſurer, 

as leaſt reſponſible, and leaſt trouble. Kenna ſaid he was glad 

of it; that he would go forward himſclf as Secretary. About 
the 15th of February he called again, and told witneſs he was. 

unanimouſly choſen Colonel and 'Freaſurer. < 
| Aſter Lord Edward had applied to witneſs and he had « con- To 
ſented, witneſs met Oliver Bondi —g—- 

[Here priſoner's counſel objected to any evidence — 
Bond, who was not on his trial. 

Witneſs, was: ſtrengthened in his 3 is another N 
perſan. Kenna came about the 15th of February, (he was an 
United Iriſnman, and one of witneſs's Captains) and told ON 
ann himſelf had been choſen e ; that a county. 


n mes 
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meeting would be held next Sunday at the Nineteen · mile houſe ; 
P n. wich m2 
the meeting. 


* Witneſs Sen Frith bins te the PNG . 
took an Oath of Secrecy, and they then went to the election 
of a new delegate to the provincial meeting, and er 2 
Trenſurer for the next three months. 

Mr. Cummins of Kildare, was choſen FOTOS z a "abs 
aroſe as to the propriety of electing a new Treaſurer, out of 

* reſpe@ to Lord Edward, the former Treaforer, who was ab- 
ſent ; but Cummins ſaying that he had directions from Lord 
Edward to ſay, that being a marked | man, he  withed for a 
while to drop attending the meetings, and defired them to 
appoint a new Treaſurer for three months; witneſs was choſen 
Treaſurer, and Daly of Kilcullen, Delegate. The Secretary | 

and Treaſurer are from their offices delegates. Michael Rey- 

nolds, of Naas; had acted in ſome appointment (witneſs believed 

b 7's that of Secretary for three months preceding; he told wit- 

WT neſs that a provincial meeting would be held next day at Oli- 
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14 4 ver Bond's at one o' clock; witneſs did not attend; ; it was toe 
{ +1 far; witneſs had to go home fourteen miles and return _ 
1 ſix, and it was then four o'clock in the evening. 
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The arreſt took Pn the day after a breakiaited with 
the witneſs. , ' 

17 Michael Reynolds was the perſon who deſired witneſs to 
41 call upon N. Cann with the return, and told him he ſhould be 
1 thereupon admitted, 

About four o'clock on the bay M*Cann had breakfaſted with 
the witneſs, witneſs called upon Lord Edward at Leinſter- 
Houſe ; witneſs had got a printed paper of orders from Capt. 
Saurin to the Lawyers Infantry, dire&ing them ©* to repair to 
Smithfield in caſe of alarm, to apply to him for ball-cartndge, 
aud if obliged to leave town, to depoſit their arms at his bouſe - 
ſor ſafcty,” and encloſing an injunction on another" piece of 
paper, © to keep thoſe orders' ſecret.” Witneſs ſhowed: this 
paper to Lord Edward, who ſeemed greatly agitated on read - 


ing it, and ſad . he thought Government tied 46 en 
222 him, 
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u him, and that he wiſhed he could get off to France co hal —— 
« the invaſion, which he could do by his - intimacy = 
« Talleyrand Perigord, one of the French Miniſtry ;*” he f. „%, 


ec he could not approve of a general invaſion at firſt, but ti 
* the French had ſome fine faſt-ſailing frigates, on board 
« which he would put as many Engliſh and Iriſh Officers aa 
he could procure to come from France, and as many per- 
* ſons capable of drilling men as he could get, with ſtores, 
0 ammunition, and military, and run theſe into ſome port i in | 
« this kingdom. he thought Wexford—as the molt likely to | 
« be unſuſpected, and being among their friends; if this ſuc- 
« ceeded, he could eſtabliſh a rallying-poige wag other op, 
* ſhould come.” 

The meetings at W . attended with che e 
had for their buſineſs the receiving returns of men, arms and,, 
ammunition, &c. for the general cauſe: priſoner acted as 8e- 
cretary to baronial meetings, where witneſs was preſent ; wit · | 
neſs was delegated along with John M*Cormick, of Thomas- 
ſtreet, to attend a baronial Committee at the Siruggher, ia 

Cook; ſtreet; when they went, M. Cann came out of one room | 
and took them into an adjoining one, and there ſwore J. Cor- 
mick, that he had been duly delegated to attend the meeting, 
and alſo to anſwer for the due delegation of witneſs. He then 
brought Cormick and witneſs in to the Committee; Mr. 
M Cann was that day re- choſen Secretary: this was in March 
twelve · month; . has known him ever lince 7 


well. | | 
Witneſs has heard that M*«Cann was W at Bonden - the 


Officers taken there made a number of vacancies.—Witneſs ſaw - 
Lord Edward the Wedneſday after in his place of concealment” 
in Aungier-ſtreet, who bid him come to him the next night,— 
which he did; Lord Edward ſaid he had money as treaſurer -- 
of the county of Kildare, and alſo as treaſurer of the barony 
of Ophaley ; that he would have theſe ſums ſertled. He gare 
witneſs a paper, which he deſired him to give to the county 
committee as his addreſs to them not to think any thing 


« of what had paſſed—it was a trifle that Ay ſhould fill up © 
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3 bf 1 . Heir; vacancies as ſpeedily as dollble; that they Toad * 
7 4 © very ſoon called upon.” —[ This paper was afterwards burned | 
ö 13 a 4 z meeting of witneſs's Captains at Athy, becauſe it was in 
Pond Edward's hand ; it had been firſt read at a county meet- 

14 iis ing at Bell's on the Curragh ; the Tueſday after, being mar- 

BA ket-day, at Athy ; witneſs met his Captains, when the paper 

T if - was read and afterwards burned]J—** and that they might rely 

1 &« upon his being in his place in the day of need.” In conſe- 
uence of this a new election took place in the room of Cum- 
mins; Michael Reynolds was elected. Witneſs knew M. 

Reynolds from meeting him; he is a little dark · coloured man; 

N Cummins was an apothecary in Kildare, of a thin oounte- 

EN nance, rather tall, with dark lank hair. 

. [ - Witneſs firſt diſcloſed the United Iriſhmens? bufineſs to Mr. 
6-44 William Cope, with whom he had conſiderable connexions ; 
A wirneſs had mortgaged a property to him for 5o0ol. and on the 
Fins death of the late Sir Duke Giffard, they went together ro 
. Caſtle- Jordan, to take poſſeſſion of it ; they dined there; Lord 

5 Wycombe : and other perſons were preſent, and the converſa- 

. tion. ran on general politics ; returning to town next day, Mr. 

.» = Cope renewed the ſubject of politics, and repreſented in ſtrong 

15 9 colours the horror of a revolution the murders, robberies and 

a 1 5 devaſtations—the overthrow of all religion—government—pro- 

9 perty, of every thing near and dear to man, in ſuch a way that 

16 witneſs was ſhocked at the deſcription. Witneſs then told 

: N Mr. Cope that he believed he knew a perſon who was not ſan- 


guinary, and did not wiſh for murder, who would. deſert the 
United Iriſhmen, and to make amends for any crime he had 
committed in being one of them, would give Government ſuch 
information as he Poſſeſſed, which witneſs believed was very 
conſiderable. | - > PH 

Mr. Cope ſeized on this and ſaid chat ſuch a man would be, 
and ought to be placed higher in the country than any man that 
ever was in it; witneſs told him neitherhonours nor rewards would 
be deſired or accepted if this man came forward ; and that he, 
the witneſs, would call upon him in two or three days on the 


ſubjeR. 1 1 85 
1 © Witneſs 
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| Witnela did call, and iid he had feen his friend and prevailed 


on him to come forward on certain conditions; and that he hed 
conſiderable information to give; Mr. Cope ſaid the man ovght = 
to have greater conditions than he could wiſh for—a ſeat in J 


Parliament and a thouſand a-year ; witneſs replied, that the 
eonditions were mifunderſtood—that All that was required ws = 
that the perſon ſhould not be proſecuted himfelf, nor be forced 

to proſecute any other perſon, afid that the channel of infofma - 


tion ſhould be kept a complete fecret ; and that avthe perfon 


would be in danger of aſſaſſination if rhe thing tranſpired; he 
would be obliged to leave the country for a time, and therefore 


required that his extraordinary expences ſhould be paid. Mr. 
| Cope deſired to know what they would be ?—Witnels Taid; a 
liberty to draw on him for any ſum under 500 gnineas would be . 
required. Mr. Cope preſſed greater rewards, and expreffed 
| his ſurpriſe that they ſhould be refuſed; at length he acquiefced, 


and reccived the information which — wy him ag Foy 


another perſon. 


Witneſs told Mr. Cope of the bettlag at Bond's belbie it 
was had ;—witneſs had heard of ic from Daly about a fortnight 
before, but Daly could not give him preciſe information; on 


Sunday, however, after M'Cann had told witneſs, he ral ur. 


Cope decidedly of it. 
Witneſs has incurred loſſes to the amount of Gool and bas 


received 500 guineas, | — . 


Witneſs never told any one, even his wiſe, of his communi: 


cation with Mr. Cope. 
Witnels went afterwards to Kilkea, attend one  covnty 1 


meeting and one meeting of Captains ſhortly after Kenna came 


to him, and told him it was ſaid he was the man who betrayed 
the meeting at Bond's ; that he had heard it as a rumour, but 
if he heard more of it he would acquaint him.—Oan the roth 6f 


April, the Delegate of the Barony of Narra and Rheban, 


whole name witneſs does not know, came to him from 8 
county meeting, and ſaid he ( witneſs) muſt attend the county . 


meeting at Bell's on the Curragh, to ſtand bis trial on accuſa- f * 


tions brought frap Dublin from the ptovincial meeting by 
NI. 2 


, 


(%) 
N. Reynolde, for having 3 the meeting at t Bond's; be 
- aid he was ny, and ſo were all the , that py would be 
acquitted. 
+, Witneſs had before determined to quit the country, but had 
been delayed by Mrs. R's being ill; he intended to have ſet 
out on the Vonday after ; but on Saturday Captain Erfkine and 
a a party of the gth Dragoons came to live at free quarters at 
. Kilkea, and put witneſs under arreft ; they ſtaid eight or ten 
days, and deftroyed much of his property, eat his proviſions, 
and drank his wine ;—after they left him, witneſs ſet out for 
Dublin; at Naas, he met Mr. Taylor, of Athy, who told 
him he had intended to write or come to witneſs to let him 
know, that he (witneſs) was the public talk of Dublin, as the 
perſon who had betrayed the meeting at Bond's ; and that if he 
went there he would be murdered, and the houſe in which he 
was pulled down ; witneſs then went back to his own houſe, 
and the next morning as he ſtood at the Poſt-office in Caſtle- 
Dermot, he was arreſted by a party of the gth Dragoons, and 
ent to Athy goal on information ſworn * by one of 
his on Captains. 
Witneſa does not ſuppoſe that Government , IBS him to be | 
the perſon giving information ; for he defired Mr. Cope not to 
mention his name, and he has reaſon to believe that even Mr. 
C. did not know that the information came from the witneſs 
This witneſs gave a clear connected teſtimony of various 
meetings had with the priſoner for the treaſonable purpoſes 
aforeſaid, witneſs being an United Iriſhman, The priſoner's 
counſel laboured to invalidate his teſtimony on the ſtrength of 
ſome alledged * in n of Gedling within his own 
family. 5 
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"op G by Mr. Curran, 

Said he was married to a iſs Witherington, the 2 5th of 
March, 1794 ; was not more than 16 years of age when his 
father died; had two fiſters ; his mother carried on buſineſs for 
fome time after his father's death: does not recolle& any charge 
haying been made on him of * trinkets belonging to his 

| oY 


tl ũ % % Rs 
| fiſters, nor of Kealing his mother's caſh ; knows that a charge 
had been made on him by his mother of having procured a ſce - 
leton-key to an iron-cheſt, where ſhe kept papers, butnocaſhz; 
4c her pariner Mr. Warren, having taken care that ſhe ſhould not 
have much of the latter to encumber her.“ Is confident his mother 
was a woman incapable of making any charge which ſhe did | 
not believe true, as ſhe was a woman of truth, though paſſion- _ 
ate; was charged with ſtcaling trinkets belonging to his mo- 
ther, and a piece of luteſtring, (during her partnerſhip with 
Mr. Warren,) to give to a girl, which charges he acknow- 
ledged were well-founded ; denied having had a ſkeleton-key. 
Being aſked how long his mother-in-law, Mrs. Witherington, 
was dead? replied, about 12 months laſt April; ſhe lived at 
his houſe in Aſh- ſtreet 10 months previous to her death; com- 
plained of being ill a few days before ſhe died; recollects he 
had brought her medicine ; explained this cireumſtance, by 
ſaying that a Mr. Fitzgerald, who was an apothecary, and a 
friend to his family, on quitting buſineſs had left him a cheſt of 
_ medicines, compoſed of Caſtor Oil, Tartar Emetic, Rhubarb, 
 &c. that he himſelf was very ſubje& to ſickneſs in his ſtomach ; 
and that Mr. Fitzgerald made up ſome papers of Tartar Emetic - 
for him to take when indiſpoſed, which he frequently had oc- 
caſion to do, and never failed to experience inſtantaneous relief 
from the doſe; on one occaſion recollects this medicine had 
faved his life. Mrs. Witherington having complained violently 
of her ſtomach, he recommended to her to take a paper of the 
Tartar Emetic, which had ſo often relieved him in a ſimilar 
complaint; ſhe conſented, and it was adminiſtered to her. Be- 
| ing aſked if ſhe did not expire in 18 hours after having taken 
the doſe ? replied, . te did not. She lived from Friday to the 
Sunday following, and then expired to his ſorrow. Acknow- 
ledged to have paid her 3ool. a few days before her death, for 
which he took her receipt ; the money, he ſaid, was not found _ 
after her death.— Being aſked if he knew he had been charged 
by any of her family with having purloined this money? re- 
plied, that he certainly never had been charged to his face with 
ſuch an act, but believes his brother-in-law, Capt. Withering- 
ton, capable of ſaying unkind things of him. Accounted for 
F535 in the 
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to; 
the money not having been found after her deceaſe, by expreſ- 
ſing a confidence that her ſon Edward had taken it, for whom 


ſhe meant to purchaſe a Commiſſion in the army ; and aſſigned 


that as her reaſon for calling it in ſo precipitately, as well as an 


hundred pounds for which ſhe had his bond. 
Being aſked if he knew a woman of the name of Cahil, an- 


* ſwered in the affirmative. Did execute ſecurities to her ſeveral 


times for money ſhe lent him, particularly a Bond for 100l. 
and a Note for. 25]. Mrs. Cahil having drawn zl. of the latter 
before it became due, he executed a part Nate to her for the 
remaining 20l. cannot fay whether he gave her any other Notes 
or not; owed her 50l. beſide ; executed the Bond to her ſnort- 
ly after his marriage. Said Mrs. Cahil was an old woman, who 
paſſed the principal part of her life in his family, and became 


latterly blind and infirm. After his marriage, Mrs. Reynolds 


had her brought to his own houſe, in which there was a room 


allotted to her: Shortly after her becoming an inmate in his 


family, the conſulted with two ladies, friends of her's, one a 
Mrs. Molloy, his grand-aunt, and the other a Mrs. Fitzgerald, 


| his immediate aunt, whether ſhe had not better fink the 17ol. 


with bim for her life at 14 per cent. as ſhe ſaid ſhe intended 


the principal at all events as preſents to his children. He always 


paid her the intereſt as ſhe called for it, and when ſhe demand - 
ed a ſettlement he conſented ; but on receiving his former Bond, 


_ Inſtead of giving her a new one in return, he by miſtake gave 


her an old Bond and Warrant filled up, but not executed, 


_ whichlay in his office as a precedent for himſelf and his clerks'y 


paid her part of the money and gave Notes for the remainder. 
Had been in the country when he received a letter from a Mr. 
Sullivan, fequainting him of the miſtake in the Bond, which 
be anſwered immediately; ſaying he would ſhortly come to 
town and rectify the miſtake. Received afterwards a letter 
from an Attorney. on the ſame ſubject. When he came to 
town he went to rs. Molloy, who he knew was in the confi- 
dence of Mrs. Cahil, and be believed might have had the bond 
in truſt. The Note he acknowledged to have antedated to 


the day he received the l z cannot e his memory 
| with 


Lad your 9 


owner. 


( #7 5 


with having antedated jt within the period of bis minority; 


was of age in 92, and the tranſaction of the- ſettlement was 


in June 933 received an angry letter from his annt, Mrs. Fita- 
gerald, touching this buſineſs, but does not recolle&.that it. 


contained any charge againſt him of having deceived an old. 
blind and helpleſs woman —— Mrs. Reynolds ſome ſhort time 


ſince brought him the Bond and Note, telling him that Mrs. - 


Cahil had given them to her to deliver to him as the right 
"rs. Oliver Bond, he ſaid, went to Mrs. Cahil to get 


up the papers from her, he ſuppoſed, in order to injure him; 
offered her moreover a bribe to proſecute him for an alledged 
fraud, and threatened her with a gaol if ſhe did not comply. 


Mrs. Cahil anſwered, that he, the witneſs, had always behaved 


to her like an honourable Gentleman, and rejected her bribe, 
Mrs. Bond then offered to give her a conſiderable ſum of 


money to deliver the papers, which ſhe again refuſed, zlledging 


ſhe had given them to the right owner. In the coyrſe of the 
croſs-examination, witneſs aſſerted he had paid the money to 
Mrs. C. and diſcharged his obligation by paſſing negaciable 


notes for the demand, part of which he had taken up ag they 
fell due, and part remaining out, not having become due. 
When he received the fictitious bond and the ues from Mrs. 


Reynolds, he burned them. 


Being aſked if Mr. Cope did not hen to praſecnte bim - 
28 a ſwindler for taking double credit for 1000l. in the courſe 


of their dealings, replied in the negative, and explained the cir- 


| cumſtance fo which it referred, by adverting to the tranſaction 
of having given him a mortgage for 500ol. on part of the 


property of the preſent Sir Duke Giffard, which witneſs pur- 


_ chaſed during his father's life-time. With this mortgage he | 


paſſed his perſonal ſecurity, continuing ſtill to deal with him, 

and incurring a debt on balance of account of 119091, beſide. _ 
Wiſhing to reſcue his perſonal ſecurity, he offered Mr. Cope _ 
roool. to relinquiſh it. But he muſt confeſs that on Mr. Cope 


f ſhortly after demanding a ſettlement of the balance due ta 
him, he, the witneſs, attempted. to ſtipulate, that on paying him, 


the thouſand W due on account, Mr. Cope ſhould relin- 
* | quiſh 


e TL 
' quiſh his perſonal "TOO connected with the mortgage for the- 


latter wrote a very earneſt letter to M r. Val. O'Connor his 
friend on the ſubject, which Mr. O'Connor tranſmitted to him 


duct to Mr. Cope. When he received the letter, he was re- 


4+ 9 * 4 * 
* q ws — 
w — — ſe 
— . 'Ss = = m2. — * ag - 
* - \ — . ©—* » * — — 4 ”P 4 - — ” * — — — 
wi a — * — vcr? — * — — « * — — _— — — — x ” » 4 be 
7 * ©. — * * — — — * 
* — * * 1 mY - — 28 — — 4 . = — 
— £ — - * — rr * * 4 o — - - 1.4 4 - = ——— 
bs . 2 g a — A — . 95 pie. —— — 
4 . —— * 4A 5 N 9 P * —_— Zeit — r 7 * * 
1 * S + $0 a: 4g nt 2 * — * N — 
N - , " = 
* „ „ . * * 5 » * — SY ” 
wo... l J * r — * p * . ww 
urn . LS MY X65 + « #3 — — * 3 by 


ſitation. 


8 — 
»S "A —_—— - 2 
* 2 3 * 2 — * — R 
RAE — — —— „0. —— — 
4 1 - — 


tion. He took the oath of allegiance: before he took the lat- 
ter; had become a yeoman, but took no oath in- conſequence. 


, keep 


in the country, together with a letter of his own, in which 
he reproached witneſs very roundly for ingratitude and miſcon- . 


turning from a journey to his houſe in the county of Kildare, 

where he would have reſted, but, inſtead of alighting, be pur- 
| ſued his way to town. Went ſtraight to r. Val. O'Connor”, - 
and from thence to Mr. - Cope, whom he ſatisfied withant he- | 


goool. againſt this M r. Cope. very firenuouſly 383 5 
and at length became diſpleaſed; offering him however one 
week, and no more, to conſider on his conduct, and come to 

4 2 fair ſettlement, The week having expired before he could 
ſatisfy Mr. Cope, being then in the County of Kildare, tbe 


-- 


. if. 19 i 5 being aſked if he ever denied to any one that the bond 
1 which he got from Mrs. Cahil was not the real one - replied, 
. Fa 7 be did not. On being aſked when be burned the bond? replied, 

by 1 6h about fourteen or fifteen days ago. 
I Was it or was it not previous to your't receiving a fi . 
1 bd | + mons to attend the Court as a witneſs on this trial, that Mrs. 
1 * 1 j Reynolds received the bond from Mrs. Cahil ? Fl 
1 A4. I cannot ſay; but I am certain that Mrs. Reynolds never 
1 thought about a ſummons when ſhe went to Mrs. Cahil.—Wit- . 
4 1 neſs ſaid he burned the papers after Mrs. Bond had endeavoured ., 
4 . 704 to get them from Mrs. Cahil, he was ſure for the purpoſe of 
Wa. i injuring him. —Acknowledged he took the oath of allegiance, 
„ 1 f and afterwards the oath of an United Iriſhman ; that the latter 


was adminiſtered with more folemnity than the former; he 
took an'vath of ſcerecy to the fraternity of United Irifhmen 
beſide. When he took theſe oaths he knew the extent of the 
views which the parties had in binding themſelves, being no 
leſs than to deſtroy the Government and ſubvert the Conſlitu- 


W both the oaths, he * with equal intent to 


| 2 ( 89 ) 
| 3 0 aſked when his mother died, and if he pre- 
ſcribed for her in her laſt ſickneſs? replied ſhe died laſt No- 


vember, did not know of what. diſcaſe—and never preſcribed” - - -- + 


for her.-Said he bas a ſiſter married to a Nr. Prendergaſt, , 
and knows nothing of any deed of annuity perfected to her; 
knows of a certain d deer, e to have 
been perſected. | 


Wi lian Belingham why EA. 2 and examined „ the 
Prime 'Serjeant.' 


 Taentificd the priſoner, whom he ſaw on the 12th af March : 
- laſt at the houſe of Oliver Bond, in Bridge-ſtreet: Diſcovered 
him with 13 or 14 more in company in a back room; having 
received previous information that he would find them there, 
| he went thither, accompanied by three ſerjeants of the 
army dreſſed in coloured cloaths, two of whom he poſted 5 
in different ſituations to ſecure the hall and inner- doors. —- 
He entered the houſe with a ſorjeant M Doogan, of the Dun- 
barton Fencibles, who alſo accompanied him up ftairs ; and on 
entering the room ſaw a certain perſon at a table, with a paper 
before him. He ſaw the priſoner with the words newly writ- 
ten on de  454-206 J. A. B. do ſolemnly declare that I have 
« been duly elefed.*” —When witneſs entered the room, he found 
| the perſons ſeated”at a table, with papers lying before them, an 
Which he deſired the parties (t to hold up their Hundt; this he 
did, leſt they ſhould deftroy the papers, and threatened to fire 
on them if they refuſed to comply. Fe found a prayer book 
on the table, with various papers on their perſons, and fſerjeant 8 
M. e e having by his directions approached the fire-place, 
in ſearching for papers he there diſcovered a bundle with 2 
memorandum- book, which he brought to him. —in this room 885 
he found the following perſons, of whoſe names and places to 
which they eg el to Je e e e he took A IG, 


which he read— - | . N 
Mr. lvers; Ng" 1 from FONT 8 K gt 4c bp 
Laurence Kelly, , —— Queen's County, «+ 
George Cummin,, — Kildare. 

Edward Hudſon, —— Grafton. ſtreet. 
John Lynch. — Nary'- Abbey. | 
Samuel Griffin, es 1 DR Gade 8 
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James Roſe, 
He arrived at eleven o'clock exactly, and 3 LES. 


ward which the ſerjeant + Nei pond nee e 


M*Cana ? I. Toers from Carlow cone v' 
' _  Croſe-examined by Mr. M. Vall. EE 
" Being aſked if he had ſeen any other perſons in the room, 
he ſaid that he met at the door there Mr. Dillon, of Bridge- 
ſtreet, who had come by mere accident, and was ſoon aſter- 
wards diſcharged. It alſo came out, that Oliver Bond, Henry 


+ Jackſon, Hach Jackſon, Dr. MeNevia and others, were found 


in another apartment. 
 Serjeant M*Doogan corroborated the teſtimony of Mr. Swan, 


a far 48 related to himſelf, with the addition, that along 
- with the bundle of papers found near the fire, he alſo found. 


a green ribbon knotted in form of a Shamrozh, with the de- 

vice of a Harp without a Crown worked thereon in gold let- 
ten, and de words Erin go Bragh, worked in 6 
ner over it. 


The next witneſs tat was examined onthe part ofthe pro ; 
ſecution was— 
| , Arthur Guianeſe Tan. oe bing Jnr e 
Me. Mayne, 
Depoſed, that he knew the priſoner at the bar, . 


_quainted with his hand writing; believes the paper No. 1, pre- 
[ſented to him, to be the priſoner's hand- writing; to the paper 

No, 2, be could not ſwear; a part of No. 3 was in the pri- 
foner's hand-writing ;, No. 4, a letter addreſſed to Edward 
© Ratigan, Eſq. he proved to be the priſoner's hand- writing: 


all of No. 5, 6, and 7, he proved, except the fignature of 
Mr. Swan. No. 1, was a letter directed to M. Byrne, Eſq. 


3 8 addreſſed thus: * - Prager, incloſed you 


3 © hare 


8 * 


3 have a letter to. Citizen F. (i. e. Lord E. Firagerald} will 
46 make enquiries to know if L. E. F. (the ſane) is in towns Obs + 


er ſet this Evening, and to attend my B. C. { Borenial 


44 if not, you may ſee him at the Rock. I am to organize a | 


«© Committee) which ming. etal ans Ranger ee ORs | 
but it is probable I may ſee you at ten o clock. 

En TO. 2 ]. MC,” 

No. 2, letters and lifts, on which appeared returns of armed 
men from different Counties of the province of Leinſter, 
\_ amounting in all to 67,295, of whom Wicklow returned 

12,095, Queen's County' 11,689, Carlow 9,414, Meath 

14, 000, Kildare, 10,863, and the Co. Kilkenny but 604. 

This lift and two duplicates thereof were dated the 18th and 

| 19th of February laſt ; the amount of money received did not 
appear to exceed. 40l. 18s, 3d. At the foot of No. 2 were 
certain Reſolutions, which appeared, as ſtated by the Solicitor | 
General, to have been formed on the very night (Feb. 19,1798) 
 euben the Ear] of Moira maved the Queſtion in the Houſe of Lords + 
to enguire into the cauſe of the, diftrafied State FIT INN - 
The Reſolutions ran as follow: _ 

« Reſolved, That we will pay no attention * auy mesſure 
« which the Parliament of this Kingdom may adopt to divert 
d the public mind from the grand object we have in view, as 

% nothing Eee e our Conner: 
c can ſatisfy us. _ 2 

* Reſolved, That i it is the opinion of this content - 


it the other. Provinces be i in the ſame ftate of ſorwardneſa, as 


© to men, arms, &. as Leinſter, as ſoon as we can obtain 
* information thereof, we will immediately proceed to at, 
« and that the Executive be requeſted to take ſuch meaſures * 
6 ſhall bring about an Union of the Provinces. © 
Another Reſolution was, © That the Committee of F ive do 


« prepare a Military Teſt to be laid before the. A WOE a. "4 < 


« their next meeting. 
Another Reſolution „ the appointment. of an 
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A e be ſent in to the Fiecutive DireBory by 
their reſpe&ive Colonels, and the proper Officer for that ap- | 


poĩntment to be from thence ſele&ed by the Directory. 


Another Reſolution went to order 16 guineas to purchaſe : 


a horſe for a Delegate, to be ſent with orders from the Execu- 


| tive; and when there ſhould be no further uſe for bin, to be 


ſold, and the value depoſited in the Treaſury. 


Another Reſolution went to requeſt the Executive to account 


for a ſum of 60 guineas, with which they were chargeable. 
The Military Teſt was alſo found, and ran as follows: 


«'T, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear that 1 will perform my duty, and 


obey all lawful commands of my Officers, while they a in due 
ſubordination to the lawful Committee.” 

 Wiltian Cor, Eſq. depoſed nearly in ſubſtance what Rey- 
nolds related of the intercourſe between them touching the in- 
formations which he prevailed on him to give; alſo his (wit- 


__neſs's) communication to Government, touching a reſtitution 


of 500 guineas which was expected to-defray the extraordinary 
expences of his friend, to be incurred by retiring from the king- 


dom.—Mr. Cope alledged, that when he commenced the con- 
- verſation on the ſubje& with Reynolds, he ſaſpeRed as little | 


as he did his own brother that he was an United Iriſhman. 
William Harris, examined by the Solicitor General, 
Depoſed, that he was an United Iriſhman, and appointed 


Treaſurer of a Baronial Committee belonging to the Coombe 
in the Liberty ; ſaw the priſoner frequently, whom he iden- 


tified, having met him at Societies. Saw him for the firſt time 


in a County Committee at Jackſon's in Church-flreet, to : 


which be was Secretary ; this was about twelve or thirteen 
months fince. Saw Mr. Miles Dignam, of Grafton-ſtreet, there 
alſo, and a Mr. Shaw. The meeting was compoſed all of 
Treaſurers and Secretaries from the Baronial and Diſtrict 
Committees ; they were reſpectively ſummoned to deliver in ac- 
eounts of · men, arms, and ammunition, that the ſtrength of the 
City might be known Witneſs depoſed, that he was at ſeveral 
n in the ſame houſe, at ſix * at leaſt, at all of 
| which 


Ay, 


/ 


_ which the priſaner added a8 A: At * 5 . 


it appeared to be the priſoner's duty to deliver. to ench 

Member a general account of the ſtrength of the City, taken | 

from the particulars of each Barony and Diſtri communi- 
cated to him by the Members, which account, the ſeveral | 
Members, on their return to their own Committees, were 
to lay before the reſpective meetings. From the converſa- 
tion in theſe meetings, he expected the French to arrive in 
this kingdom in June or July laſt. The ' priſoner. was 
preſent when witneſs was told it. He was alſo told, that a 
plan was laid to ſeize the Barracks and the Caſtle; was never 
at any county meeting where the priſoner was not preſent. 
At the meeting the members were inſtructed to exert them- 
ſelves to bring over the ſoldiery ; was Treaſurer to his Baro- 
nial Committee only for three months; was 2 to Sire 

way when higher people came into place. 5 


On croſs· examination by Mr. Curran, it 3 chat the 
witneſs was one of 14 men taken laſt week by Captain Beres- 


ford's Cavalry, on the road to Rathfarnham, five of whom 
were hanged ; that he gave teſtimony tv fave his nn; which, 
however, he was not yet certain would be ſpared. | 5 
The proſecution being cloſed, Mr. M Narr ſtated the 
caſe for the priſoner at ſome length. r 
Firſt witneſs on behalf of the priſoner examined, was Eleanor | 
Doyer : She depoſed to a meeting between Mrs. Reynolds 
and Mrs. Cahil, wherein the former embraced the old· woman 
with a. great ſhew of affection, and obtained the papers ſhe-/ 
ſought for from her; ſhe knew nothing of Mrs. Bond's tam- 
pering with Mrs. C. to get them; 3 this cireumſtanee occurred 165 
ſhe thought. within a fortnight or three weeks. | 
Thomas Warren examined by Mr. M*Nally 5 
. Depoled, that he was a partner of old Mrs. Reynolds in the 
Alk manufacture, previous to her ſon Thomas Reynolds, the 
witneſs, having joined in the partnerſhip ; from his know- 
ledge of the witneſs Reynolds, did not _—_— him a man 
ny of credit on his oath, | | 
| on 
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Cahil herſelf to diſpoſe of as ſhe pleaſed. 


(9). 


e that ou quitting the pare» 
nerſhip he retired to the country, where he has lived theſe four 
years, and never ſince entered into any political Society ; that 
on going to the country he carried with him duplicates of the 
accounts belonging to the partnerſhip, hich he loſt on the 
road, aud never ee Rent eng cine abour chen, 
oor was there any demand witte on Mi. 

Peter Sullivan, an United {riſhman, with a gotaBiion — 9 
- ü ur having come in on the Proclama- 

tion, depoſed, that he was a Clerk to Reynolds, and from his : 
keniletie of Lim woidd cangive cotdinto blaonth. e 

On eroſs examination by Vr. J. O'Gz avy, it nth 

he was the adviſer of * to enter the alſociation of 


United Iriſhmen. 


Mr. Cunran occupied two VEST in fonking to evidence 
and Vir.Saurin's Addreſs to the Jury, in reply, occupied near 
ly the ſame ſpa e of time. In the interval between both 
ſpeeches, two Gentlemen, Mr. Cope, and Mr. Furlong of 
Aungier- ſtreet, depoſed to the character of the witneſs Rey 
nolds, that notwithſtanding any public rumours to his prejudice, 
from their long acquaintance with him, and the ſatisfaction 
they had with him in extenſive dealings, they believed him as 
worthy of credit on his oath as any other man in the oommu · 
nity. This they re · aſſerted with the approbation of the 1 8 
3 an ingenious croſs-examination. 

rs. Molloy was previouſly brought forward to diſcredit 1 
Wee Reynolds - ſhe could ſay no more, than on having been 
applied to for Mrs. CahiPs papers, which fhe had in truſt by 
Mrs. Reynolds, ſhe thought proper to avoid the inconvenience 
of being troubled with their litigations, to give them to Mrs. 


After Mr. Savurin's very able addreſs to the 1 ae 
Baron Suirn laid down the law of High Treaſon in his charge 


to them, and recapitulated the evidence, with a variety of can- 
did and pertinent obſervations, and a ſtrong remark, that what- 


ever degree of turpitude might appear generally to have ſwayed - 
the principles and conduct of Reynolds through life, the Jury 


were 


6389 


ere not warranted to reje@. lis teftimeny. Giecly a; thas 
ground ; the NINE wars ARSE t Wg to weigh his 


| ſtances contraſted with: the folpicion of his veracity, whick 
the witneſs's conduct or character might excite. 
The Jury retired, and in two minus returned » 4 : 
Gor. ED | 
The uahappy Culprit addreſſed a few words 5 
to exculpate himſelf from the ſtigma fixed on him by the wit - 
neſs Harris, whom he-ſolemnly declared he never ſaw at any 
meeting whatſoever. He begged all the indulgence from the 
Court which the nature of his ſituation would allow. Baron 
Su1TH, after an awful and impreffive. Charge, pronounced 
Sentence of Death on him in the uſual form. 
The primary was executed 2 to . ſentener. ; 
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BD Sexciau Mn 1 Mr. 
Jusrics Crooxsnank, one of the Judges of His Majeity's: 
Grone, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, and the Hon. 
Mr. JusTics Dar, one of the Judges of His Majeſty's Court 
of King's Bench; and a reſpectable Juxy of the City of 
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Clerk of the 'Crown read the indictment, 2 an. 


you, Mr. Michael Byrne, ſtand indi&ted for that you not havin 2 
the fear lr eyes, 1 moved by che ib 
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r e 
lord the king, with intent to deſtroy the peace and tranquil- 
| lity of this kingdom, and to overturn the conſtitution thereof, 
and the king of and from his royal ſtate to deprive and put; 
on the zoth day of May, in che 38th year of the king, you 
the faid Mr. Michael Byrne, with other falſe traitors, did aſſem- | 
ble and conſult together, in the pariſh of St. Michael the Arch 
Angel, in the county of the city of Dublin, to make a rebel 
lion in this kingdom, and to encourage a great number of armed 
king in this kingdom; 
and further to bring to effect the ſaid evil imaginations, malici- 


_ ouſly and feloniouſly did aſſemble and meet together to depoſe 


the king, and of and from his royal ſtate to depoſe and put, 

and to overturn the lawful government of this kingdom, and to 
change by force the conſtitution thereof; and further to bring to 
eſſect che ſaid wicked intentions, did cauſe 2. great number of 
armed men to make war to overturn by force the government of 
this kiogdom, and did aſſociate with a ſociety. or brotherhood 
called United Iriſhmen, and did procure n aumber of guns, pif- : 
tols, pikes, Ac. to be uſed in levying ſaid war and rebelliony 
and further to bring to effect the ſaid evil imaginations, as afore- 
ſaid, vou did, with other falſe traitors meet together at the 
houſe of Oliver Bond, in Bridge-ſtreet, in the county of the | 
city of Dublin, and take accounts of the number of men, and 
*.. the quantity of arms raiſed for the purpoſe of carrying on faid 
... roballion, to change by force the conſtitution of this kingdom, 

F king, 
ii crown and dignity, and againſt the form f the ſtatute, in 
that caſe made and provided. And you further ſtand indidted, 


aforeſaid, did conſpire! together, to adhere to the perſons exer- 
 cifing we powers of government in France, and the men of | 


85 eee . this kingdom, and ſo forth, againſt the duty 


of your allegiance, and * the * of the ſtatute, i in mom : 

e. made and prorided, 0. 
Clerk. el ibe Crown, How 7 you, | William Michael 

Byme, are, you gaily,of the treaſon and feloay i6 manner and 


+= OE 8 « any? | 
Re Ret Trine 


. fh e. 


for that you with other falſe traitors, on ſame day and place * 


5 Priſoner „ Not guiley.. inge ac Wy 48 7 8 
Clerb ef the Crown. How will you be : WO 
. Priſoner: By God!apd my Country. 
gern che . Cad od yon wile 6 
3 e 00 he part of the 
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The Right Honourable . Tae, bg HJ 
| 1% Lond e fits Jury . W N 
| - If I was to follow my own inclinations, 1 would due diy call | 
the witneſſes to prove the charges laid in the indiQment againſt 
the priſoner at the bar, but cuſtom has made it in ſome ſort ne- 
ceſſary to fate to-the Jury the leading cireumſtances of the caſe. 
The priſoner at the bar ſtands indicted for two ſpecies, of hn 
treaſon, Firſt, for compaſſng and inagining the death of the | i 
king, and ſecond, for adhering to the king's enertiies. Ia 
caſes of a common criminal charge the law of the land only re- : 2 
.quires the charge to be ſpecifically ſet out in the indictment, bur 1 


in caſes of high treaſon the law of the land not only requires 52 
that the erime muſt be ſet out, but alſo the overt acts, and the A E 


priſoner is furniſhed with a copy of the inditment ſeveral days - | 
before the trial, and counſel aſügned to him that he may have” 
erery opportunity of vindicating himſelf. The overt acts charged 
os the priſoner are, that he did conſult and conſpire tagerber with 
other falle traitors to procure arms and armed men to make war 1 | 
againſt this kingdom of Ireland. Another overt: act charged 
u, thas be, faid Mr. Michael Byrne, ad with" order falſe 
 traitoen conſpire and meet together to depoſe and dethrume bes 

_ king, and overturn and change the Serbe u 2d | 
H of this kingdom by force, and did conſpire. together” to ere 4 

o 
that ii Niſoner with other falſe tenitors did:meet tc e . 
turns of officers and men, and procue arms forthe purpoſe b, 
r F 
other falſe traitors-in the houſe of Oliver Bod, —— 
n the means of carrying on ſaid rebellion.” All 
| theſe ſeveral over ats are MAY a on „ 
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( 4 ) 
cham of high treaſon againſt the priſoner, that he ai 
with intent to compaſs and imagine the death of the king. 


will appear to you in evidence beyond wll'conttoverſy, Sh 
priſoner ut the bar was a delegate flom the county of Wicklow at 
the providcial meetiog of the ſociety of United Ififhmen, held for 


the province of Leinſter. It will appear in evidence, tliere were 


| bargnial, county, and provincial meetings; and that Byrne, the 


priſoner at the bar, did avaw himſelf to be the delegate from the 


county of Wicklow; and that there was a meeting on the 12th 


March laſt at the houſe bf Oliver Bond, in Bridgesſtreet ; and 
that the priſoner und other delegates being met, they were there 


dpprehended, and there was found on the table at which the 
priſoner ut the bar was ſitting, a retutu of the numbers of armed 


uriting on. It will be proved, that Mr. Swan, a magiſtrite for 
the county of Dublin, with proper «ffiftance, did apprebend 'the 
priſoner in the houſe of Oliver Bond, ant! did'ſeize ſeveral pa- 


pers which will now be real in evidence ; and on one paper 
wound on the priſdoer vas 'written—** the *provineial comme 


paper dated T5th February, ſays, eile con 1 * water recom- 
et to the conflitwents to puy uo dttinitivn to any lying reports, 


Ge. Sich "may und ue Afüsks ur, * Aihd-on anviher p- 


F per it is written, 4 0 ger as many ale mate as e al] 
ates there were a number of priſoners belonging to the Tociety 
of United Iriſhmen in the gavl of Arkdow ; aud "Rater the fim 
of Aal. be comminee had for their fupport ; and Nate the num- 


der of United Iriſhmen io | Corbetftown, Arklow, Newcaftle, 


aun Shiflelah, and that they had 191 guns, 78 piſtols, $6ſwords, 
'$21 pikes, and 8, o00 balls, &. And there was a letter writ- 
den by John MEann (the unfortunate man who was executed on 


*Fhurſday'laſt) to the priſoner at the bar, to meet citizen Fitz. 


gerald, i. e. Lbid Edwurd Fitzgetald, at the Black-rock, as 
"there was a number of men, a 'new et; to be organized, Rc. 
We ſhall give evidence of a meeting in Francis- ſtreet, of "United 
Ariſnmen, at which Byroe was preſent. The Rt. Hon. the 
Attorney QOeneral concluded by obſerving to che Jury, the whole 
Spas and written riders would” * before them 
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men, and that the ink" vs nüt then Uty dn'the paper Byrne was 
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ue Swan, Eh fora, 


e I 

A. Iam. 

3 are confidentially W under the gorerment of 
| A. Iam. e 

. Do you remember the 2oth of March ut? 

A. Ido? © 


Tres ee he 
A. I had directions to go to the houſe of Oliver B. %% 
apprehend' a number of perſons who had been" Rated te ; 
Ne HA WIRE eh: Bays e u 
A. Three ferjeants in ben e nnd iy: on WH, 
When I came to Bond's houſe, I made uſe of the paſs-word, of - 
C ng; -* 


1 is M Cn or Mr. Ivers from Carlow. . = 
| Q Did you get admittance ? . « b e 0 2 | | 


A. Yes. We got into a room in the lower part of the bouſt, 
and thence into a back room. Upon entering the room I faw a 
number of men, and one man fitting at the table with pet, ik So 
and paper before him. On my going in I ſnatched at a paper on „ 
the table. It was written on very recently, for the ink was not 1 
dry. I made all the men in the room hold up their bands, to 
prevent any papers being deſtroyed. I had a piſtol in my band, 
and told Sergeant Dugan if any man dropt any papers to bring 
them tome. The paper I found with the ink wet on it. I put 
tho initials of my game vn the back of i to identify iy and ie 
is the paper, No. I» banded to the officer of the bf. 8 
Did yoy ſee the priſoner at the bare: EOF} cath 


A. Yes, I apprehended him i in the m. ] 
= 2 paper is this # 5 1 2 1 1 5 95 PH... 


1 
11 8 


\ * 


(8) 


1 who delivered it eres, e court, 
| and is as follows : 
George Cumming, Kildare, 
Edward Hudſon, 28, Grafion tree 
John Davis, Mary's-abbey, 
Tullow, co, Carlow, ew” Wh © eb hl 
"Thomas Firmis, - 1 5 OY ts 
John M*Cann, Church-ftreet, 90 
Patt Devine, Ballymaney, oy , 
I. Trenor, Poolbeg · ſtreet, | 
Wm. M. Byrne, of Wicklow, now of Summer hill, 
| Chriſtr. Martin, Dunboyne, 
Peter Fallon, Portarlington, 
John Cloſe, Windy- harbour. 
Q. Did you ſee any perſon but theſe in the room? 


A. Yes, at the door I met Mr. Dillon, who was there by 
accident, 2nd he was diſcharged. I ſearched all the perſons i in 


dme room. The papers no produced were all found in the 
room. Oliver Bond was brought into the room and ſecured: by 


my party. Here is @ paper found on the priſoner Byrne. It is 
directed . To Wm. Michael Byrne, Eſq. and ſigned John M. Cann. 
Here is alſo a paper, No. 2, found on John Lynch, who was 
in the room, Here is alſo a paper book in red leather found on 
the table. Here is a receipt found in theſe words . received 
from Wm. Fleming: oo Oiones Hens Bpv yan Boks 
. ling.“ 

' Q. Who did you ger that dhe From? ; n 
A. From the priſoner at the bar. Papers No. 7, and 8, the 
witneſs declared he found them in the room. | 
Q Were theſe little graups of perſons in the room? 

A. Yes, I obſerved a perſon running towards the fire. 1 
drew my piſtol, and ſaid I would ſhopt any perſon who went 
near the fire to deſtroy any papers. Serjeant Dugan brought me 
a bundle of papers, and told me he found them under the grate. 
I faw him ftoop and take them up. No. 7 is poſitively one of 
thoſe papers Dugan brought to me. All the men in the room 
Veoere arreſted, and Byrne the priſoner at the bar among the reſt, 


— 


1 


— Caſte and xamind by th Pry Cp 
et 5 
ws Croſs examined by Jobn F. Curran, Eſq. $3.4 


Q. Was not the priſoner at the bar funding a the door whes 
you went into the room? 


A. T know be was vo landing at the door. 065 wee 3 


 Chriftr. Stone Williams, Eſq. S 
Examined by John Stewart, Efq. Solivier Cmeral. 


. No you know the hand writing on this paper, No. 32 
A. 3 
the priſoner at the bar. 


Aribur Cue Eſq- Fworn,—Examined by the Solicitor General.” 


Q Were you acquainted; with John M. Cann (oe man who 
was tried in this court laſt week) 

A. Yes. He van chr for fe yean in my of . 
knew him ſeveral years. 1 

A, you acquainted with his hand writing 2. 8 
A. Iam. ren No. 
1, and No. 2, and No. 3, and No. 8, and No. 10, and No. 13. 
A little memorandum book in red leather, produced to this 
—ꝛ1: —e WAN 
hand writing of the late John NI Cans. | 


Written evidence read. 


| 1}. A paper dated Feb, to pay a6 ee e regu WING 
unite the United Iriſhmen—to pay one penny Prong 3 
the perſons in Carlow gaol, xe. 
2d. A letter written by John M Cano to wa. M. n 
Counſel for priſoner objected to reading a letter from John 
M. Cana to Byrne, as not evidence to affect Byrne, and quoted 
Harvey's caſe, where two Judges were againſt, and one for 
reading ſuch evidence. The court was pleaſed to over rule W 
objection after debate, as that paper was und on th er of | 


» - 
* 


Byrne, the priſoner, and PD the calc of Lard TY and, 


Fr yoda „ 1 


686 


Ko eh. Letter Roch Jetis M Cann 6 M. Byrte, to 
fee Lord Edward Fitzgerald at the Black -· rock —ſtates he was 


going to organize a new ett, &c.—calls Wine and 
dae Lord Edvard, Citizen Fitzgerald. | 5 


nene Reel Ele. fern -= Bendel by Win, PE 


1 Were you engaged with xn conſpirators of United Irih- N 


men? + 

415 | have ananded meetings where met ee 
cies were held. 

Ho were theſe meetings formed? 

A. There were ſocieties which eleddedͤdelegates returned th 
baronial meetings, and- they ſent delegates to county meetings, 
and alſo to provincial meetings. There was a ſecretary, a trea- 
Farer, und delegate ſent to each meeting. In cafes where baro- 
nia! meetings were too much crowded, bb e Tres 
diſtrics ; I have attended almoſt all of them. 

Q. Did you ever ſee John M. Cann there ? 

A. I have ſeen him there frequently. M*Cann was clerk to 
. — He ours tried aud executtd & few 
mee. : 

on e the Giga of Gele contpiracies} 

A. enn 

try, and to eſtabliſh a republican form of government, and to 

favour any men of the French that might aſſiſt them to overturn 


| this conſtitution, and to Dou my inen from the French that | 


would forward their views,  - 
Was this the deg, and were thſ the aer theſe 
3 | | 
A. They were. 
Q What was the peculiar | buſineſs at baronial committees?” 
A. To introduce new members, to collect money, to ſettle 
e a admiſhon, collect men and arms, and 
. give arms and ammunition to the people, and the ſecretary en _ 
ie red the reſolution at each meeting, and to enter the games of 5 
thoſe conſidered as ſuſpicious. — 


2. You were acquainted with M' Cann: 12 1 
Pe” a Yes. | 


A., Fes. He 204 amen in hoſe ae, Wy. 
r 2 
W Were you ever u dd En Weary 

A. I wes. I attended. en the 18th Feb. Thi avis Is 
held at the Nineteen mile houſe, and on the 19th of Feb. mer 
at Oliver Bond's houſe, in Bridge-ſtreet. - 

, Do pu e ny peck hab? 

A. Yes. A Mr. Cummins of Kildare, and a Mr. Daly of 


Kilcullen ; with regard to myſell, I was delegated — | 


and treaſurer. 
Q Did you attend at that committee ? 


n L ivne an apa far nora ti S 


that if I was to go, I ſhould have 14 miles to ride to the meet. 
ing, and afterwards 35 miles to ride to Dublin, which would 

be very inconvenient to me. 

| Q. Afﬀer that, and before the 19th of March, do you recol- 
lect M*Cann applying to Oliver Bond for « room to meet in? 


A. On Saturday the 11th of March, I was at Bond's houſe, _ 


and Lord Edward Fitzgerald and M- Cann being connected, 


M Cann came to Bond's houſe and ſaid, © we muſt have a 


room 3” ſays Bond, * will you have the room you had laſt? 
5 will you have the little room ?” they then returned to the end 


of the room and ſpoke together, and Y heard no twore df re con- 


verſation. . 
Q. Did you then learn from 'M*Cann the preciſe tine obe 
the meeting was to be held at Bond's ? | 


A. I knew the meeting was to be held at Boos oi the 
Monday, but did not then know the preciſe hour they were to 
meet. On the Sunday morning M- Cann came to me, and 
breakfaſted with me, and then told me the meeting was to de a 
Bond's, on Monday the next day, at 10 o'clock, and defired | 5 
me to be punctual in my attending that meeting. He fixed me 5 
| to attend on the 12th of March at Bond's, on tazteridT buſineſs 4 +4 


to be tranſacted there, and to come at the hour of 10 o o'clock. 


Q Pray fir, did you ever before the day the as-is br 
_ held, communicate to LOT wants the nes in | which you had '$ | 


engages 


(en 


| A. I communicated ſome time before to Me. cope, that ſuch 
: a meeting was to take place at Bond's; but I did not know the 
| hour of meeting. I could only tell him the day the meeting was 
to take place. I communicated to Mr. Cope, that ſuch a meet- 
ing was to take place, . 
ſor three months. * 

Q. Who wa ſue fo the county of Kildare? | 
| A. Mr. Cummings of Kildare. Fae 
Counſel for the proſecution. The name, Oden of Kildare, 

| is on the paper in priſoner's hand writing, 3 
© +heroom. 

Q. You had previoully told Mr. Cope the eg was to 

take place ? 
A. 1 told Mr. Os HOPE ay wart Byte inks, 
132 but did not then know the hour. 
| Q. How long was it before the meeting that you communi 
cated it to Mr. Cope? ® 
A. Some days before. T was not poſitive 25 to ths hour. of 
their meeting, until the day before. I knew the day of their meet. 
ing a week before. M*Cann came to me to breakfaſt on theSunday 
morning, and then T became acquainted with the preciſe boar of 
the meeting, and I then told it to Mr. Cope. | 
| Q. Do yourecolledtaoy patculr word you were to uſe o ke 
- admittance? | 
A. 1 told Mr. Cope the paſs word, . M*Cano directed 
me to uſe, o Car- 
„ low, or both.” Theſe were the words that I received from 
M*Cann, to admit me, and I was deſired to bring up my returns, 
a lift of what men, arms and ammunition for the county which 
1 repreſented, according to the different baronies in that county. 

„„ gate rac be booprokerrongal 

A. Certainly. 

Qi. Was it neceſſary or not that 8 have ſuch ns? 
A. It was neceſſary. M*Cann would not have informed me 
of the time of meeting, unleſs I ſhewed him that I bad the re- 
turns. 5 

Q: At the time you are ſpeaking of, were you in cuſtody, o 
| under any charge or accuſation ? | A. 1 


* 


— we rr 


QI Did N „ communicate 
co any body any thing of the circumſtances you knew ?: 85 
A. All the circumſtances: I knew I communicated to Mr. 
13 that he might communicate them to . haters 
tn and before I was under any ſuſpicion : | 
Q. Was your meeting together, and bark bien be. 

e eee eee n. e of eee 

to goverument? 

A. It was eee 7 e See. 
buſineſs: to Sir Duke Giffard. - It was to give up the poſſeſſion 

of ſome land which I had mortgaged for 5000l. to Mr. Cope. 
We dined there, and at dinner there was ſome company. We 
llept there that night. After dinner, when the cloth was re- 
moved, the converſation turned about United Triſhmen, and I _ 
ſaid in company, that the United Iriſhmen were reſolyed, that 
unleſs government granted a reform, there would be a rebellion, . - 

which would lead to the deſtrudtion of the kingdom, and ob- 

| ſerved, that the United Iriſkmen were reſolved io go on. K 

great deal of converſation took place, the reſult of which was, 
that next day in coming to town, Mr. Cope begged of me, 
for the ſake of God and Man, to give .up the United Iriſhmen,, þ 
to atone for the many crimes they had committed, and to ſave | 
| this country, for they would ruin me and him, and every man 
of property in Ireland, I was ſtruck with what Mr. Cope ſaid, = 
1 meditated ſeriouſſy on the buſineſs. The reſult was, that 


I told Mr. Cope, I believed I was acquainted with a perſon wy | 


_ was an United Iriſhman, and in conſequence of the con 
tion I had had with Mr. Cope, I had no doubt of being able t 4 
prevail on my friend to come forward, and I would call upc 1 


| Cope in a few days. He then ſaid, if ſuch à man would 14 
forward, he would deſerve any thing, for he would be the f U ? 
vation of Ireland. I told him my friend: was ſatisfied in 4% 14 
own mind, that if he would come upon terms, he would furt 

to government, proofs of the conſpirators, and diſcloſe” 
whole of their tranſactions. Mr. Cope ſaid, my friend the d 
de gratified to his wiſh if 1000], a year, and a ſeat in 
ment would content him. I ſaid my friend's name maſt bel 


n at leaſt as . 25 ND we; 4 


>: © 
0 0 
* by 
f 1 
; 
#1 
7 4 


| never be proſecuted for his paſt miſconduct; and aſterwarda to 
bring his family out of Ireland, for ſome time, or a yetr/at leaſt, 
be ſhould have liberty to draw on him for any ſum, dot excecd- 
ing 500 guibeas. Mr. Cope ſaid it was no matter what ſum he 
as this was adjuſted, I gave Mr. Cope. all the information I 
could, but not us from myſelf, but from another perſon. / I have 
loſt 63ol. and bave received 500 guineas. .. The troops have 
been quartered on my houſe, and other expences I have been 
put to. I told Mr. Cope of the baronial meeting at Oliver Bond's 
neben Ge moins pf 6 avs ue 
bended. 

-e naue at e 
rf 2 

A. He was. 2 $0 
A Fg «rn the Black 


rock? 


A. He had. 1 dined with him at the Black-rock. | | 
Croſs examined by Me Bui. 


| Q, Hare you taken the oath of Alge: 
A. 1 have. 3 
Q. Have you taken the oath of United Irihmen? | 
A. I have, 
in Q Was not part ofthe out of United hh, never to 
A. It was. ' | 
Ma — Yeu did. dire information to Mr. Cope, novwitllandin 
your oath? 
| A. I did Ie was 10 give information to goverament. | 
| Q. You have taken oaths very often? 
[ A. Yes, the oath vpon examines the other day, — 3 
þ this day. | 
wn | Q, Did you ak pen ks 

A. I did not. 5 
| 1 Q. Did yon at any other place? 
Eur 


Q. Did 


Py abſolves me. 


85 N 
Sb... 
* 
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Q: Did ou wer for you bud notrevealed th frm of th 
United Iriſhmen 1 5 Tr 


K. 1did t. i 
Q Ons Ge 1 oath 4 Nas, or the Niere Me 
Houſe?? Wer ; 


A. No, Sir. I was afraid of tveing alba. 1 ad 
in the midſt of United Iriſhmen. I gave Mr. Flood every aq. 
ſurance I had not given any information of United Iriſhmen.— 
I was afraid of being murdered if rr; oo Pye 45 

Anne. 7 of Nat. | 

A. Yea not *:: 

2 e: 

A. W a; 

Q. Did you never take an 8 gave e 
that the baronial meeting was held at Bond's on the 12th March? 

A. I gave aſſurances I did not. If they had required it I 
would have taken fifty oaths, for I Knew if e e e 
ſuch oaths, I ſhould have been murdered. 

Qu Did you not take ſuch oath? 

A. I did not; aod if d dd, the oath T hare rake a. day 


# 


Q. Yourhave f/ orn that the-expreſs e A Vaited 
Irien was to overturn the og any and hat fs 


A. Yes." = ai * e 
Q. What is the tell of che Void Eee 7 5 20y 
A. I have it got by heart. gs 4 > 4 | 


<Q. Do you-coneeive theſe edghck object ar fp was to en- 
force a parliamentary reform and r e 7 5 
A. By no mehns. ] * 
Q. Thile wo objets — tlem/Mour cats 1 
A. No, Sir. I will explain it; they were not rr in 
——— —_ to ſedlitio. 
Q. The real end deep ſebeme was not included in the tft? - 4 
A. Undoubtedly not. This is my firm opinion. i bf 433 
Q. Have many perſons, without wy. hoſtile Ws 8 firſt, oi 
ſtept forward in this beben? _ 
A. 1 _ hundreds upon 015 have done 4 N 1 | 4 
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| Q, Wigs did you make Urlau the aft ir? 

Q. Hafe you done fo nee you ye m „ bee. 
ment? + 7 pf | 1 

A. Never, face my communication to Mr. Cope. {hel 

ien OED EE FTE A 

A. Les. 4 75 | LP, of a 10 
bay.. fe you would refuſe en thing more? 8e 

A. Igo ſay T would now refuſe it. 


Q. Gee you take it apan you to beer what you may de 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay what I may do, ' , 
. Q. Would you accept remuneration for preſent ſerrices? 
A. If you aſk me that queſtion to-morrow, I will tell you. 
I en IE ve es as chews Mrs. — 
e eee 1 | ; 1 
A. 1 believed they wiſhed to injure me. N ein A 
Did you ve take fert of lahr: rom your mother 
bo give to ſave girl ? 1 ns | 
"EW: n 1 +: 
bal you not gire ſome medicine to your wife's mother 
| hen fe wary : | 
A. Yes. I gave Tartar Emetic ; he diet ſomeday aſter- 
* 3 6 as eee ee ee 
— Deer uminiſteg ni icin anther? 
A. Ns. — 1 
. Didyoun from herz = 
r orgy 
Q. Were you ever accuſed of giving 
A I heard that Mr. Witherington had 
. 8 Q. Do you kno | s, Cahi 
A. I do; 1.was indevret-rotrep el. 
ber a bond, r en for e and it is vow 
All paid. By a miſtake, the bond I gave her was bot | 
W Reywolde, and bust 
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4 about ten days ago. Fei 
r WE "and I bare fuck pt 
Mrs. Cahil. I heard Mrs. Th PH, Call ee | 
up the order to prejudice me. 3 N A 
Q- Did you pay your mother zool. ſhortly bees A death? 
A. 1 did; and on her death the monty could not be found. 
T 0 
A. No. | Gi SY 
L How many oats have you withio u + aſt month BY 
vill, in the ſight of God and man, free we from thoſe oath... 38 „ 


Mr. Thomas Miller, Foro —Examived by Me, dee, . 


Q. Were you an Uvited Iriſhman ? F 
N. I bogs 
0 Q. Do you know Byrne, the priſoner: the br? „ 
A. I do. ä 
Q Did you ever pin any meeting of United 1 eaſt 
A. Yes. Byrne ſent for me to go to the countyzof Wiel s, 

8 He ſaid I was appointed Captain to the 112 men of the half ba- cont 
rony of Rathdowny. He told me how to make out the returos, © 7 
Knows James Ryan, who atte a meeting of Voited-Triſhmen,. al 
rms e them was, whether” = 
to have a riſing Wt, or to wait for the Frenen 
coming. Witneſs with” Byrne at a meeting of | United + 
Iriſhmen, at Francis: Dublin. Byrne pai witaeſa money | 9 Wo 4 
for pikes. Got g $4 35 e 3 — a ſmith. The wagay 1 8 

pron Witneſs ſaid = of, Fon 1 
and Lord "Monck; to give information againſt Vaited ahmen, 9 

PD ann p e „„ 
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| Craſt d b Mr. Curran. . l 
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"ah Are ng any „ zz 3 SRC 3 
A. I live with my bes Spesen dd 3 Kar 4 
taken uP, but gave information rolangrily--ſaid: A man rakes as- | * 4 
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2 Ryan ſworn. & pox b£0S O 
| | Examined by lr. Webber. | 
& Hine you been in the fociery of United Irifumas? > 


A. I have, was ſworn in „ 
ſecreſy, witneſs was ſecretary to the United Iriſhmen, there were 


an hundred and twenty men, and divided into parties of ten each. 


n — thn cad. 


Identified Byrne, the priſoner at the bar, to have attended a 


meeting of United Iniſhmen in RE LOG Wicklow as de- 
; rer what purpoſe did he United Triſhmen, hold their | 
A. Wa e ea e's whe | 


every perſon that was not an United Iriſhman. We were told 


1 0 meeting in January, that the French would come in three 


weeks, and that we were to lie by, until they arrived to prepars 


ourſelves. Byrne faid, when the Freneh came, we were all to 
have according to our merits, the hade of „ e 


» tors. 


0 — 


re afo c 
vis em; hee | 


A. I went voluntarily, Miller wn in; 


; eee eee eee We 
do. certify that A. B. e e the 


bs military e thru. 


1 14 rl kus Me. Byte. 
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Q. Why did you gire information ee 


A. I was afrad to fight—there was nothing alledged * 


mol am a Tchook-maſter 3 in te mes of ge | 


if be bed ever ae W bay e 


5 


| | 17 1 : 
boa kaow lu. Reynolds? | | 5 2 53 
e 8 
. Lon ent to Celle Jordan with "EI ae 
A. Yes, 0 ale paſſion of fome lands of Sir Dake O. 
fard, dined there and afterwards, the converſation turned upon | „ 
politics ; Mr. Reynolds ſaid, there muſt be a revolution, there | 
muft be a parliamentary: reform, aud a catholic emancipation, 
there was Sir Duke Giffard, a Captain Bitzgerald, and other 
gentlemen there, it was ſaid by Mr. Reynolds, the people never 
would be ſatisfied if there was not a parliamentary reform.” On 
my return to Dublin with Mr, Reynold's, I renewed the con- 3 
verſation, and ſaid, that ſpeaking in that way which I had heard — 
would bring about a rebellion in Ireland, and the conſequences 
would be dreadful, and when the French came, the object would 
be plunder, and no man's property or life would be ſafe, Mr. 
Reynolds ſaid my property would be all gone, Mr. Reynolds - - 
| aid he had a friend, who would come forward and give every 
information againſt the United Iriſhmen.. I ſaid if he would do 
- ſo, he would be the ſalvation of Ireland. Reynolds faid be 
would call on me in two days, he ſaid probably his friend would 
be in danger, and he and his family muſt go out of Ireland; his 
friend might ſuſtain great loſſes. 1 ſad he n 
n | 


2 W eee 5 5 | - . 5 

Queen's County, : „V 
Carlow, +. |, 9000, xe. 
Reſolution of the committee, reared hat een die- 
Yo allowed for each horſe. | 


Rathdown 100 men. VPV 
At Arklow.293 guns. EATS oe 
Another return, Wicklow 12 5. 7 265 3 Rs 
Total, 68. 672. 25 3 5 1 ps 


em orandum i in little books given i in evidence. '£ a 1 5 * = 
Abſtracdts of various returns of men and arma. . 


r oſe 3 "4a 2 


. 
Jobs F. Curran Eſq.—My Lord, and gentlemen of the jury, 
Is this caſe I am couvſel for the unſprignate e 
| bar. 
| "Teh is now my I duty 1 to argue upon ſome points, that appear to 
- me to be - material for the j jury to confider previous to their finding 
5 verdie —Gentlemen, of the jury, it is ſcarcely poſſble for 
an ad advocate to diſchgrge his duty, without offering ſomething | 
like obſervations. I% not ſay this, to intitle myſelf to your 
excule, I! ſhould lead you to ſome obſervations on the evider- 
ces. 5 am counſel for this unfortunate priſoner at the bar—un- 
unate in being brought bere, to anſwer before the court and 
the jury, for thoſe charges laid againſt him, which he is now 
called upon to anſwer—l know, gentlemen, what he can expect 
from you, if be ſhould by your verdict be declared innocent; 
but even if ipnocent, the priſoner is unfortunate in being brought 
lo anſwer a a, charge of bigh treaſon—he ſtands charged with this 
crime, on the ſtatute of 25th of Edward 3d. It was ſuch an 
| at of parliament made, that it has been called a bleſſed act, and 
| well it deſerves to be ſo called: Our forefathers made that 
law, and they have long "ſince become duſt and aſhes ; there is 
no man i in the profeſſion, and there is no man not in the profeſ- 
5 fon, who has a ſtrong underſtanding heart and conſiders that 


5 .  - Ratute, who will not feel ſome of their emancipation. 


'  _ . Gentlemen, that ſtatute was made from the wiſeſt motives, it 
was made by the wiſdom of an intelligent legiſlature. - The law 

of high treaſon i in England, had been before that time exceed- 
ingly wide and tyrannical; perhaps partly from want of much 
information or from ſome prejudices, or perhaps from the art of 
printing not having extended fo widely as it has ſince done; or 
from the defect of written books, and a great reſtriction, to the 
reading of thoſe books, or from the doctrine of high treaſon 
being written on by lawyers of baſe principles ; if there was any 
principle at all, it was choaked by pride and ignorance, The 

* dodrine of high treaſon was left to float over their conſciences ; 
"they had no concern for moral obligations, or affeRion for virtue; 
they had no kind of regard for the intereſts of the people; the 
royal power of the ſtate was degraded by the laws, as as they ſtood 
| * high tfealon — the WIRE: of Eduard 3d, their 
ONT ap Toe aha  viſdom. 


> 


- 


j 


a (w) 


| wide was loſt in idle declarngics in order 1 to, remove. al 
Sgubts reſpecting the crime of high treaſon, our forefathers in 
the reign of Edward zd, paſſed the ſtatute which aſcertains and 
_ defines what the crime of high treaſan'is. Yau muſt ſee that 
_ unleſs. you protect the power of the conſtitution, nothing can be 
protected - thereſore, gentlemen of the jury, that ſtatute of high 
treaſon, was made in ve reign of Edward 3d, to guard the 
„ cooſtitution, from abuſes. The tate muſt be 
ſupported whether it was merely monarchital, ariſtocratical, or 
democratical; the ſupreme power, whatever-it may be, muſt be 
protected; therefore, gentlemen of the jury, it was the higheſt 
© wiſdom to guard and ſhield the department of the ſupreme 
power, and the firſt object of that protection was to throw a 
en, about the ſaered perſon of the king of theſe kingdoms. | 
It is neceſſary for you to conſider, the proviſion. made in the 
ſtatute for the preſervation, not only of the king but of the quoe 
and heir apparent. To compaſs or imagine the death of either af 
theſe illuſtrious petſonages is high treaſon. You ſee, gentlemen, 
that the ſtatute is made to guard the perſan of the king; it ſpe- 
_ cially provides for his perſonal ſafety, it enacts that any perſon 
who ſhall levy: war againſt the king, or ſhall compaſs or ĩmagine 
the death of the king is guilty of high treaſon; if any man levy 
war to overturn the conſtitution he ſhall ſuffer as a high traitor— 
It is neceſſary to ſhew that by the words of this ſtatute, that 
levying war within the realm or without the realm, is high trea- 
fon againſt the king, and the party ſhall ſuffer as a high traitar. 
The priſoner at the bar, in this caſe, is indicted upon the firſt 
and third clauſes of this aQ—&* if any man ſhall, compaſs or 
imagine the death of the king. or attack the king by pes 
deed.— In the indictment the priſoner is charged for come = 
paſfing and imagining the death of the king, and ſecondly for 


| _ adhering to his enemies,—lt. is for you to conſider ang determine 5 5 | 
Whether the priſoner at the bar is guilty of theſe crimes or gat. 


. Gentlemen of the j jury, in times like theſe, it is, God. knows, | 
hard to efface the trace of human paſſions, or check the effuſions 
of loyalty; and yet I trust, as I know every man of yqu, you will 
do your duty between the crown and the ſubject. 1 have, 1 
| wer wre for 15 that I 125 the beſt way of warning you. 
«#2 | E 5 ONS. 
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againſt the effefs of your loyalty. In former reigns before the 
reign. of Edward 3d. the law of high treaſon took ſo wide 
beld of obſcurity, that it was difficult to aſcertain what was the 
crime-of high treaſon 3 and we find that unfortunate men have 
ſuffered an ignominious death, upon very flight grounds of 
imagining the king's death. As the king had no one to adviſe. 
bim, to aſcertain the crime—it appea?s that many were found 
guilty of treaſon and were executed and the act of Edward 3d. 
vas made to point Gut, preciſely and clearly, what conſtituted 
the crime of high treaſon—it protected the rights of the Gs, 
e | 

Gentlemen of the jury, you will ſee whether my obſervations) 

are juſt ; that before the ſtatute of Edward 3d. the law with 

regard to high treaſon was uncertain. The ſtatute of Edward 
3d. is a law of general juſtice ; it has now the effect of coriva- 
leſeenee it eftabliſhes the boundaries of the law of high trea- 
fon. It is now three hundred years ago ſince that act was made, 
— That act is the ſecurity for the preſervation of the life of the 
king, on which the felicity of his ſubjects depend; that ſtatute 
ſhould be preſerved immaculate, as the ſpotleſs virtue of a virgin. 
It is neceſſary for you to recollect, that in the reign of Henry 
VIII. in whoſe reign there were continued ſtruggles to maintain 
and extend the prerogative, that the law of high treaſon made by 
Edward III. was greatly intrenched upon. In the reign of 
William III. it was amended, and did in fact make a part of the 
| bill of rights; it ſtated what the law was with reſpe& to cri- 
minal proſecutrons, that, every man charged with the crime of 
high treaſon, ſhould be furniſhed with a lift of the jury im- 
panelled, and with a lift of the vitneſſes to be examined; that 
all the overt · acts ſhould be ſet out 1n the inditment; and that 
there muſt be two witneſſes, to prove an overt · act before it was in 
the power of the jury, to convict him of the charge or charges 
made againſt him by the crown. That ſtatute of William the 
III. -was paſſed in England, and I know it will be ſaid it was 
not paſſed here, and is not now the Jaw of Ireland, and there- 
_ fore te witneſſes to prove an overt-aQ, Fare not what the law 
requires in this country byt why the law did not require 
cheeks Ireland, there ſhould be bens uitneſſes to prove an overt- | 
act 


(. ar); 


28 1 know not; it may be attributed to ſome former 0 5 
Rate, who are long ſince deceaſed : who. perhaps thought it 
138 doing a good thing to retrench from the Iriſh conſtitu- 

d though it was neceſſary to have two witneſſes, to prore 
an LES of high treaſon, in England, it was not neceſſary to 

have two witneſſes to ſuch a charge in Ireland: certain it i, 


that by the law of this country, two witneſſes to prove an overt- - 


act are not ſpecially required. In my opinion, there was very 
little humanityin omitting in the laws relative to high treaſon, that 
there ſhould be in Ireland as well as in England two witneſſes, 
to prove an overt-a& of high treaſon ; my opinion is founded 
upon great deliberation on the ſubje&, in the courſe of ſeveral - 
years, aided by the higheſt poſſible law authorities, that the jury 
ought to require the moſt ſatisfa&ory evidence of guilt before 
they pronounce upon the life of a fellow- ſubje&t, when if they 
did ſd in England, without two witneſſes to prove the charge, 
it would be murder: I aim not to practiſe upon the warmth of 
your hearts, but I feel che warmth of my indignation, to ſee that 
in Ireland a man accuſed of high treaſon may be convicted of 


high treaſon without two witneſſes, to an overt-· adt which ot; V "4 ; - 


* * 


England they cannot. W 


Gentlemen of the jury, you are to 3 upon dern. 
or innocence of the priſoner; you are to decide, whether he did 
commit theſe overt· acts; whether he did compaſs and imagine 
the death of the king, and of adhering to the king's enemies. 
Gentlemen, you know as well as I do, that it is your province 
to determine whether the evidence that is given, if you bhelieue 
the witneſs, is ſufficient to ſupport the charge.. Vou will decide · 
whether the evidence that is given, if you believe the — 
does eſtabliſh the charge It is therefore material for yon to 
conſider his evidence minutely, upon the rules of evidence 
Suppoſe you in your little manſions preſide as the fathers of your - 
family, you would not believe a tale told by a viodictive mind: 
you would require ſome further proof before you pronounced: 
on the guilt of the child accuſed ; 1 lay, gentlemen. of the j jury, 
in the boſom of your o little families you would require . 
further proof beſides a ſingle witnehs, | to eil the ee 


: deſerved to be believed. | 37 4:80 DV 
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Gul queſtion Sinai ns decide is whether Ge 
evidence given this day. by the witneſi ir deſerving of credit, and 
you are to judge whether bis teſtimony ſuppocts - the charge, he 
was»brought forward to ſupport. The evidence that has been 
given conſtſis of the parol teſtimony af Mr. Reynolds t and yo 
will confider the written evidence. (as it bas been called) 


and ſee hom far it Tupports the charge 5 you will conſider 


bow far they corroborate and ſupport one another. Von will 


conſider what degree of credit you will give to the perſon wh. 


has come forward and given bis teſtimony, to ſupport the char- | 
ges in the indictment, a perſon who had been one of the 
United Iriſhmen-; who had formed the abominable intent of 


compaſting or imagining, the death of the king. I ſay the in- 
tentions of that body are abominable. „ 


ſay io the preſence of the leatned judge, that in ſome news paper 
it was (falſely ſaid, I vindicated the ſociety of United Iriſhmen_ 
at ſame ſormer trial. I deny it, for there is ho one that does 


not know, there can be do man, more attached to my king and 
country than I am.—JJbe Honourable Mr. Baron George. If aay 
- advccate had vindicated che condud of the ſociety of United | 
Iriſhmen, in raiſing this rebellion, I would have done my duty, 


anc-lpdged bim in the. body of the goal.) Of 
Gentlemen of the jury. You have bad before you | in the pre». 


- ſent arial, the parol teſtimony of Mr. Reynolds, and the papers 


that have been given in evidence. Give me leave, now to alk, if 
you are ſatisſied in your conſciences, upon the evidences adduced 
before you, that there has been a cogſpiraey to deſtroy the per- 


— 


ſon af the king ? or are you ſatisfied there 8 


racp to levy war, or do any other unlaw ful act ? 


s to the papers; if you believe they were found in the room 


where they afſembled, they are evidence againſt all the perſons. 


who hive been, or -who may be called opon to anſwer for the 
etimesd with uhidh they are dharged. You will determine whe- 
tier: the evidence of Mr. Reynolds does prove that the priſoner. 
at the bar is guilty of compaſſing or imagioing the death of the 
king. See what the teſtimony of Mr. Reynolds is [Here the 


learned advocate, with: great accuracy, commented on the whole 
of OY 8 W faid to Mr. Lope, that his, Rey- 
m nolds's. 


- 
-— 


„ 


nolds's friend, would come forward and give 3 
now comes as a public informer— be was. fiſt a traitor to hie 
Ming, e e eee eee nen 
CCC l 
"Court. [Tha ace pre hin giv endete ae 
Jn 2 WT. av 221 wee: roof? ever 1 ables Ht D -woet .. 
| Mr. Curtan in continuation. '5-b:a0n duty b d this ways 
He ſays he was an-actoniplice 1 the critne charged to the wy 
ſoner at the bar ; if the jury believe that Mr. Reynolds: did 
break bis oath of allegiance; they will weigh His evidence with 
great direuimſpection. And may they not ſay-they believe in 
the innocence of the priſoter not withſtanding Mr. Reynolds 
has teſtified to his guilt ? In à caſe of this + kind where a ſecret 
conſpiracy is charged againſt the priſoner, an informer. is by law 
admitted to give his teftimony, — but ſuppoſe he ſhould give evi · 
deace of inuiters, which were not true, no human being could 
contradi@ him, there would be no poſſibility of protecting the ac- 
euſed ugainſt the accuſer; A paper was given in-evidence, of a | 
letter from M' Cana to the priſoner, mentioning Lord Edward 


Fitzgerald, We cimorcall Lord Edward Firkgerald to anſwer the = 


| charge; be has been called to appear befote a cou. - uh ere we 
muſt all of us appear!!! He is no longer ameaable to an 
earthly tribunal! He is gone eke 
mony can affect him. | 3 {124 0 Gout gel 3; 


As to Mr. Reynolds, you avian! r W. jaty; Ai fade of | 


the credit of bis teſtimony. It is evident he is not a fooliſh-man, 


he had not the plea of Igaoranee for the Thameful breach of his 
oath of allegiance z yet he now comes forward, to give his evi- | 

dence againft' his acedmplices; you will judge of his evi- 
| dence, and you will hold the balance with. the greater care and 
ſteadineſe, as the crime charged is of the greateſt magnitude, 
and determine whether the Innoctice, or the'Guilt of the pri- 
ſoner at the bar preponderates. You will obſerve one enpreſion 


ol this witneſs: he faid ® he had received five-hundred guineas, 


-< as a compenſation for his loſſes;“ he faid) 1 think 1 will 
take no more; but aſk me that queſtion tomorrow, perhaps 
« I may change my mind.” He told you he had a converſation 
"> with Mr. Cope about the United Iriſhmen : Mr Cope expoſtu- 
ted in a kind of ſermon, on the abominable nnd 4 | 
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a of United W ef he het mare 
_ ders and depredations they had committed, and affirmed that the 
whole property of the kingdom was endangered. Thus through 
che cabbre of Mr. Cope's eloquence was ſtruck, the mighty Colo/- 
fe: Mr. Reynolds, with the crimes of theſe deluded people | and 
ſays Mr. Reynolds, I know a friend, whois an United Iriſhman, 
and I will endeavour- to prevail on him to come forward and 
| give information againſt them. Says. Mr. Cope, ſuch a man no 
reward would be too great for, for he would be the ſalvation of 
his country. We ſhall produce evidence, to ſhew ſome traits 
of the moral conduct of M Reynolds, relative to a bond given 
to a Mrs. Cahil; and if we prove that he is ſuch a man as you 
may judge not deſerving of credit, and if you have a rational 
doubt in your mind, that the priſoner at the bar is not guilty, 
chen you will bring in your verdi& of acquittal—As to the evi- 
dence of Miller and Ryan, they do not, in point of law, prove 
the charges laid in the indictment againſt the priſoner at the bar; 
and to ſupport this poſition, the learned advocate quoted the law 
as to overt- acts in caſes of high treaſon in Sir Michael Foſter, — 
Blackftone, and the opinion of Judge Eyre on the ſubje& of high 

treaſon ; he concluded by intreatiog the jury to conſider maturely 


the evidence; eee eee wee eur ue 1 


0 they would give ſuch a ere eee W deen 
ſtop the effuſion of human blood. 
e on walk th ru az he bar wat | 


e Fitzgerald, Fwarn, 


QF: £4 


00 by Mr. Buſte, counle] for oo priſoner, . 


Q Do you know Mr, e of Kiko e Kildare, 

the witneſs examined this da?: eb 
A. Ido. I am his aunt. : 

Q. From Mr. Reynolds's general character, do you believe 

him worthy of credit upon his oath ? 7 | 

A. I da not. * 1 1 


4 5 | 9 » * 
Examined 
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Examined by ing ata 
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0. ES 2 natal c ef conſideration TP the County of Kildare. 
Are N of ha cee Sfumily of Fitzgerald i in that I l ? 


99 
2 you know a Mir. were a gentleman | now in 


\ Q. Po 

bo 

1A. 1 | Hd ap beer, = x D 4 a 
Q. Do e priſoner at tie bar: 


A. No. I have no k ledge of him at all. 
a Have you lived much in ſociety theſe thirteen en | 
A. No—But within this year and a half, Mr. * vi- 
* me in the nunnery. 

Q What gave him an opportunity of riſing y you ? 2 | 
A. He had a conneQion with me—He fired in familiar fa | 
wi fans with me until of late. | 
Q. Of what age is he 5 1 4 
A. About twenty ſeven 2508 of 22580 e,, 


Mre. Mary Molly, fwora —Examined by I., Buſbe. 
Q. Where do you live? VIM 
A. In King-ftreet, Dublin: 88 
bis path, TR ot 9 1 N 

A. Lan e SL OY 15 _ mo 


— 


| C3734; 44.9412 Croſs examinied be. Mr. e 


Q. If he had ſworn he was an United Iriſhman, wood you | 
believe him ? e 5 7. 


| TI. 
A.I never. £ 
2 3. $<% : 
of "ge 
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Mrs. Cahil? 


A. 1. never heard of United ſridhmen. 
E 
A. Ido not know what their plan is. 15 

Q. Do you know any thing of : bood giren by N. 1 


A. A bond was given for gol. ard a nd ok bg n. 
Cahil, and ſhe rene, nb ber 


her. e thy bio © appar oh e 
e 


tioned in it, of courſe it was a falſe bond 

would not believe him upon bis oath. 
Q. Did you not ſay he was a 2 and therefore 

hoe Ke 25 ES 
A. I did not. | 1 
E eb 


ET a1” or? 


A. I did not. 

Q. Did you not give your evidence ax another na, ei. 
Jury did not give credit to you ? ſs 3 

; A I can't account for what Jurors believe. | 

Q. Do you believe Mr. CR a is 
bond and note to Mrs. Cahil? , _- | 3 

A. Lhare heard it. „ 

Q. Bo you know Mr. bag . » now in confinement; 225 

A. Yes. He is my nephew. _ 

Q- As you came to diſcredit Mr. "Reynolds upon. his oath, 


| had you any converſation with the prieſt upon that ſubjea ? * 


A. I had a converſation with the 8 and 
bond that Mrs. Reynolds came to me for. l 
Q- Had the prieſt any regard for Mr. Reynolds? 
A. e | 


Mrs. Eleanor Dwyer, om. 


| Q. Do you kpow Mn. Cahil? | 
A. Ves. I have known her for ſome time; ſhe is blind. 
Q. Do you know what happened reſpecting a bond? 
A. Mrs. Reynolds came to. Mrs. Cahil, and deſired ber ts 


4 5 z 
- i — 


give her a bond, and Mrs. Cahil | gave it her. 


Eats Croſs examined by Mr. a 
C What ds you ow abou the bod? | 


6 *** 


A. Mrs. Fitzgerald was angry with Mrs. Cal for giringup 
the bond to Mrs. Reynolds. th 
Was the amount of the bond 1255 Ws notes at; m= 1 
TI 1 have heard ſo; 1 2 was | not 8 | BEET 


« 1 
— 1 2 


Dear . From, —amiaed by 1. Beli. 
| a tix you betn 0 acquainted wich the pier» at the 
"Wag b Wy | 6 Hed A et 

os Ves, 4 „ a 1 NE 5 

What is his . charaer ? Ne 

A. A very good character, as far as I know. * 

Q.1 Had you any reaſon to know his political rg during 
the time of your reſidence in his neighbourhood #1 

A. From my ſeeing him take the oath of allegiance do his 
Majeſty as a yeoman, and from his offering to go to fight againſt 
the French when they attempted to invade this kingdom, and 
upon his being always achive in raking * e 1 We he 
was a loyal man. | | 


: 


Ai: 72 Ine pe fs 
Croſs examination. e 
Q. Do you teliev be was 6 violent er ee 
A. I believe he was not. | 
Q. Did you know his reſidence ?. 
A. Ves; he reſided on his own Property. 1 I the county 
in November laſt. 4 

. Q. You have heard web the OP wr *. len Vvited | 
Iriſhmen ? 
A. I have. At one ene time, they were very deen | 

from what they are now. _ | | 
Q. Do you know what are the intentions of the preſent fo lee 9 
048 7:5 * 
5 CE bw that queſtion; I do not know. 3 > 
th Do-you believe they encouraged the making of pikes? ?: | 
4. W een eee |; 


** : | 
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| A paper 


6828) 
A paper We to this witneſs. 


Q Did you ever ſee this paper d 


A. I have ee a ilar paper handed about the coun of 


Wicklow—the reſolutions of a committee. 
Q. Were you in the yeomanry? | 
A. I was an honorary member ; but as I was in the pragice 


of midwifery, an 


therefore reſigued. 
| | Robert Gore, Eſq "WY, 
Q. Have you the commilGon of 5 


A. Yes; The priſoner at the bar was in my corps. He of- 


fered himſelf along with other members of the corps to go to 


any part of Ireland to oppoſe the French, at any time, and at 
any place government directed. I am almoſt certain he bgned 


nme the corps to that purport. 


Croſs examination. 


7 How "TE he left che coops ? 
A. TI believe he has been priſoner three months ; ; heard he was 


£ 


apprehended at Oliver Bond's ; heard he had err in this 225 


ſinels, and was taken at Bond's houſe. 
un. Furlong, 0. ſworn, 


Q Do you know Mr. Reynolds? 


A. Yes. 
Q. Do you 1557 65 powered character? 
A. VVV 


character. 


— Byſbs, 8%. Counſel for the priſoner at the bar. 


My Lord and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
I riſe to addreſs you at this late hour, and to offer to you 2 


few obſervations. After the diſplay pf thoſe great and eminent 

abilities of the learned counſel who preceded me in his elegant 

and correct ſtatement of the priſoner's caſe, I offer my obſerrati- 
I £ a 7 : « . ons 


(29 * 925 
058 vid en dees Gentlemen of the Jury, ee 
together here to determine upon the life of a fellow ſubject.— 
You will weigh in the ſcales of equal juſtice, the evidence of a 
- witneſs, who comes forward as a public informer, and conſider the 
character the priſoner at the bar bore before this unnatural rebel 
lion broke out. 1 ſhall not preſume to addreſs your paſſions, to 
ſtimulate you to find a verdict, on the ground of ' humanity, in 
favour of the unhappy priſoner at the bar ; but let me appeal to 
your juſtice, and to your wiſdom, to conſider materially the eri- 
dences which have been brought forward againſt my client on 
this occaſion. Mr. Curran has already laid before you ſo many 
' obſervations relative to the crime of high treaſon, and animad- 
verted on the many overt · acts laid in the indictment againſt this 
unfortunate young man, the priſoner at the bar, that. I will not 
«detain you in detailing them to you. Let me, gentlemen of the 
jury, ſubmit to your cool and diſpaſſionate conſideration, ode 
peculiar circumſtance in the evidence of Mr. Swan. It does 
not appear that when he went into the room, at Oliver Bond's, 
that the priſoner at the bar was then and there guilty: of ms 
charge laid in the indiQment ; it might be, for any thing that 
appears in evidence, and that is the only ground on which you 
are to found your verdict, that it might have been an innocent 
| meeting. There is nothing in that part of the caſe to ſhew the 
intention, quo animo, in the priſoner, to manifeſt the evil inten- 
tion laid in the indictment, that the priſoner did compaſs and 
imagine the death of the king. I am ſpeaking as to any act done 
at Bond's by the priſoner at the bar. Vou cannot, from the 
evidence of Reynolds, collect any particular ſtreſs laid on the 
priſoner at the bar, more than any other member of the body of 
United Iriſhmen who met at Bond's houſe. The charge laid 
againſt the priſoner at the bar, is, that he did, with other falſe 
traitors, compaſs and imagine the death of the king, and that he 
did adhere to the king's enemies, and to effectuate thoſe wicked 
| purpoſes, did adhere to the perſons exerciſing the powers of go- 
verument in France, to overturn the conſtitution of this country., 
It is for you, gentlemen of the jury, to ſay, on your oaths, 
that there has been ſufficient evidence, laid before you, that the a 
g W at the bar did 2 and imagine the death of the 
; . 
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king, - men ao, 
that the priſoner at the bar ever made any declarations that. ever 
mentioned ſuch ſentiments or ſuch intentions? Now, gentlemen 
of the jury, let me bring to your ſerious, and deliberate. attention, 
that there js a charge laid in the indaftment, that the priſaner at 
the bar did adhere to the perfons, ex erdiſimg the pqwers, of go- 


veroment in France. Now ſee what evidence you have bag-before 


you to ſupport. that charge againſt this young man. my unfortu- 
nate client, at the bar. Let me aſk. you, have you ane ſingle 
tiule of evidence to ſupport that, charge againſt the priſoner ? 
You hate heard, an the contrary, the evidence of a gentleman 
of great conſideration in this covotry, that the priſoner at the 
bar did voluntarily offer his ſervices. againft the French, to . 
poſe their landing in any part of this kingdom. It. will be ſaid 
that. the priſoner at the bar did make preparations for the war, 
and entered into a conſpiracy ta levy war; but there bas been no 


evidence given of the intentions of this man, that he did. intend to 


compaſs, the Kiog's death. If there is a variance between the 
evidence of the crime committad, and the charge laid in the in- 
dictment againſt any mam it may be taken advantage of in favour 


of the perſon on bis trial; if there is proof that a man's igten- 


tions were to levy war, but no prof that the man's intentions 
were to compaſs the death of the king. The priſoner at the 


bar is a very young man. He was arreſted before any rebellion 


broke out in Ireland; and here let me obſerve to you, that ſome 
years ago, ſeveral illuſtrious characters in Great Britain and Ire- 
land entertained ſentiments. that a, parliamentary refarm and ca- 
tholic emancipation. were objects which they conſidered ta be of 
the greateſt national utility. Theſe were the ideas, theſe were 
the decided ſentiments of Edmund Burke, of Mr. Pitt, the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, of Henry Flood, and many 


others jn Eoglapd ; and thoſe abjecta were ſtated ſome, years ago, 
to be entirely correſpondent with the ſenti mer ts of many perſons _ 


in this country; and it is plain, from the youth of the priſoner 


at the bar, that he bad not been long in the habit of aſſociating ; 


and all the evidence that, has been brought againſt the prifover 


does dot amount to more than a.conſpiracy 3 3, and upon: that point 
I beg to refer to the ſentiments of Judge Buller, as. fixed. . 


5 (#) 
_ thur- O'Connor's tb · the ſereral ovest⸗acle, charged. againſt 
the priſoner in the indictment, have been ſo fully expatiated-upon, 
that it is unneceſſary” tb repeat them, If it was even admit tec 
that the priſoner was guilty of a conſpiracy to levy war in Ireland, 
I contend that that cannot anne e dire ee 
paſs or imagine the death of the king in England. e 

Court. It has been determined, as laid down by Lord Hale, 
that at a meeting of the Judges in England, a war in Ireland is, 
in point of law, a compaſſing or imagining the death of the king 

in England; and in Lord Maguire's caſe, if a war was raiſed 
is the county of Middleſex, it is a compaſſing or imagining the 
death of the king, Min the king was got reſiding in N 
fer, in the county of Middleſen. 

Mr. B. FF kad of Eſſex; b he 
r ee ee compaſſing and imagining the death of queen 
Elizabeth: there the act was never done, but the evil intention 
was proved. Gentlemen of the jury, 1 ſhall not recapitulate 
further the evidence that has been given againft this very young | 
man, the priſoner at the bar; and I doubt not that you regret the 
diſtractions that prevail in this countryy but yet you in your ver- 
dict, will adminifter juſtice according to equity, to this miſguid- 
ed young man; and if you entertain a reaſonable doubt in your 
n ̃ Con; yo EI 


[_ O'Grady, 25. Counſel on the 125 of ü the e Crown. 


My Lord and Ga ct ar" Jary; 
| REP Ho ooo 
tion ſome remarks and obſervations, which it is incumbent on 
me to mention. I have heard ſome arguments in point of law, 
and ſome obſervations on matters of fact, which I find it im- 
poſſible to accede to. You have heard the evidences which bave 
deen produced. Mr. Swan poſitively ſwears, he apprehended 
the priſoner in Bond's houſe, with other members of the ſociety 
of United Iriſhmen, and that there was found on him a letter 
written to him by John M- Cann, which has been read in evi- - 
e e e neee 25 
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| Miller and Ryan, of the county of Wicklow, identified the'pris- 


ſoners, and proved that the priſoners did direct pikes to be made 
by Miller, and appeinted Miller to be captain of that body of 
United Irimmen. Theſe evidences corroborate one another; to 
tx the charges laid in the indictment on the priſoner. "Youre 


- called upon by the oath you have taken to give your verdict ac 


cording to the evidence which has been given before:you. Tou 
cannot ſhut your eyes and your ears to the barbarities that have 
been committed in this country; wives and children have been 
ſacrificed to the brutal ferocity of theſe deluded men, and other 


enormities have been perpetrated, that could only have reſulted 


from the moſt unprincipled and ubandoned minds. Miller told 


you he did direct piles to be made, 84 or 85 of them, and that 


Byrne ordered him to have them made, and paid Miller ſor them. 
Whom were they to be lifted up agaioft ? againſt all their oppoſers. 


If you ſhould entertain a reaſonable doubt of the guilt of che 


12 — 


Will eee ee 
ticle of doubt of his guilt, when you read under his hand, tbe 


plan to overturn the conftitution ; the certificate, under his hand, 
of ſerjeants to be engaged in the war in oppoſing the king's go 
vernment in this country? Gentlemen, the indictment ſtates, 


and the evidence proves the overt-aQts againſt this man; the con- 
ſpiracy of this man, to levy war againſt the King, is manifeſt; 


and a conſpiracy to levy war, is compaſhog and imagining the 
death of the king, by the common law of the land. 
Gentlemen of the jury, let me bring to your edcolioRien a 


piece of written evidence, proved to be the priſoner's hand writ- 
ing; and it is to the following effect: It ſtates itſelf to be a return 


of men, arms and ammunition-—Now how were thoſe intended 
to be employed? I anſwer, from the evidence that has been 
given, for the purpoſe of levying war in this kingdom, to over- 
"———_— the government and conftitution of Ireland. The 
2 counſel attempted to impeach the character of Rey- 
nolds; but they have failed in that attempt; he is a competent 
witneſs. Mr. Swan has told you, n the pri- 

. 8 


1 


3 „„ 
over a pocket book ; in it are ſeveral entries in the priſoners 


hand writing 3 he has there ſome toaſts written down, one f 
which is May rebellion never ceaſe {+ another; ,o the memory 


of Orr; and obſerve, that M*Cann, in his letter, calls che 


priſoner Byrne, dear brother... Let me, gentlemem of the/juryy} | 


bring to your recollection, that you are called here to diſcharge! 


a duty of the higbeſt ĩmportance to your counery's vou will de- 5 


eide according to che evidence: you'wilt nor forget your dat 


becauſe the priſuser at the bar neglectect his. 


4 
oy rue of 


Gentlemen of the Jury, the learned counlel för the pi 


endeavoured, with all the energy of his eloquence, to iniprel# i 
you with i belief.” that the priſoner was not guilty of the thar- 
ges laid in the indictment; but be did not ſay the priſoner Was 


entirely innocent; he could not ſay it, becauſe Miller gave eri. 
dedee that Byrne ordered the piber to be made, and mentioned the 


tumber of them to be made that they might come cheaper. This 


in a crime flated, and the fact is proved, not only by Miller, 
'but by the hand writing of the-priſoner himſelf—and this ſhews 


| the Vepravity of his heart. Conſider alſo the paper of February 8 
1798, which deſires them not to mind falſe rumours, &c.—and | 


ſee his return of men and arms, and delegates names, « Ivers 


of Carlow, and Cummings of Kildare, &c.—1 ſhall not de- 


tuin you further, You will on your oaths; no doubt, n 
| eee 


uE CHARGE, 


4 


n Cats Juſto Croll, 


Ban Gentlemen of the Jury, N 
. ao ects oe Fe 
e that hath been given in this caſe; in doing which, I 
hope my brothers on the bench will ſupply me with any circum- 
ſtance that I may happen to omit. I ſhall mention to you ſome 
leading acts of the priſoner, that came more particularly under 
conſideration, and ſhall make ſuch obſervations on the evidence, 


as may aſſt you in forming the verdict which you are to give.» 


Vou are the conſtitutional judges in this caſe ; you are to baniſh 
| | D : 
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levy" war againſt the: king and for a £onſpiragy'to depoſe the 
king and. overturn, the, conſtitution—ang. for conſpiring aboyt che 
ine 40 . armed men —apd for affogiativg, with a body of | 


. 


ene ee ehem en bn wits 
and found, your verdic entirely upon the evidences which has 
ia day deen produced before . K dos t Ggütle⸗ 
Gentlemen of the jury, the charge brought againſt che priſonex 
is / achatge of high tteaſon the ind dent extends this chag 


of the king ; andzabe ſecond is for adhering tothe Ring ene. 
wies. Nhe. ,3& overtract as for cooſpiriog to wake a rebellian and 


N lriſhmen, for the purpoſe, of overturning the 
ne of this Country, by ſorce — ad that the priſoger. did, 
with other f falſe traitors, aſſemble and take returns of the num- 
ber of armed mep raiſed. i in the ſeveral, baronies and pariſhes, 39d 
the e of arms and. ammunition to be furniſhed. Theſe 


9 80 ue counts which, haye been ſtated ig your; ©. 
e 


aud adhering to his enemies; all theſe are declared to be bigh 


presſon, In my mind, the charge of  bigh treaſon has been fully 


proved, for you to find g;yerdi&t for the. crown. None of you, 
gentlemen, who are of the preſent jury, was before on any jury 
upon a trial of this kind 3; © have ſtated what the law on high 


treaſon is—and in my opinion it is not neceſſary there ſhould be 


preciſe evidence, that the man charged did actually intend, to 


take away the life of the king ;—but if he committed any act of | 


treaſon, as levying war againſt the kidg,./it is a compaſſing and 


imagining the king's death, .becauſe the life of the king may there-- 
by be endangered; and therefore it is, the law fays, the levying 


warks a compaſſing and imagining the death of the king Laviting 


this. Fregch to invade this kingdom, is a compaſſing and imagining 


the death of the king—becauſe the king's life may be endangered 
thereby—A conſpiracy to levy war, was not a conſpiracy to com- 


pals the death of the king, it was ſaid by a gendeman in urgu- 
ment was got high treaſon ; but by the higheſt law authorities 
it 


mor © 


ip60:twocounts the ſuſt far oompaſſing ahi imagining the death 


overt-aQts are laid in the indickment $0. ſupport * 


f the jurys Jet me claim your attention to what 
pd js xelative to high treaſop, viz .compaſſing 
pr imaginigg the death ol che king—levying war againſt the king, 


os wry 
<a a» 


Mir. Dwyer, Captain Gore, and others, deems 


(Un N. 
e bela. that any man who enters. into a cnffitcy to o levy war, 
is guilty of compaſling the death of tbe king. The next chatge 
againſt the priſoner at the bar is, that he did conſpire to depoſe 
alid deprive the king of and from his royal authority, and to alter 
by force the government of this kingdom, and this is treaſon if 
proved. Let me apply the evidences to this part of the eaſe 3 
you have heard from the evidences themſelves, that the priſoner. 
at the bar did conſpire to alter by force the government of this 
kingdom. —In this point was the evidence parol and written 
produced; and here I will Rate the evidence of Mr Swan. He 
told you he went to the houſe. of Oliver Bond, and there ſeized 
the priſoner at the bar, who was there aſſembled, as delegate from 
the County.of Wicklow, and belonging to the ſociety of United 
1riſhmen, and in whoſe poſſeſſion the ſeveral papers produced and. 
given in evidence were. found; and from the parol teſtimony and 
written evidence produced, you, gentlemen of the jury, will de- 
termine on the verdict which you will give; this .caſe is ſolely: 
left to your deciſion Here the learned judge with all that benig»! 
nity of mind, that ſound legal knowledge, and that humanitg he, 
ſo eminently poſſeſſes, went through the whole body of evidence, 
parol and written, which had been given in the courſe of a trial, 
which laſted near twenty hours; and in every part commented on 
every circumſtance, that in the leaſt operated in favour of the pri- 
ſoner at the bar that could illuſtrate and explain every ſcintil la 
of evidence which had been given, —or could, by obſervations and 
remarks, tend to make the caſe more clear, and perſpicuous to the 
underſtandings of the jurors. The writer of this report having. 
inſerted, in their proper places, the evidence given by Mr. Swans. | 
Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Cope, Mr. Miller, Mr. Ryan, Mr. Fitzgerald, 

i unneceſſary to 
give a repetition of their teſtimony, but refers the reader to the 
reſpective evidences, in the preceding pages of this report. 
The learned judge concluded, by remarking to the jurors, that 
there was nothing in the evidence that was not perfectly intel - 
lgible to every underſtanding, and added that he had fulfilled his 


duty, and did not entertain any doubt, but that the jury would pro- 


een N 
| 2 Page The 
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The honounble Mfr. Baron dn =Gene of th jury 
II ſhall ſubmit a few obſervations to you. 
oer nnen 


ment It may not be neceſſary to claim your attention to all 


ef them! ſhall only refer to your conſideration, the ſeyenth 


and tenth overt- acts and here let me ſtate to you what your iſſue 
is, to try in this caſe ; it is to try and inquire, whether the priſoner 
at the bar is guilty or not, of the charge laid againſt him in the 
indictment, i. e. whether the priſoner at the bar did, as ſtated in 


te pvert · act, receive returns of the number of armed men, and 


of the quantity of arms, for the purpoſe of levying war, and 
raiſing a rebellion in this kingdom; and whether the priſoner at 


at the houſe of Oliver Bond, to make and receive returns of the 
number of armed men, arms and ammunition. You have heard 
much paroſ evidence, and a great deal of written evidence has 
been adduced to you. The parol evidence has been corroborated 
by written evidence, and therefore the moral character of the 
witneſs examined, is not of ſo great conſequence as it would 


| otherwiſe have been—There has been no parol evidence given, 


that has not been corroborated, in all its parts by the · written evi- 
dence. You, as men of good ſenſe, will confider how far it was 


reaſonably to be expected, a ſecret conſpiracy could be proved by 


evidences of unſuſpected charafters—you cannot expect eviden- 

ces to ſuch deep conſpiracies, of ſuch ſtrict morals and unpolluted 
conduct, as in other caſes, for ſome of the charges in the in 
 ditment, were only known to the accomplices.—“Let me claim 
your attention, to the evidence of Mr. Reynolds Here the 
learned” baron to the evidence of Mr. Reynolds, add 
contraſted it wi the evidence of Mr. Swan, to ſhew that every 
particular, communicated'to Mr. Cope ſome days before the 
meeting at Bond's by Mr. Reynolds, was proved by the evidence 
of Mr. Swan The reader is referred to the teſtimony of Mr. 


| Reynolds and Mr. Swan, inſerted it the preceding pages of chis 


report. The learned judge then referred to the written evidence, 
eorroborative of the parol teſtimony of Reynolds, Swan, Miller 
and Ryan, and remarked-that there could not be any doubt, but 
chat all the written evidence produced, found on the priſoner, or 

on 


(049: 
Fromm where they FR 


in the room] Therefore, continued the learned Baron, if you 


var and rebellion The returns on paper were found in the room, 
and thereon is ſtated the name of the delegate, the place he re- 


'preſented, the number of armed men, number of Guns, Pikes, 
and quantity of ammunition.— If you, gentlemen of the jury, 
have any reaſonable doubt on your mind, . you. will -ioſtantly. ac- 


quit the priſoner at the bar, if, on the other hand, you have n0 
doubt, then you will find him guilty. Many obſerxations were 
made by the counſel at the bar, in favour of their client but you 
are bound by your oath, to find your verdict on the evidence 
- which has been brought forward to you—you are not to be guided 


by the conduct, purſued in any court in England or Ireland--by 
the conſtitution, the verdi& is intirely for the, conſideration, of 


the jury--you will determine on the truth or falſchood af the 
| Charge, and you will no doubt give ſuch a verdidh as in yo 
: eng u eee e 6 . 


The Honourable Mr. Sun Dy. Ee 


* 


1 fat tm ciao ea W 
jeg! diffeuty in this caſe. A conſpiracy to levy war is an overt» 


act of bigh treaſon, and was ſo laid down on the trial of Hardy, 
in 1794, and is a conſpiraey to depoſe the king, and if proved 
is concluſive evidence of high treaſon it will admit of no 
contention—it is merely a jury queſtion. The queſtion in this 


caſe is, is there evidence of any overt- act ſufficient to ſatisſy you? 


=_ is for your conſideration what degree of credit you will give 
to the witneſſes." They are entitled to sive their evidence in a 


court of juſtice. With reſpect to the overt · acts declared upon on 


| the Nen of the 104 IR the e at the bar did con- 
| . 6. Sr 1 92 


and is evidence againſt any one of their party, who was arrelted 


| believe the priſoner at the bar was in that room, it muſt be read in 
evidence againſt him, Now, what was the purport of that meeting ? 3 
it was to receive the returns of the number of United Iriſhmen 

in arms, and the quantity of arms and ammunition, and to levy 5 


- 


K | 1 38 9 RT | 


ſpire with other falſe traitors to levy was and bes- egdd 


Duſſemble and conſult about the means of raifing armed men, arms, 


Sc. and did conſpire to overturn the preſent government, and 
did engage a number of armed men to levy war, ngy of, heſ 
aver · ads proved by the evidence are ſufficient to warrant yon 


to ſind the priſoner guilty. The Hon, and learned judge point · 
ald out to the jury the evidences of Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Swan, 


Miller and Ryan, and the written evidence which hadbeco prov, 


ed, and baving with great ability and profeſſions] knowledge, 
made the moſt judicious remarks on the evidence, to the jury, 
the learned judge concluded by obſerving, that Mr, Reynolds 
made à fair and open declaration of the whole treaſon, and told 


the time and place where the delegates. were to hold their Pals 


nial meeting, i. e. at Oliver Bond's, in Bridge: ſtreet; there 


was not a tittle of evidence. given by Reynolds, that was not 


. found by Mr. Swan to be true. If it were a crime of open pub- 
city, there might be more evidence; but it was a dark, a ſecret 


conſpiracy which ſhunned the light; it was hardly poſſible, in the 


nature of things, it could be brought to light; it was in conſe. 
quence of the converſation of Mr. Cope with Reynolds, that 


the enormity of the crime then flaſhed conviction on him, and 


| be communicated the information which led to the detection and 
apprehenſion of the members at Oliver Bond's. You have no 
" reaſon whatever to ſuppoſe Reynolds gave the information thro? 


any grudge or ſpleen, there is no evidence of it. If the guilty 

are not puniſhed, and protection affordeg to the innocent, no 
' government could exiſt. Under all the circumſtances in this 
eaſe, you will determine according to the evidence, whigther the 


priſoner at the bar is guilty or not. If you entertain any doubt | 


becoming a rational mind; you will acquit the priſoner ; if you 
| believe in your conſciences he is guilty, you vill then diſcharge 
your conſcĩences, and find him. guilty. 


14 Tos gury retired ĩnto the jury-room, about 1e the morn 5 [ 


ing, July the 20th, and in about twenty minutes afterwards re- 


ak. into the jury box, and delivered in their e as fol- 


lows, viz, 


| = E R D I C'T. 
We find the priſoner, William Michael oom Guily 


683970 


1 0 de dadisg Ge wercid the priſoner was beet s . 


e bie every young aan che reg eser Mewel che deepeſt Ty 
Kontern at the ite of this miſguided min; ©1517 P +7 ot 975 


Clerk of the Crown.——What have you to 8. why baue, 


; death ſhould not be pronounced ? 

The priſoner. then addreſſed the court in a very conciſe 44 
ſenſible ſpeech ; he thanked the judges for the great humanity | 
and indulgence they had ſhewn him during the courſe of this long 


trial, and alſo, returned his grateful thanks to his counſel, who 


on very ſhort notice had exerted their great abilities in his de- 
fence, and was ſenſible they had done their utmoſt endeavours 


to ſave his life. He lamented bitterly his being led aſtray from 


his allegiance by Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and others, and pa- 
thetically beſought the court to grant him a little time to ſettle his 
affairs, for the future ſupport of an affe@tionate wile and TO 
children. 


The Hon. Fu uſtice Creofhnk —Mr, Byrne, it becomes my. 
| duty, painful in the extreme as the taſk is, to addreſs a few * 
words to you; you are a very young man. You have had 2 
very liberal education, which ougtk to have directed you againſt | 
the committal of the horrid ant atrocious crime of which vou 

haye been ſound guilty. Vou have not the plea of ignorance to 
urge in vindication of your conduct. The ſtation and rank 


1 


of life in which you lived ought to have implanted on your mind 


' a veneration- for your ſovereign, and the conſtitution of this 2 : 
kingdom. I have now to recommend to you moſt ſeriouſly to 55 


make your peace with God, and embrace every moment of the 


few hours you have to remain in this world to that purpoſe, Let 
me apprize you, that you have not a glimmering of hope that your > fs 
life will not be forfeited to the offended laws of your country); 
and therefore let me again beſeech you to endeavour to make 
your peace with God. I have nothing further to lay, but iy. 


| pronounce the ſentence of the law, which is, 
> Phat you, William Michael Byrne, be . Fat from the * of 


this court, and carried to the place from whence you came 


the gaol, and thence to the common place of execution, and 
there to be hung by the _— but not until you are dead 3 but 
| ORs. 


Fg, 


K 7 1 1 * 1 »# #3 # 
41 % „„ ® * 3 . 
- 


e 4 20 #1 . 


1 
AL 22 2. K. 1); 


* 1 


322 ä 


P 


ns 


1 
4 
£ 


davit, ſtatin 


* 


- 


* 


= 


— — —  ____—  — CQw_—_——Q————— 


—— — — ́É 
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alſo ſtated, e wha ke 
a Mrs. Mary Molloy, who had until lately reſided in'a 3 
ſeminary in Dublin, had, withdrawn herſelf from her Ine en, 
dence, and that deponent could not at preſent find out where f © 
had concealed herſelf, to prevent being ſerved with a crown ſum- 
mans to attend this honourable court and-give nce ; d 


—— ˙——— — 


Crookſhank, — and the Honourable Mr. Juſtice Day, an 
/ that the priſouer at the bar had n 
paper called the Dublin Evening Poſt, and in another e\ * 
called the Dublin Journal, an account of a late trial wherein it 
thatzhe had been arreſted i 


3 


in a room in his house 
e M. Nein en 
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ies = EE could not with — 
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| the courſe of a few days, he might be able to find out the preſent 
 Teſdence of the faid Mrs. 2 Rn 
old pur off his trial. BE FFF“ 

| Another affidavit was wade} Jans . E ys, 
est of tbe priſoner, ſtating the fact above mentioned, and that 
de had uſed every diligence to find out the preſent refidence of | 
+ the faid Mrs. Mary Molloy, in order to ſerve her with a crown 


but had not been able to find her as yet, but - oped in the 
courſe of a ſe days, he might diſcover. her preſent reſidence 
and enforce ber attendance —and did beliere we —_— 
= would be material to the defence of the priſoner... 
Mr. Curran, counſel for the priſoner, . 
pone the trial of Mr. An bann affidavits 
above ſtated. 
The Hdnburable Me! e ct lirws, * the 
n befora. me are Rated twg, grounds to put off the trial, 
that in ſome Newſpapers had appeared an error, as to ſtating 
Where and with whom the priſoner was at the time pf his arreſl— 
© and that Mrs. Mary Molloy bad withdrawn herſelf from her 
late refidence, to avoid being ſummoned to attend this bonoura.- 
bie court to give her teſtimony, which is ſtated to be material for 
the defence of the priſoner. My lord, as to the 
. Newſpapers, I am told that the error with reſpect to the arreſting + 
de priſoner has ſince been corre&ted, and it could not make any 
© Impreſſov upon the mind of any juron, to, prejudice him againſt 
+  thepriſpner ; and as there are five of the moſt enlightened, and | 
' /bumane judges on the bench, the court will tale cate that all the 
+; x Piſonery hal have full pperraniey of hates their debe and 
Il alſo take care, as far as in them lies, that no publication in 
ewſpapers,. or in any other manner, ſhall haye any fort of in- 
. © Huence on the mind of the jurors, whoever they may happen to 
be; that as to trials, on criminal proſecutions, the public have a 
_ right to be preſent at them, and. the trials may be publithed for 


2 


5 e wand therefore upon this part is nal affidavit, 
* * 


53 2 * 


F and therefore às he wus in hopes that in 


e information of the public, if they are publiſhed from notes 
* N — F _ N I: . That it 


and Mrs. Cabil relative, to # bond, that Mr. 
_ iid Mrs. Molloy's. opinion) deſerving of credit, in a court of juſ-- | 
tice. If Mrs. Molloy was was now in this court, that is the teſt 
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ſhe has to give, whether or not that is ſufficient ground to 5 . 
| this trial, is for the judgment of the court to determine 
| ze Ponſonby, Eſq . Counſel for the 
caſe of thedean of Saint: Aſaph, who on | 
libel, preſented to the court an affidavit, ſtating that a bl 5 
had appeared from Mr. Fitzmaurice, the plaintiff ; in het caſe, wy 
Which had a tendency' to inflame the minds of the 
the defendant, and that the court did on that account 
we tial to a future dg. 8 


ok 
Pe A 
ix 
ft 


hk =P 


Lord Carlton. —lo wy y opiti inion in the pri 


bave no weight in the. caſe before us. "With reſpe'to'the - 
Dean of St. Aſaph's caſe, it was for a libel, and av a' 
12 appeared to the court to have been publiſhed by the 


7 


in that caſe, althy? not going to the real merits of che 
it was a ſufficient 
another ground in the application to üs, that Mrs. 
e- e ee 


| ground there. i is not ſufficient 7 


port from notes taken in court in wricing, 
N * graphiſt wiio has many years | | | 


Fa, 


(razr in nr nab] F 8 


* 


"at the bar, was directed to EY 
NT yak es — which he did. 
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r vor the dé 
of your allegiance 2 but being moved 
if of the devil, ou 
did with other aſs ee, ee wil more unghiik ape" 
contriving and imaginivg with all eur Rrength this Kingdom to 
and to overtorn by force ef um, &c. the 


this kingdom, on the 20th Jay of May, in che Jem yer of. 


. 


the reign of the preſeu king, in be of Gt. Mabe hy, 
Arch Angel, did conſpire and meet together about the menne of 


royal Rate, power and government of this country W-deprive - 
and put; and chat you, Oliver Bond, with other falſe trat 
eee 
munition for the purpoſe of arming men to wage war again vue 
forertign lord the king 3 and did cod(pire to overtary by Force the | | 


governtnent thereof ; ad did afſemble and mee together co rie 
ann i AOL cod procete ares $6 dan 7 


aid and affiſt in the ſaid rebellion, and did adminiſter ulawſul 
oaths to faid Thomas Reynolds, and to certain other perſoas is 
be United Iriſhmen, for the purpoſe of overturning by force the 
government of this kingdom; and you the Gig Ore AIR” 
collect ſums of money to furniſh arms and ammunition w the - 


perſons in faid rebellion, againft theduty of your 


ry wi Majeſty's peace, bis crown and dignity, and contrary _ | 
to the form of the ſtatute in that caſe made and provided. _ And 
whereas. a public war, both by land and fea, is, and hath bern 5 5 
carried on by perſons. | the powers of gorerument in 3 
France z you the ſaid Oliver Bond, not having the fear of G 
I before your eyes; did aid and affift the French and men of France + | 
to invade this kingdom, to overturn by force the govirnment of TIE. 
this kingdom, and 10 compaſs and imagine the death of the king. 
2 fo forth. On this indiement, you, Oliver Bond have been ao 


this day arigned, and have der not e and for trial have 


overturning the government; and his Majeſty of and from bis 


hwful government ot this kingdom, . 


Thomas Reynolds to be a Colonel in the coumy of Kildare, wo. 5 
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} 3 1 2 bel due, with that which now Uevonven: 7 we notwith- 
Ma 7 by Fe been engaged in yindication.of the public rights, never. 
x 1 dia a moment of my life have I ariſen under the impreſſion of 
3 . 


ky. fee to acknowledge, that on the ſubject matter of the priſoner's 
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dy Leonie nod, Centleihto of thy fury i 
| Notwithſtanding that I am id vr 06 WEEN TORS 


claims more exertion on my part, or attention on that of the 
at all ſurprized that ſo many people attend this 
ſo much, or ſo general anxiety, for I am 


R 
* e tharie 


trial, the public ſafety depends in trembling and fearful exiſtence 
Here the erowds preſſing into the court, occafioned ſome noiſe 
wy aud interruption of the eloquent ſpeaker.} I muſt wiſh that the 
wle buſtle prevailing in the court may ſubſide, before I come to 
+  the:efſential parts af this ſtatement; for it is impoſſible, confi 
-+ tent. with a due attention to the mutual obligations which claim 
72 on the jury, chat a ſingle circumſtance alledged againſt the priſoner 
Would be overlooked. This is an open court of juſtice ; thank 
"M2 Mearen that it is | and the public have a right to know what its 
+ "determinations are, upon trials of any of his Majeſtys ſubjeds 
charged with crimes of ſuch enormity as now await the judicial 
enquiry. I truft, howeyer, that nothing will occur to interrupt 
* the decorum, which bas. uniformly marked the preſent commil- 
fen. My Lords, L have great reliance on the continuation of 
the-decency diſtinguiſhing the progreſs of theſe ttiala great reli 
.,- ance, when I look back on the decorum fo ſtrictly paid, and juſtly 
due to the ſolemn adminiſtration of: juſtice, Since the com- 
mencement of the preſent trials, I have witneſſed the dignified 
| patienceof the bench, and the vowearied attention of the jury, 
and che public forming the ayditory, ſhould be impteſſed with this 
opinion, Ff. PRE FERIIEt mark 
„nen. 129 | 
The . Va — under the chargo 
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„ aired ee ve rb In 1 
Anion io this, the priſoner has had other great advantages: the 
. ume previous 10 trig], in which he ſhould by law. be furniſhed | 
Vith a copy of his indi&ment, We 
de produced againſt him, has been more than doubled. and moſt 
glad ſhall I be of every circumſtance that can afford kim an og. 
_ - portunity'of eſtabliſhing his innocence. Although a learned ger 
 tleman, in ſupport. of the affidavit advanced by che priſoner; hay 
_ ralked much of the ferment of the times, and the danger of pres 
Judice operating agaioft the intereſts of his client. I will fay that | 
the priſoner bas, on this head, advantages, which hare not at- 
2ended the trials immediately preceding. In the interval between 
- the committal of the priſoner, and the preſent time, a grievous,.. 
2n enfuriate, and beadlong rebellion has deflated a great, 4008 5 
the faireſt part of Ireland: but the vigour and activity of the exe- ; 
cutive government, aided by the valour of your citizens, have 
 putit down, and reſtored the public mind to a very coaſiderible. 
4 5 if not an entire ſtate of calmneſa and abſtraction- Be aſſured, 


** 


7 9 


Gentlemen of the jury, that no man can wiſh leſs than Jy 
chat you ſhould bring a Gogle ingredient i into that box, of a te 
| dency to irritate. your minds. If you have nor left all rankling-”_ 
| feelinge-qakide the door, I moſt fervently entreat that you dif- 2 8 
poſſeſs yourſelves of them at this moment, NN e a. by” 5 7" 


n „„ 5 


many of the j jury ee he Kit coal of his e in = "4 
part of the kingdom, and with thoſe very jurors moſt cognizane. tn 
_ of chat fact, I leave the priſoner to avail himſelf ofthis . 5 
_ _ vourable knowledge. 1 cangot here paſs | over in filence,. the” 35 5 

| manly, iſe and loyal condukt which, has diſtinguiſhed ths. Nag 14. 
of Ireland, on à recent, trying, and yohappy occaſtion; WR 5 


Other parts of the country plunged into that madneſs N 
the. conſequences of which. muſt long be felt! in the ſcenes” of on 55 
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. by pc nition 
e eee eee 

er rares bu long een ofa, c. 
in a proſperous trade, and by that tie connected with every 
PPP 
af wales which, if perverted to the purpoſes of miſchief, are 
formidable indeed. Within the precin@s & that city in which | 
de has refided ſo many years, be now comes to take his trial, and 
on charges of a cooſpiracy proceeded upon in the metropolis of 
Ireland, and almoſt within the view of every man here. This 
| bs an additional and great advantage to the priſoner, and a con- 
| ſpicuous feature in our laws—a trial of the vicinage, for thus an 
_ opportunity is furniſhed of knowing the character of every per- 
ſon brought forward, and of forming a deciſion under all the ad- 
_ vantages of trial by jury. chat diſtiogniſhing character of our ex- 
cellent and unrivalled conſtitution. The end of all Jaws, in all 
Countries where the general good is held in view, is to preſerve 
equally the laws and the people, making the maintenance of the 
one the. beſt protection of the other. Where then ſhall we look 
For that perfection, or bappy, diſtin ion in the laws of any hu- 
man ſociety, which can for a moment divert our admiration and 
-, reverence from the trial by jury; that great and ſacred barrier of 
+. the crown and the ſubje& ; and never did I addrefs' jury where | 


on . poplar juleg hrs bye mare co: 


Jicuoys, While payiog the tribute which truth and ihe reſpect 
T entertain for you demands, do not think, gentlemen of the jury, 
 -that Ideſcend to the petty alliavee of fattery': aq I believe you © 
to be equally free from the influence of flattery, or of fear, ſo 1 
dall endeayoyr to addreſs you without applying to eithet. The 
ſme of the indifiment makes it neceſſury that I fay u few prefa... 
"tory words: in reſpect, however, to the law in this caſe, I am 
much relieved by what has already pen beard on che ſubject in the 
- eoncle of thele trizls, and by the decifon; of the bene og thoſe 
| novel and dangerous doQtrines telative to the king's refidency, 
which have taken up fo much judicial time, been fo ingenioully 
dliſcuſſed by gentlemen of very great eloquence, indeed, bet, 
nene , 
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e ee been ef- 
feed by the dodtrine, that a rebellion in Ireland canoot uiett .. 3 
the Monarch 1 in England, or on chat principle become an at of "2 1 
nnn rake of e "4 
but, thank Heaven! the more the people of theſe countries A 
underſtand the law, the more will they reverence it, and ſecurely” þ 
repoſe under its protection. I will not therefore trouble you with + 
the law in this caſe, conkdent as. amy how rer thy hugh = 4 
will be to give you the fulleſt information on that ſubject. is 

The priſoner, Mr. Bond, has been for many years paſt an © 

"Hes and enterprizing political character: he was deeply. en- 4 
Died in trade; and grown rich —very pich, and 9e man had — 
more or better cauſe to reverence that conſtitution under which ' %, = 
his wealth had increaſed, his perſon was ſecure, ar gh | 
protected; there was nothing deſperate in circumſtance, or ime . 
becile in character, to make him an inſtrument of of delußon in tbe Ig ( 
bands of others, but on the contrary, it will appear that he ® 
himſelf was the promoter and the teacher of that treaſon Ne, 2 "= 
which he now comes before you to be tried. His activity in "oo 1 
creaſed ſince the French revolution took place, and the idea of. 
| eſtabliſhing a republic in Ireland, and promoting the object by the. 
aid of France, took ſtrong poſſeſſion of his mind. The facility © 
with which 2 French fleet arrived off our coats u tha ei! 
did not tend to damp the ſpirit of the priſoner. From that time 
Fa eu ee eee which howeyer the French "I, 
had too much ſenſe to undertake, tho' they might operate on. the 5 * ; 
folly and wickedneſs of this country by their promiſes, had been 
__- Rroogly in the priſoner's contemplation, and had urged him any 1 5 
dee an organization. of rebellion a3 ſhould invite and aſiſt 3 | 
Francis. % (SELLS | * * wy Y 1 1 

er jacks ef 3 . king's enemies, - 
"for what ſo likely to comfort their hopes, to aid their effarts, and 
| prota the evils of war, as the keeping this country i in a ſtate of 
\ ferment, I am not all ſurpriſed, that under fc fo the 
French were vovilling to accode $0. that RE LT a0 
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To effedt his 8 objeds, the priſontr ipplied to the | 
e 6 econ too well known in this kingdom, and de. 
. nowinated United Iriſhmen, and which agency was particularly. 
. aQive io the year 1797. It i is not for me at preſent to inquire | 
|| what ſpecies of government was to have been introduced on the 35 
1 _— that which I ſhew you was to have been over-thrown— 
* much has been written, much has been ſpoken, ind much has 
; eee od, and it has never been out of my ay, 
| 6 | the ſhort but deſcriptive ſentence uttered on this ſubject of what 
* B called government in France, by a diſtinguiſhed political cha- 
racter when participating in the adminiſtration' of the day, and 
172 . war which we are ſtill engaged in. 
* u is that coungry whole ſlate is Bedlam ; whoſe liberty is 
1 death that government whoſe ſceptre, broken into ten thouſand 
2 . pieces, is put into the hands of ten thouſand manizcs, who employ | 
= dhe power they are thus poſſeſſed of to ſcourge themſelves like 
| 8 © Tcorpions.” But we ſhall leave the viſionary and arrogant phi- 
= _ loſopby that ſeduces. to deſtroy, and go at once to "intelligible. 
© © fads applying to the nature of the caſe ; and the ſimple thing, 
= gentlemen of the jury, for you to look to is, whether the malig- 
pant intention and imagination exiſting in the mind of the priſoner, 
© can be ſo manifeſted by the facts adduced in: evidence, as ſhall 
A I 5 N no doubts in the minds of honeſt and conſcientious men of 
che imputability of the crime ; and. thatimputability will be eſta · 
3 liſhed if the overt· acts that ſhall be proyed were done with any 
of the views kid in the indiftment. Gentlemen of the Jury, it 
be” will appea 


=o 


r to you, that in the year 1797, the priſoner was more 
chan commonly Give, if adminiſtering the oath of the United 
Iriſhmen, and in arming and embodying men of this deſeription, 
ſor the promotion of that rebellion which has ſince broken out. 
It will appear that Mr. Reynolds, a witneſs to be produced, has 
met in various ſocieties, unboſoming himſelf as to the means of ac- 
omplitisg his treaſons, and among others the expected arrival 
8 of the French, and the exertions to be made for deſtroying that 
=. city fo the boſom of which he had lived, proſpered, and Was pto- 
"x dag plas of co" — muſt bare mne their 
3 | _ + = dreadful 
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ee conſequences thoſe people Fin a bead ben in 
_ daily habits of friendly and commercial intercourſe ; and alten 
how to throw the ſovereignty of the country into the hands of a 
| deſperate banditti, by whom a giddy and credulous is”; + 
was impoſed on under the idea held forth- that their fituations + 
would be bettered. Even when the conſpirators were few, they 
were not deſponding as to ſucceſs, and. the hiſtory of every reſo- * 
 Jation was commenced with the aſpiring enterpriſe of a few, "but 2 

among that few, in the preſent caſe, the priſoner a ras 
| and you will find him already exulting in ſpeculaton re, os 
. Fuins of that government which he had conſpired to c rerthrow MY 
» and proceeding from day to day with rapid ſtride, until organized | 
rebellion gave hopes of a full completion to his vieyss. 1 5 

The ſame Mr. Reynolds I have already mentioned, un 

vately for him, was brought acquainted with a man, cloſely, cons © 1 
nected with the evils which have overtaken this country 3 with 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald, whoſe name I never mention whine 
- anxiety and grief, and of whom I wiſh to fpeak with as much ten- 4 
derneſs as poſſible. © The eyil that men do lives after them, 1 
do not mean that the good, if any, effected by this unfortunate 
nobleman, ſhould be buried with his bones. Lord Edward's | 
military ſpirit, the habits he acquired in another country, e 
him feel a defire to put his own in a ſtate of anarchy and con- 
fuſion, that he might ride triumphant in tHe” ſtorm: — 
_ His ambition, his enterpriſe, his French counexion, his n * 
courage, and perhaps his perſonal diſappointments, all n 
to make him an active principal in a conſpiracy againſt his Sove- 
reign and his country. He encouraged many perſons ban 1 
" Colonels in the United Army, and in bis 2 * | 
priſoner at the bar was conſpicuouſly : ing, and, as will; 
by his advice Thomas Reynolds did take upon him the aer 
Colonel of a regiment in the county of Kildare, organized Fe 
the expreſs s purpoſes of rebellion and aiding : a French ibo, . 
The rebellion, we all know, by dear experience, has 1 "4 
many of our intimates and our friends have fallen befare it, and; 
ſome of the beſt blood in the country has marked its cruel provi 
1 e of this metropolis that — yor a 5h 0 in 
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1 cial, and over all thoſe an Executive Directory through all of 
[IF which the priſoner, it would appear, bore an active part. 
—_ In February laſt, when the civil campaign to take place the fol- 7 
loving ſummer was in contemplation, the country was greatly 
pond, but, by a providential diſcovery of what, was intended, 
andthe meaſures adopted in conſequence of that diſcovery, the 
* "country was ſaved. It would not become me to praiſe thoſe, by 
"whoſe Vigilance and firmneſs this ſalration was effected they 
1 * © did but their duty—yet that was ſomething when ſuch a general 
Sy  gcrelition of ſocial obligation was prevalent. It was alſoprovi-, © 
wy dential that the capital was the ſcene where the principal conſpi- ; 
tors held their conſultations, as diſcovery was thus rendered 
# NB more eaſy, and the facts became more cognizable to the jury. 55 
I Here follows a ſtatement of facts contained in the ſubſequent 
3 exidence. | 
On the 19th of Februaty a provincial meeting was eld at che 
bouſe of the priſoner, which was adjourned to the 12th of March, 
. to be held at the ſame place, and at this meeting of the.nineteenth 
BY - 2mong other tranſaQions a reſolution was entered into, ſtrongly 
1 © Wuſtrative of the object of this conſpiracy, and that no conceſſion, 
* BE no conciliation, which the Parliament of Ireland could hold forth, 
BS would have ſatisfied that treaſon which had veiled itſelf behind 
the pretexts of Catholic Emancipation, and Parliamentary Re- 
- form. On the very 25 that Lord Moira, with a degree of 
captivating eloquence, for which that nobleman. is diſtinguiſhed, » 
| was arguing with the of Ireland where he had been ſo long 
a ſtranger, and reſpecting which he had obtained very bad intel- 
gence indeed, for I cannot ſuppoſe his lordſhip guilty of delibe- 


rate mis-ſtatement—on that very night, when he was endeayour- 


f ages ſhew that there were no traitors in Ireland ; that the inno- 
cent were accuſed, the accuſers were guilty, conſpirators in the 
ame capital were by a formal reſolation giving the lie to what 
ihis able, eloquent, and popular character was urging | in rl | 


ment Tie A was e in theſe words: 
PEE 6 « Reſale, 


* 
by 


| Ts IP : * oy : 
„ Refolred, That we S to 1 To 
which the parliament of this kingdom may'atlopg. a, = 
public mind from the grand object we have i in view, 2s nothing 
mort of the entire n een of our . =Y 
5 9 „ vere to hn 
'chinations of United Iriſhmen ; in the manufacture and Ser | 
pikes, and in the aid of thoſe friends of the human race, the 
French conſtituted authorities. What this regeneration would - 
be, is, thank God ! matter of ſpeculation, notof fact. When taken 
by Mr. Suan, an highly active, uſeful, and confidential magiſtrate, _ | 
| feveral letters and. papers, wonthy obſeryation, vere ound on 
the priſoner;. and which, although in the hand-writing of hes, i 
ſaffiviently- mark the priſoner's participation in their contentg— = 4 if. 
among theſe wait lene from & perfor abe- nigh Wil 1 
and one from Roger O'Connor: when: confned in Cork aol, 
© - dated 18th-of February, 1798. In. this letter Mr. O'Connor, 
| talks confidently of ſoon ſecing the priſoner in Dublin; . 
| bis fatisſaction at the eſcape of a French priſoner Hebier,, and 
in one part, where his confinement! is the ſubject, exclaimg, 
Will che d of kerne come —There wa alloan- 
- appendix to the conſtitution of the United Iriſhmen, all of which 
will come before you in evidence, I have now gone through + 
the greater part of the..evidencs which will be laid before vou 
and I truſt, without infringing on that decorum, uniformly go- . 
verning thoſe: whor have conducted theſe trials from their eom- 2, 2. 
mencement the talents and the; labours of my learned colleagues 
are great,.and the abligations due to them, by the public are 4 
great alſo, and:liknow that I have the happineſs to act canjointlys. | 
with men whole integrity-apd. honour. would not faffer them to. p 
came forward in wanton proſecutions, and in caſes which did bor. RES 
furniſh ſufficient; grounds to g on. I know 00 well, gentle- 75 4 
mem, bo preticus every, moment of your time is, to. waſte it— © _ | 
, mwHthe, reſult of its. preſent. employment contribute to reſtore, - + 
peace: on earth, and. good will towards all men,” and 1 do molt 
anxioully, wiſh: that at a time when public ſafety is put to the 
wall, and the ſtate i is put on its defence, no portion of prejudiee 
will mingle in the opted of your a9, but. that N 85 3 
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ee een United Irithinn 7 ohne: 5 
u ed, by Mr. Bond, the priſoner at the i in the. be- 
gioning of the year 1797; in emi ef Mr. Richard Dil- 


What was the object of the ſociety of United Iritnen? 
A. To overturn the government and conſtitution of this coun- 
try, and to eſtabliſh a republican form of goverament in its ſtead; 
r eee e no lunches ee 
. kingdom to forward their vie. 

Q Were yon oſten at the Brazen- headꝰ 
K Yeo, Jes the prifoner at the ber and Hagh hilde, 
were boch of them United Iriſhmen. "Lane tile nl hay 


. e United Iriſhmen when Bond and Hugh Wilſon were preſent, 


Bond was treaſurer, and I was ſecretary.” There were primary, 


+ 'baronial, county, and provincial meetings. I was made a Uni- 
ted Iriſnman in Feb. '1797. I was preſent when John M*Cann 
took the oath of ſecrecy ata baronial meeting. I refided in Dub- 


WW 
Do you recolleGbeing t the Four Courts? Moi. 
4. . 

Wie, Lord Edward afked me where he could ſee me in Dub- 

- tin ? 1 told him in Park-ſtrect ; I was at Lord Edward's houſe 

in Kildare-ſtreet, he wanted me to become a delegate, 1 gave 

| Tort Ein fy coin bat fs dey Bond I did not 
| wiſh to become a delegate.” Bond told the that Lord Edward 
had informed him he wiſhed I ſhould become a delegate.” Bond 
lud to me, that every man who wiſheT well to the cauſe ought 

80 fiep forward as delegate, and for we to be a colonel. This 

converſation with Bond laſted while we walked: from his houfe 


in e to mine in þ e 26th of Noren- ; 
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der, 2997» 1 went Hed Kikes, in the corny of: 
before the election came on. Ia January, Kenna and Means 
came to me, in February the election took place: the meeting | 
was at Bond's the 19th of February; Kenna ſaid he knew Lord 
him on the buſineſs, that it would be he- 

ceſſary for mist hold a civil as well as a military ſituation, and 
n or Areafurer=——T ATI 4: 
rer, he replied he was glad of it, and M Cann ſaid he would | 
$7) forward with me as ſecretary: I became treaſurer! on iſt 
Pre was to be colonel. of the army for the burooy of 
Kiltea. The captains of regiments all held ciy civil offices after tb 
election as well as military ſaid a meeting was to be held, on 
the 18th of February at"the Nineteen Mile e and be 
vould meet me on the road. — 
Q. Did you go to that meeting? 
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A. I did, in the capacity ol treaſiirer. 188 member took 82 


An outh of ſecrecy at the Nineteen Mile Hufen Was an 
| Mleion of delegates, to ſerve three months—ſaid' that Cumming / - 
was elected ſecretary—and that Lord Edvard had acquainted - | 
Him be was a marked man, and as treaſurer could not attend the 
meeting; and a new treafurer was chen elected, Mr. Daly of Kilt 
cullen was to be delegate, Mr. Michael Reynolds' "was preſent.” 
Said a meeting was 10 be at Bond's, on the Monday following at 5 
ten o'clock—and told ine to aſk for M' Cann or Iviers of Carlow 
and then I would be adnntted, if I came with che papers fur-. 
niſhed to me had fourteen miles to ride that day, and e 
10 gb thirty ve miles to Dublin, and therefore I. wrote a letter 
to Bond, apologizing for my not being able to attend at hishoule. - 
T ſent the letter by poſt, and ſaid that I would bring up the re · 
turn in two or three days afterwards—T went o ond rp: 
e See * ee 3 fo hel. £ 


Lag kf PT 5-H; 
oy "At Jackſon s Ironmonger, Cheer le ie was the 
| "man tha was ela ow das ago. . 
C What happened on the 18th cheat)! s 2 
AT went to Kiltea, and on the nineteenth 1. out ber Dublin . 
Arcane refuſed 9925 WAY ha when the next meetings to. 
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; be lad, 15] had nor wy returns, eee e * 
them. * 
wär you ar Sir Duks oer Cal Jordan? 
* F was. - 
ö 


A. There was Mr. Cope—Captain 8 5 


- combe, Mr. Maxwell, and Sir Duke Giffard We had 4 con- 
. bverſation on politics, on the affdirs of the times, and about 


oled Inibmen.— On my return to Date inachaiſe vith Me | 


„ r eee fades 
Q. When wes it yon went to Sir Duke Giffard's? | 
A. Arenen Me op, 1 eu 
CONST Lone Tangle, TY 


C Did oy communications take place be you and Me. : 


- pet * 8. 
w ² »A 


ef the facie of United Iriſhmen. I told him I had a friend © 


who ways United Iriſhman, and 1 would endeavour to get him 


ta give all the: information to government, to atone for the 
. crime he had commited by his having joined them Mr. Cope 
lid if he would do that, he-ought to be conſidered as the Savi- 
our of his country. I told him if he did come forward, and give 


2 it would be merely to ſatisfy his own 


I aid 1 would call on Mr. Cope in a day or two, as] 


eee 
Now, Sir, ſtate to the court and jury what paſſed. 


A. Mr. Cope faid ſuch a man ought. to be gratified with a | 
' thouſand or fifteen hundred a year, and à ſeat in parliament,” 1 
told him he miſtook me, my friend only wanted to be reimburſed | 


for his expences, as it would be neceſſary for him to go out of 


: the kingdom for a little time—and to ſtipulate that he was not to 


give evidence againſt any United Iriſhmen and the channel 


whence the information came, was to be kept as ſecret as poſſible. 
Mr. Cope bid me to mention any ſum, and he would agree to it, 


2 ts I faid my friend's expenſes and loſſes, might amount to about fire 
 - hundred guineas, and deſired I might be at liberty to draw on 
op him for that ſum, Mr. Cope agreed to every thing, and I then 2 3 
FM WWW 
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meeting that was to be in Bond's houſe, on that day three weeks 
from the 19th of February, viz. on the 12th of March, and I 
gave him every information from time to time. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Bond? 
A. Yes, intimately—T went to Bond's, . to aſk diam the pre- 
_ ciſe time of the meeting Bond bid me to go to M*Can's, and 
he would give me 2 information applied to M Can, and 
he ſaid he would not give me any information upon the ſubject, 
until 1 had my returns — I went down to the country for my 
returns, and on Saturday following returned to Dublin with them 
—on Saturday I ſaw M' Can at Bond's houſe ; I ſhewed him my 
returns, and he gave them to me again to be broughtiforward on 


the Monday following ; which was the Monday, Bond Was ar- Y | 


| reſted, the 12th March. I ſaw Bond and M*Can on the Satur- 
day -M Can faid to Bond we muſt have a room on Monday— 
ſays Bond, you ſhall have the room you had before, and will you” 
alſo have the little room and then they had ſome pirate con- 
verſation together. M. Can came to me the next morning Sun- 
day, and breakfaſted with me, and faid, I ſee no increaſe 
in your returns ſince your laſt returns—He' then told me the 
meeting was to be at Bond's next day at 10 o'clock; and gave me - 
every information I required, and defired me to attend, and to 5 
afk is M Can or Iviers from Carlow here Il then went en 


ately to Mr. Cope, and informed him of what nes 

Q. Did you go to that meetings? 

A. I did not- ſent an apology to Mr, Bond, alledging that 
my wife was very ill ; that note was ſigned by me, and found 
on Bond when apprehended, and I then deſired Mr. Cope to 


get up from government my letter, as | bad made Mr. Cope” 


promiſe my information ſhould be kept ſecret, and as my name at 5 
the bottom of the letter would implicate me, I did get up the let- is 


ter and burnt it. I had given every information of the hour and 
place of meeting, before the meeting took place at Bond's. On 
the ſame Sunday, at eleven in the afternoon, I called at Leinſter 
Houſe, and ſaw Lord Edward Fitzgerald, I ſhewed him a paper 
from Captain Saurin of the Lawyers Corps, of order to that 
Corps, ſtating, that in caſe of any tumult, to repair to ſmith-field 
and be 1 with Ball Cartridges, and i in a note © To keep 
* eie 


* 
— 


93 | 


*t 18 ) wy 


« their 5 ſecret.” « After 144 Eduard read « paper, | 
6 he ſaid he thought that government intended to arg him, and that 
&« he would go off to France, to haſten an invaſian of this country. 
** and to ſend frigates, as be had intergſ with one of the French mi- 
Ow; bert. Said he did not approve of a general invaſion at firſts. 
and remarked that if any accident happened to overturn it, it would 


66 os deftroy the bufineſe, both here and in France.” 


Did he aſſign any reaſon for ſaying {7 -. 
. He ſaid he intended to go to France, and return in | frigates 


4 ſome officers to ſome port in Ircland—he thought Wexford an 


unprotecbed place, and would anſwer for a rallying point againſt the = 
country—and if it evas committed to im, he auould engage it would 


anſwer. After this converſation, Lord Edward walked up and 


down the room, and turning round to me ſaid— Is is impoſſible, 
government cannot be informed—no, it is impoſſible : 


government 


can never be able to find out where the e 15 


I faid it was impoſſible. 
Q. Did you ſee Lord Edward after the arreſt of Bond ? 
A. I did twice I ſaw Lord Edward at the houſe of Dodor 
Kennedy, No. 23, in Angier-ſtreet—Mr. M. Cann anA pothecary 
in Grafton · ſtreet ſaid to me that Lord Edward Fitzgerald wanted 
to ſee me- went to him about eight at night there were two or 
three gentlemen there drinking punch Lord Edward then deſir- 


ed me to come to him on the 8 night, a as he bad ſomething 


particular to tell me. 0 
Q Did you go to him the next evening? 5 


A. I did. He gave me a paper as an addreſz to the County 
of Kildare, to th United Iriſhmen of that county. He ſaid he 


bad ſome money i his hands, as treaſurer for the Barony of 


Ophaley, which he would pay over to me, as I was treaſurer for 
the County of Kildare in the room of Lord Edward;—after this 


Lord Edward went out with a young N while 0 re- 


mained in the parlour. 
Q. What did you do with the paper Lord Edward gave you ? 
A. I brought it down with me on the Sunday following, and 
I read it at the county Meeting of Kildare on the Tueſday. fol- 
lowing, and it was read at Athy—at the deſire of one perſon a1 at 
that meeting it was burns i | 
Q. Will 
+5 2 


{ 19) 


 Q. Will you ſtate the purport of that paper? 5 5-4 
A. i was, not'to think any thing of what n 
5 Jill up the vacancies by the arrift of Bond, Cc. as ſoon as poſſible 5 
x for-very ſoon they would be called upon 5 they might rely upon his 
= eee, re thy. eee e . 
thing of eohit ee, 
| Q. Now, Mr. Reynolds, 44 you ne things of pace 
A. Yes, I went to Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and l ſaw Lady 
Fitzgerald, and ſhe handed to me 1 3l. and told me Lord 
Edward eee ear 6 Defoe the hene e 
be tried at Naas. 
Q. Vou have already teceived 500 lad; 
A. Ves, and my loſſes amount to at leaſt 630l. 
Q. It never was your intention to o give W in MER court. 


1 
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A. No. 5 12 
Q. How came you to e ornionee contrary 10 your inclins 
tion ? 


A. I went to the country _ a gentleman came to me ie and 
ſaid, 1 was charged with being the man h gave the information, 
and he ſaid if he heard any thing more he would let me know. 
On the 16th of April, a delegate who attended from the baro- 
nial committee, came to me and told me my practicer bad been 
known, and he heard that a delegate from the Carbery committee 
has ſaid that Michael Reynolds had brought down a charge againſt 
me for the information which they ſaid I had given about the meeting 
in Oliver Bond's houſe. He told me that Michael Reynolds had 

brought down that charge againſt me. He told me this. charge 
Vas intended to be inveſtigated, and they would inſtantly take 
| vengeance upon me for it. He ſaid ſome of the gentlemen of the - 
county would not believe ſuch a thing of me, and they had ſent 
for him to come to me to aſk me about it. He faid the firſt meet - 
ing after the Curragh races, was to be at Bell's houſe in Kildare ;- 
to that meeting 1 was ſummoned to attend. 1 was preparing to 
leave the country. I did give the moſt ſoſemn affurances I did 


a not give any information. I went down to my houſe, 1 had af- 
Fur r A party of the 
e Lerk 


C2 


6 
Cork Militia came to my houſe, and put me under an arreft that 
I ſhould not go out of the county. The party ſtaid-in my houſe 
eight or nine days. My wine, &c. was drank, and every thivg 
broken to pieces by the ſoldiers. I afterwards wrote to the county 
meeting, and ſame morning ſer out to come to Dublin from Kil” 
dare, an accident happened the driver. I met Mr. Wheele 
Benaing of Naas, and Mr. Taylor, attorney, and they adviſed 
me not to go to Dublin; neither of theſe gentlemen knew of 
my being a United Iriſhman—they are both gentlemen of cha- 
racter .- they had a reſpe& for me—we were great friends; we 
went back to M Donald who keeps an inn—they were afraid. I 
ſhould meet with the rebels. I knew it was the loyal gentlemen 
I was afraid of; we remained that night at Naas; the next morn- 
ing I rode home to my houſe, I was there arreſted by the Slane 
cavalry, as information was lodged againſt me on Saturday. I 
was brought up to Dublin, on my arrival in town, I was cenſured 
by both parties by one for being a United Iriſhmen, and by the 
other for having given information againſt them, As my character 
was attacked by both parties, I was reſolved to lay my whole con- 
duct betore the court, and my country at large. 


_ Croſs examined by Mr. Curran. 


, Q. Did yoo ack take an oath to the United Iriſhmen ? 
A. I did. 
Q. Did you not take . allegiance to the king? 
A. I did. 
Q. Do you not believe you broke both theſe oaths ? 
A. I have done fo. 
Q. What was the nature of the oath vou Ea on becoming. a a 
member of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen ? 
A. It was the teſt oath put to the book of the ſociety of 
United Iriſhmen, I do not recolle& the words of it; it was an 
obligation to keep ſecret what ſhould paſs at the ſociety of United 
Iriſhmen, in reſpe& to obtaining a reform in parliament, 1 a 
catholic emancipation. as, well as I can recollet, 
Was that the object of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen ? 
A. {heed that at firſt there was no idea of any thing, ſave a 
plan 
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1 en | 
= for a eiten nin, boar. pos hundreds 2 


= They 5 no 8 5 any ching b but « : religious unaninity 


and a parliamentary reform? 5 0 
A, I do believe it, atfirſt.. Va 
2 Pray, Mr. * at what time did you get the «odd 

guineas ? : 

A. Some time ago. | | 
Q. Did you get any of it before the ad up of al 

at. the meeting at Oliver Bond's, on the 12th of March? 

A. Yes, I drew for 300 guineas on Mr. Cope. That was 

about four or five days before the meeting on the 12th of March. 

I had the other 200 guineas a conſiderable time after the meeting 

at Bond's. It was my determination to quit the kingdom as ſoon 


as Bond was arreſted, and I waited to diſcharge ſome _ Bey | 


which I owed here. 
Q. You ſaid you expected to be reimburſed your expences - 
A. Yes, the expences I ſhould be at in quitting the kingdom. 
Q. You heard that the perſons who met at Bond's were taken 
up? 

A. I heard it on 1 the 12th of March about tele <t 
NOON. | ; 

Q. Do you recollect at what time you heard of the meeting | 
to be at Bond's on the 12th of March?  _. 

A. It was the latter end of February. 1 

Q. Get as near the time as you can. 

A. It was between the time of my return to Dublin on the 
19th of February and the ENF day of March. —1 cannot tell the 
| preciſe period. . „ 
Q. You were a captain and a delegate ? | 
A. I went down and attended the county meeting after Bond 
Was arreſted, that I might not be ſuſpeQed. 3 
2. You might go to the congreſs as a colonel? 

A. Yes, but not to do any miſchief. | 

Q. Did you afterwards endeayour to ron on any — to 
3 a United Iriſhman ? 3 | 
A. I did not. I ſincerely wiſh the whole cauſe. 1 was s put an 
| end to. I am ſure I did not wiſh to come forward to proſecute. - 


Ls 
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Q. Will you fweer you did not endeavour to make Ved 
Iriſnmen after the arreſt at Bond's on the 12th of March? 
A. I did not by virtue of my oath—if I did do any ſuch a 
thing, I do not recolle&—let any perſon come and ſwear it. 
..Q. If aperfon . 

A. I do not recollect 1 did. * 

2 When did your mother-in-law die? ES 

A. Laſt May was twelve months, the died on Sunday. 

- Q Did you adminiſter to her any potion ? b F 
3 pave my uivtticeio-faw'no potiot! of taedieine; the fr 
vunt adminiſtered it to her. 

"Q. Were you not charged with giving her bee? 

A. ee ee eee e 
| Wiheringion fid fo —_ ata 

* Q. You did . 

A. No. 

E The beſt of men may” err? 

8 

Q. Did you hear any thing about a piuted fl preprd v 

wrap her corpſe up in a ſhort time after ſhe died ? | 
A. She was kept ſome days, ſhe was a very large corpſe, and 
there was a \ picked; ſheet geen the 4th e * 
in. | 
Q. W know rs. c 
A. Yes. 
Q. She tent you 751 
A. She did, and I gave her my bond for Fol. Gre 

for 251. and the lent 100l. to my mother. On Mrs. Cahil be. 
ing ill, Mrs. Reynolds went to fee Mrs. Cahil, and Mrs. Cahil 
gave up the bond to Mrs. Reynolds, ſaying it belonged to me— 
2 T had paid the amount of it; I burnt it. I do recolle ſome 
time ago, ſhe gave me a bond to caſt up the intereſt due, and by 
miſtake I gave her a bond not perfected it was merely a miſtake. 


. / The notes have all been paid but one note of 10l. and Mrs. Ca- 


bil had left that with Mrs. Molloy, and Mrs. Molloy was ſent ' 
the 10]. but ſhe refuſed to ſee the perſon I fent with the money. 
A ANY 12 1 was e when vey: Cahil gave wp the bond 

to 
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6% 
10 Mrs. Reynolds. Mrs. Bond wept to Mes. Cahil to prevail | 


* upon her to give her up the bond in order to prejudice me, and 


Mrs. Bond made uſe of the expreſſion, ſhe would drag her to 
| guob.5 the <4; woe gies Men. Bog, the uſe. of 2h ag 


the bond in queſtion. | 


Q. Had you not + diſpute with Mr Cape about er 
account of 1000l. 
A. I had. My 1 n, 
my Lecurity to Mr. Cope, after my father died, for 1000l, and 
| there uns a balance of account againſt, me of 1 100l. Igeve up 
the lands and 10001. to withdraw my own ſecurity, and the 
matter in diſpute was ſettled with Mr. g ne . 

. of Mr. Valentine O Connor. 
T 
coupty Kildare army ? 
A. 146 * x 
Q. eee ä 
A. 144-1 took an cath when made a Unized Ke 


0 took an oath when made colonel— took the oath of allegiance, 


and I have taken an oath. each time I have been examined here 
as a witneſs ; I did not take the oath of a yeoman, and I conſi - 
der the oath I haye taken in this court will abſolve me from the 
mn | 1 


Bellingham Swan, Eſq: 3 122M 
Examined by Mr. Atorny G | 


"0 Are you 5 Jultice of peace? 
A. Im. 3 | | 5 
| Q. Do you recolle& going on any parka buncs whe 
houſe of Oliver Bond, in Bridge-ftreet ? 5 
A. Ves, on Monday the 12th of March laſt, 1 
formation that there was to be a meeting there of United Iriſn - 
men, for the purpoſe of overturning the conſtitution. I took - 
with me fifteen ſerjeants, of different regiments, dreſſed in co- | 
loured clothes. I did go to Bond's houſe—T found in the ſhop p 
or  ware-houſe the 22 word was, where is M*Cann, or Mr. "7 
| LI IR Fx nes X04 
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„ | 
Trers of Carlow. I took Bond in the ſhop; I told him I had a 
Warrant againſt him for high treaſon. 1 immediately darted up 
into the room, eee | 
room-after me. . 
I | 

A. In the back parlour of the houſe. The information 1 ha 
received before pointed out the room. I found ſeveral perſons in 
the room; there was one man ſitting at the table with pen, ink, 
and paper before him. We ſeized all the'papers on the table, 
in the poſſeſſion of any of them, and papers found in the fire- 
place. This witneſs proved the papers from No. 1 to 14, to 
have been found in the manner above recited, and a paper on 
Mr. Bond, being a letter from Thomas Reynolds to him, to 
apologiſe for his not attending the meeting, on the 12thof March, 
and a paper mentioning the names of the perſons in the room, 
and the places they came from, viz. Laurence Kelly, from the 
Queen's county, George Cummings, from Kildare, John 
M*Cann, Church-ſtreet, Dublin, &c. all the perſons in the 
room, about fourteen in number,were apprehen ded and examined 
un the Calile, and committed to priſon. | 


Croſs examined by George Puſeby, 27 = 5 


Q. In what part of the 1550 did you arreſt Mr. Bond ? 

A. In the ſhop or ware - houſe, adjoining the counting · houſe. 
Two ladies and ſome men were in the ſhop. I told him I had a 

warrant againſt him for high treaſon, I told him he was the 


* F.. and to every perſon in the hodſe 1 beliery 1 Gia 


"ant he make any reſiſtance ? e 
Tr Mr. 
Swan ſaid, that on going into the room, he apprehended the per- 
| ſons found therein, as M. Cann and others, depoſed to the papers 
found at that meeting; the ſubſtance of theſe papers, and copies 
-of others were ftated in the report "publiſhed of M* Cann, . 
Sheares s, and Byrres's trials. * The aſs of theſe written 
: l proving 

* The reader ts referred to the report'of the trial of Henry and John 
Sheares, John M Cann, and W. M. Byrne, ptinted for Jo hn Milliken 
book ſeller, in Grafton · ſtreet. | 


ca 


nn b e in evidence on Mr. Bond's trial was bo 5 
corroborate parol evidence aduced to prove the traitorous object of 
the meeting that was held at Bond's houſe. A letter from Hugh | 


Wilſon, dated from Cork, and found on Bond's perſon, - was 


read in court; one from Mr. Roger O*Connor, not appearing 
to the court to be applicable to the trial of Bond, it was not gi- 


ven in evidence; but Mr. Attorney General with great humanity 


aid, if there was any thing in Mr. O*Connor's letter that would 
operate in the defence of the priſoner at the bar, he was at liberty 


to avail himſelf of it ; but Mr. Bond did enn 

courſe of his trial. ... | 
- WM what hour did you 46 the: Bond's hooks. 
A. W; at the hour of 11 clock in the forenoon. . 


Sy 


. e- uuns Deen, form. r "ER 


| Said he was a ſergeant major in the be er Bey oe He 


corroborated the evidence of Bellingham Swan, Eſq. as to the 


arreft of Oliver Bond, in the ware-houſe of Boys houſe. 


e Froncis Strober, dom. 3 


E 


He . the ink vin: of Hugh Wilſon, to 2 letter 


written by dad Wilſon, and found in th poſſeſſion of Mr. Bond. 


Walkin: ue 2 % ſworn. { T7 


Proved the hand -witaing of Roger O'Connor, Eſq. 4 


85 as above mentioned—dated the 18th of e 1 
Arthur Guinneſs, 0 be. . 3 . 
& the hand writing of M*Cann to. A 1 produced * 


eridence—It was read at M Cann s trial nde bis trial. Tr PE 


ESE 


Wm Tope, 22 Fora, 
This 3 corroborated the evidence of Mr. Reynolds; 


as to their going to Caſtle Jordan together, and the converſation . * 


Wee of © 
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they had between them; es hs et re 
| Vaited Iriſhmen ; and that Reynolds ſaid his friend would come 

forward and give information; ſaid that Reynolds had given in- 
formation bf the meeting at Bond's,” on Monday: he 12th of 
March, ſome days before the meeting took place. 

The eines evidenzs produced and read: on MC i 
was again read on this trial, as alſo u letter from Hugh Wilſon, 
It Rated, that he the ſaid Hugh Wilſon had been up ever 
fince he came from Dublin to Cork, and w et had he 
known the ſituation of the place bad ere eee 
cloſeted ſince his arrival for any emolument he could receire.— 
Said he muſt ſubmit to encounter ſuch diſtreſſes before 2 change 
in the government took plate. Said if the people would reft 
quiet for ſome time, the progreſs that ſcience i is making would 
aſtoniſh the world; and ſpeaking of the Dublin militia, he ſaid 
they were aſſaſſins, and ſhould have mixed in battle among the 
highlanders—and that many preachers of the new lights were 
pd I—4 e e 68 Ty GER dec. Kc 


Cale cloſed on the part of the proſecution. 


Pon P. Curran, E/q.=The evidence on the part of the pto- 
ſecution againſt Mr. Oliver Bond being cloſed, ' Mr. Curran, 
counſel for the priſoner; proceeded to ſtate his cafe to the court 
and the jury, in one of the moſt impreſſive, learned and pathe- 
de arguments we ever remember to have beard pronounced in any 


r 
FE vi. Plajer Curran, Eft" 


| My "Jos eee ef the Fory | 
5 1 am coonſe] for the priſoner ar the bar—it is my daty to lay 
dis caſe before you. It is a duty, that at any time would be a 
| Jainful one to me, but at preſent peculiarly ſo ; having, in the 
- - courſe of this log trial, experienced great fatigue both of mind 
and of body, a fatigue I have felt ia common with the learned 
Judges who preſide on the bench, and with my brethien-of the 
bar; I feel as an advocate for my olient the duty of the auff ob- 
ligation that has devolyed upon me. —I do not mean, gentlemen 


cn) 


ks 8 wi 
in the habit of conſidering my perſonal ill tate of health, or the 
anxiety of my mind, in diſcharging my duty to clients in fuch 
awful ſituations, as in the preſent momentous criſis ; have not ja 
deen in the habit, gentlemen of the jury, to expatiate to you on 
perſonal il] health; in addreſſing myſelf to jurors on any com- 


won ſubject, I have not been in the habit of addreſfiang myſelf to 


_ the interpoſition of the courts or to the good natured conſidera- 
tion of the jury, on behalf of my client. I have mentioned 
indeed my on enfeebled worn out body, and my worn out ſtate | 
of mind, not out of any paltry reſpect to myſelf, nor to draw 
your attention to myſelf, but to induce you to reflect upon this? 
that in the weakneſs of the advocate, the caſe of my client, te 
priſoner at the bar, is not implicated ; for his caſe is ſo ſtrong, 
in ſupport of his innocence, that it is not to be weakened, N the 
imbecility, or the fatigue of his advocate. 


Gentlemen of the jury, I lament that this caſe hay! id 
brought forward in a ſimple, and in the uſual way, without any 
extraneous matter being introduced into it, as I think in juſtice, 
and as I think in humanity, it ought to have been. I lament that 
any little artifices ſhould be employed upon ſo great and ſolemn a | 5 
couaſe as this is, more eſpecially in deſperate times, than upon 
more ordinary occaſions, and ſome allegations of criminality | 
have been introduced, as to perſons and things, that ought not in 
my opinion to have been adverted to, in a caſe like this. What, 
for inſtance, has this caſe to do with the motion made by Lord 


Moira in the Houſe of Lords in Ireland, in February laſt, or the | 


accidental converſations with Lord Edward Fitzgerald? If you 


| have a feeling for virtue, I truſt that Lord Moira will be revered 


as a character that adds a dignity to the peerage. What made 
that noble character forego his great fortune, to quit his exten- 
ſiye demeſues, and the tranquility of the philoſophic mind, but 
1n the great and glorious endeayour to do ſervice to his country ; 


I muſt repeat he is an honour to the Iriſh peerage. Let me aſk, 
why was the name of Lord Moira, (or Lord Wycombe who hap- 


. pened to dine at Sir Duke Giffard's) introduced into this trial? 


what has that motion which Lord Moira introduced in the Houſe 2 
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FL t6/do im de trial of Mr. Oliver Bond on a charge 
of high treaſon? Gentlemen of the jury, you have been addreſſed 
as agaioſt à perſon, by whom a fire has been ſuppoſed do have 
been kindled, and this too at the period of its being extinguiſhed. 
(Some ignorant perſons i in the crowded gallery having created 
N ſome noiſe in the court, prevented the learned advocate a few 
minutes from proceeding The court ſaid they would puniſh any, _ 
perſon who dared to interrupt the counſel,for. the priſoner, and 
ſaid they hoped Mr. Curran would be able to proceed in ſtating 
the priſoner's caſe.) Mr. Curran in continuation— I have very 


little hope to be able to diſcharge my duty, but I impute the inter- 
ruption to mere accident; I cannot ſuppoſe it was levelled againſt 


me, but I am afraid it was excited by prejudice.—The court re- 


marked, they would maiotain the peate and decorum of the 
court, and they would guard the priſoner from any prejudice. 
Mr. Curran, you will ſtate the facts of the priſoner's caſe to the 
jury, and ſhall not be interrupted)—Mr. Curran, in continuation. 
. Gentlemerr of the jury, I was cautioning you againſt being pre- 
Judiced againſt my unfortunate client; I fear there is much rea- 
fon why I ſhould caution you againſt the influence of any 
prejudice, againſt the priſoner at the bar. You are to decide on 
your verdict, by the evidence given and the evidence that 
on the part of the priſoner will be laid before you, and you will 
| fee the evidence does not ſupport the proſecution. You will ba- 
niſti any prejudices, and let your verdict be the reſult of cool and 
deliberate inveſtigation ; and not given in the heat of the ſeaſon 
when men's minds may be heated by the circumſtances of the 
times. I ſhall lay before you the caſe of my client, to contro- 
vert the evidence given on the part of the proſecution, and ſhall. 
offer to your conſideration ſome obſervations in point of law, 
under the judicial controul of the court as to matter of law. I 
will trip my client's cafe from the extraneous matter that has been 
| attempted to be faftened on it. I feel, gentlemen, the more 
warm, when I ſpeak to you in favour of my client's innocency, 
and to bring his innocency home to your judgments. I know 
the honeſty and. rectitude of your characters, and I know my 
client has nothing to fear from your underftanding. It is my - 


vary to ſtate to you, we have evidence to prove to you, that the 
_ vitneſs 
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winch on the part of the proſecution is ae of credit, 
and it is my duty to apprize you, that it is your duty to ex- 
amine into the moral character of the witneſs, that has been pro- 
duced ;and it is of the utmoſt concern you ſhould do this, as your 
verdict is to decide on the life or death, the fame or diſhonour of 
the priſoner at the bar. With reſpect to proſecutions brought 
forward by the ſtate, I have ever been of opinion, the deciſion 
is to be by the jury, and as to any matter of law the jury do de- 
rive information from the court, for jurors have by the conſtita- 
tion a fixed and permanent power to decide on matter of fact, 
and the letter of the law the ſovereign leaves to be expounded by 
che mouth of the king's judges. Some cenſure upon ſome former 
occaſions hath fallen on former judges, from a breach of this 
_ doctrine. Upon a former occaſion I differed in my opinion 
from the learned judge who then preſided, as to-what I conceiv- | 
ed to be the law, as to what is to be conſtrued in the law of 
high treaſon, as to compaſſing or imagining the death of the 
king; I am not aſhamed of the opinion in a point of law J en- 
tertained, I never ſhall be aſhamed of it. I am extremely ſorry 
I ſhould differ from the bench i in opinion, on a point of law, but 


judges have had different opinions upon the ſame ſubject; where 


an overt · act is laid of compaſſing and imagining the death of the 
king, it does not mean in conſtruction of law, the natural diſſo- 
lution of the king, but where there was not the fact acted upon, 


daut confined merely to the intention a man had ; the proof of ſuch 3 


intention, muſt according to Lord Coke, and Sir M. Foſter be 
proved by two witneſſes in England ; the ſtatute of Edward the 
III. provides againſt the event of the death of the king by any 
perſon levying war, whereby his life might become endangered 
The proof of ſuch overt-a&t muſt in England be ſubſtantiated by 
two-witneſſes, how it comes not to be ſo ſettled and required in 
Ireland, is not accounted for. Before the ſtatute of Edward III. 
the law relative to high treaſon was undefined, which tended to 
oppreſs and harraſs the people, for by the common law of Evg- 
land, it was formerly a matter of doubt, whether it was neceſſary - 
to have two witneſſes to prove an overt- act of high treaſon. Lord 
Coke ſays, that in England there muſt be two witneſſes to prove 


} 


Lage 


aa it ſeems be afterwards r 
but in the reign of Wm. III. a ſtatute paſſed, and by that ſtatute 
it appears there muſt be two witneſſes, but when that ſtatute 

came to be enacted here, the clauſe relative to there being tu 
<vitneſſer to an overt-a& of high treaſon, is not made the law in 
Ireland, but why it was not required in Ireland is not explained. 
By che Engliſh act of Wm. III. in England, the overt · act muſt 
be proved by two witneſſes in England, but it does not ſay in 
Jreland: but as the common law of England and the eommon = 
law of Ireland is the ſame, the conſciences of an Iriſh jury ought 
10 be fully. ſatisfied, by the :gfimony of two evitneſes to an overt- 
act z but, on this point, however, ſome of the Iriſh Judges are 
of opinion, that % witneſſes are not in Ireland required to ſub- 


.  Kantiate an overt · act, therefore their opinion muſt be acquieſced 


in. Let me ſuppoſe that Confucius, Plato, Solon or Tully, or 
any other great philoſopher, -was of opinion, on any particular 
point, as ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that on the ſtatute of Wm. III. 
In order to have a juſt and equal trial there muſt be two witneſſes 
to prove an overt· act; Blackſtone and Monteſquieu are of opinion, 
we ſhould have the equal protection to our liberties, why 
| ahen ſhould not a jury in Ireland require the fame evidence, 5. e. 
to witoeſſes here, as well as in England? The learned counſel 
. referred to ſtat. of Edward III.—act of King Wm. III. on high 
treaſon, Blackſtone's Commentaries, Monteſquieu's. Spirit of 
Laus, Coke on Littletan, and Sir Michael For Pleas of 
he Crown. | 
| VV 
of view the defence of the priſoner at the bar, and ſee what has 
been the nature of the evidence adduced The priſoner at the 
bar is accuſed—of compaſſing or imagiving the death of the king, 
and of adhering to the king's enemies—the evidence againſt him 
is pare] and written evidence. Now, gentlemen of the jury, I 
will venture to obſerve to you, that as to the written evidence, 
if ſuffered to go before you by the court, it is only as evidence at 
large; but as to the credibility of it, that is for you to decide 
upon — Mr. Reynolds, in his parol teſtimony, has ſworn, that he 
was made an United Triſhman by the priſoner at the bar Mr. 
Reynolds lays, he was ſworn to _ he coulidered to be the 
objefts, - 
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5 of that fockety—he Hated them to jou 3 ti eiter | 
true or falſe is for you to determine, by the credit you may give 
© eo his teſtimony, This is the third time Mr, Reynolds his ap- 
peared in a court of juſtice, to proſecute the priſoners. He ſays | 
| the ohje#s of the United Irifhnen, are to overturn the preſent go- 

vernment, and to eſtabliſh a republican form of goyeriment in is 
ſtead, and to comfort and abett rhe French, on their invading 
this kingdom, ſhould ſuch ah event take place—you have heard 


bis teſtimony, let me'aſk,” do you think him incapable of being a 
villain ? do you think him to be a villain ? you obſerved with 


what kind of pride he gave his teſtimony do you believe his evi 


dence, by the ſolemn oath that you have taken? or do you believe 
it was a blaſted perjury : ? can you give credit to any man of a 
blaſted character ?—It has been the misfortune of many former 

Jurors, to have given their verdict founded upon the evidence of 
2 perjured witneſs, and on their death bed they repented of their 


credulity, in convicting a man upon falſe teſtimony ; the hiſtory 


of former ages is replete with ſuch conduct; as may be ſeen in 
the ſtate tfials, in the cafe of Lord Kimbolton and Titus Oates 
E the then jurors ' convicted that nobleman, but ſome time after 
his death, thej Jurors diſcovered they had given implicit credit to a 
witneſs unworthy of it; and the lawyers of thoſe times, might 
have ſaid # I thank God they have done the deed.” Dots not 
| the hiſtory of human infirmity give many inſtances of this kind ? 
Gentlemen, let me bring y6u more immediately to the caſe before 
you; bad we no evidence againſt Reynolds, but his own ſolitary 
evidence; from the whole of his evidence, you cannot eſtabliſh 
the goilt of the priſoner at the bar, take the whole of his evi- 
| dence into your conſideration; it may appear he is unworthy of 
ctedit. He told you he got information from M. Cann on the 
| Sunday Morning, that the meeting was to be on Monday Mor- 
ning at 10 o'clock—Reynolds goes immediately to Mr. Cope, 
and gives him that information—on Sunday afterndob he goes 
to Lord Edward Fitzgerald, and ſhews him the orders iſſued by 
Captain Saurin to the Lawyers Corps: then, ſaid Lord Edward, - 
I fear government intend to arreft me, I will go to France, and - 
haſten them to (invade this country government has no infor- 
| knien bf the * of the ps OR at Bond's 3 no, 
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be could not attend the meeting, as his wife was ill, Reynolds 


did not got to the meeting, —Bond. was arreſted on the Monday: 


morning-;- on Monday evening at eight at night Reynolds goes 
to Lord Edward in Angier-ſtreet, met him, and goes again to 
bim the next night, and Lord Edward conyerſed with Reynolds 


about his (Lord Edward,) going to France. Reynolds then 


went to Kildare, he gave the moſt ſolemn aſſurance to the dele- 
gates at a meeting there, that he never gave information of the 
meeting at Bond's —now ſee how many -oaths Reynolds has 


taken; he admits he took two of the oaths of the obligations, to 
the ſociety of United Iriſhmen. He told you Lord Edward ad- 
viſed, him to accept of being a Colonel of Kildare United 
Iriſumen's army, and yet he ſays, he afterwards went to Bond's, - 


and Bond adviſed Reynolds to be a Colonel. It appeared. in 
evidence that Reynolds was treaſurer ; he took two more oaths, 


one as colonel, and one as treaſurer, and he took the oath of 
allegiance alſo, and he took oath to the truth of his teſtimony, 


at the two former trials and at this; on which do you give him 


credit? Gentlemen in order to narrow the queſtion, under your 


conſderation, as to what Reynolds aid, relative to Lord Ed- 
ward's converſation, is totally out of this caſe ; it can have no 
weight at all, on the trial of Mr. Bond for high treaſon, in the 
Gnding of your ve rdict.— How, or io what manner, is the pri- 


ſoger at the bar to be affected by it; I ſubmit to your Lordſhip 
that the declarations of Lord Edward to Reynolds, when Bond 


was not preſent, is not attachable to the ptiſoner. Mr. Rey. 


nolds has given you a long account of a converſation, he had 


with Mr. Cope, relative to the proceedings of the ſociety of 


United Iriſhmen, and Mr. Cope faid, if ſuch a man could be 
found as deſcribed by Reynold's, who would come forward and 
give information, he would deſerve the epithet of Saviour of bis 


country thus by Reynolds's evidence, it would ſeem that Mr. | 
Cope was the little poney of repentance to drive away the gi- 


gantic crimes of the Colofſus Reynolds —but remember, ſaid Mr. 
Reynolds, though I give information I won't ſacrifice my mora- 


lity ; I won't come forward, to proſecute any United Iriſhman. - 


No no ; like a baſbful girl higglipg about the price of ber vit 
| | ginity, 
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50 —— ſays Reynolds, to. prefores. n 
racter I will give the communications 3 but do not think 1 will 
deſcend to be aa inſormer—I will acquaint you of every thiug 

- againſt the Ugited Iriſhmen, but I muſt preſerve my credit 
tell you the diign of the United Iriſhmen, is to overtura the 
conſtitution g I will lead you to the threſhold of diſcovery-but 1 
von t name any price for reward—pray don't mention it at all 


Cys Mr. Cope, a man would deſerve a thouſand or fifteen hun- 


dreda year and a ſeat in parliament, or any thing if he could give: 
the information you mention L No ſuch thing is required, no ſuch: 
ching. ſays Reynolds-—you miſtake me; I will have nothing in 
the world, but merely a compenſation - for loſſes do you think - 
1 weuld take a bribe ? I aſſt only of you, to give me leaye to das 


a little bit of a note on you, for ſire hundred guineas 3 on b 


way of indemnity, that is all, merely for indemnity of loſſes I 
have ſuſtained or am liable to ſuſtain ; gentlemen of the jury, don't 
you ſee the vaſt diſtiaQion, between a bribe and à gratification ? 
what ſays father Foigard ? conſider my conſcience, do you think 
I would take a bribe ? it would grieve my conſcience if L 
| to take a hnbe—to be a member of parliament and declare for 
| the ayes or the noes—1I will accept of no bribe, I will only 
uke a little iodemnity for claret that may be ſpilt z for a little | 
furniture that may be deſtroyed, for a little wear and tare, for 
Boots and for Shots, fur plate deſtroyed z for defraying the en · 
 pences of ſome pleaſurable. jaunts, when out of this country; 
if I become a public informer agaioſt the United Iriſhmen, add | 
ſhould continue here for ſome time, I may chance at ſame time 3 
do be killed by ſome of them for I have ſworn to be true tos 
them, and I alſo took. the oath, of allegiance to be true to my 


ſovereigu, I have taken all ſorts of oaths ; if I frequent the com- 


| pany of thoſe who are loyal to the king, they will deſpiſe the 

man who broke his oath of allegiance, and between the loyaliſt 
and the United Iriſhmen, I-may chance to be killed—As I am 
in the habit of living in the world, ſays Mr. Reynolds to Mr. 


. Cope, you will giye me leave to draw a bit of paper on you, only F: 5 5 
for three hundred guineas at preſent ; it will operate like a bank 
. Gage to a fore leg, though it won't cure the ſore or the rottenaeſ : 


L che bone, it mu hide it from tho public viep.—1 will, ſays. 


* 
{ 
* , | 
4 * 4 
7 > 
; N 
; of 
4 
be 
1 

% * 1 
< 


1 1 
— 


4 F os 
Mr. Reynolds, newly be baptiſed fora draft of ek 3 gui- 


neas, and become a public informer and for a further bit of paper 


only, for another two hundred guineas, yet I truſt you will excuſe 
me, I vill not poſitively take any more. He might, I imagine, be 


compared to a baſhful girl, and ſay what ſhall the brutal arms 


of man, attack a country ' maid, and ſhe not ſtipulate for full 
wages when her gown ſhortens, and her apron burſts aſunder : 
and the ſinks to the view of public proſtitution; perhaps he prac- 
tiſed upon her virtue, when ſhe thought he was gaining the af- 
fections of that innocent dupe in private. Do you think that 
Reynolds would touch a bribe, and become an informer, no, 


no, he {aid he would be no informer but did he not conſent to 


do a little buſineſs in private— and did he not get money for it? 
Perhaps he ſaid, I thought to be no villain—I would not have the 
world think me a villain, yet as I can confide in myſelf, - why 


ſhould I mind what the world ſays of me, though it ſhould, call 


me villain ? but is it not a real fact Even though I ſhould be- 
come the talk of all the porter houſes, though I ſhould become 
the talk at all the tea tables, yet perjury is not brought home to 
me. No, no human ee has knowledge of what is rankling 
within ? Has it not been ſaid, I was an honeſt man, to come 
upon the public board as a public informer? they did call me an 
honeſt man, and a worthy, a reſpectable informer, and thus my 
character is at bay.—The world indeed heard of the progreſs of 


theſe crimes, and that I was unfortunately an United Iriſhman, 
Ale told you there was a provincial meeting of delegates, but 


he has not ventured to tell you where the prozincial committee 


met;—he has fimply ſaid there was a provincial committee It 


was a queſtion of great concern, I have doubts about it, —lt is 


not ſtated to me what theſe important conſultations were about. 


From M*Cann he heard that a Barenial meeting was to be at 


Bond's on the 12th of March, and that there was material bufineſs 
to tranſa#, and deſired Reynolds to attend that is all that 


Reynolds heard from M*Cann, and M' Cann is now no more, and 


this part of the caſe is in doubt and obſcurity.— For my part I 


am not ſatisfied, that any thing criminal did paſs at the meeting 


—_— n they do not tay ans only do ſuppoſe 


* 6 | . 


at. Bond's on the 12th of March No man can ſay ſo—on the 
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an was—Was the jury + to. Judge of der own preſent view, I | 
do not think they would come juſtly, with their verdi& of con- 


demnation.— The queſtion i is not, whether there was any meet- 


ing at Bond's, but what was the object of that meeting? Bond 
was in the ware · houſe in the cuſtody of the guard, afterwards he 
came up to the room with Mr. Swan. At Bond's there was a 
meeting of the United Iriſhmen, and though Bond was not taken 


in that room, yet Bond's charge is mixed with the guilt of 


that meeting.—The overt-a&t in the indictment, is of conſpiring 


to levy wat, We, Iti is material, to obſerve i in this part of the 
caſe, it was «dave: conſpiracy, to levy war; it is not, as I con- 
ceive, high treaſon ; the bare intention does not amount to com. 


paſſing or imagining, the death of the king it is not adbering to 


the hing's enemies; under certain circumſtances, this is not high - 


treaſon, of compaſſing the death of the king. This is the great 


binge, as 1 apprehend in this caſe. Gentlemen, what was the evi» | 
dence given? that there was a meeting, for a dangerous purpoſe. 
—M*Cann ſaid, there was to be a meeting of the delegates rr 
Bond's on the 12th of March,—he did not tell Reynolds, the 
purport of . that meeting, therefore, gentlemen, my obje&tion is | 


was that a provincial meeting ? it reſts on that evidence of the in« 


former, and no other witneſs. It was M*Cann told Reynolds, 
you muſt be at the convention on the 12th of March, to compaſs 


the death of the king, and overturn the government - but Bond 


did not tell him any ſuch thing Bond only ſaid, Can was 
able to give information, of what was going forward at that meeting 3 


but Bond knew nothing about it—though admitting a meeting 
was beld in Bond's houſe, for a guilty purpoſe, yet Bond might 


be perfectly innocent; he was not in the room, till Mr. Swan 
came — there was to be a watch word, i, M. Cann Bere, from 


thence it would ſeem it was a meeting at M. Cann's ſuggeſtion 


Mr. Bond probably did not know the motive, why he gave the uſe 
of the room ; for there was not one word of converſation, be- f 
tween Bond and Reynolds—Reynelds ſays, M Cann told him 12 
the watch word, M*Cann did not get the watch word from Bond, 


the priſoner at the bar, — the watch word was is M Ca ber; 


it was for the admiſſion of no perſon, that A Cann did not know ; 50 
it bag no relation to Mr. Bond. Has Ig re with vou, 


» 
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gentlemen of the jury? do you feel bes, le the 


truth ? if you believe Reynold's, the meeting was for the worſt 


purpoſe, but was it with the knowledge of Bond? for Bond faid 
to Reynolds, I can give you no information, go to M*Cam, 
he can inform you Upon the evidence therefore of Reynolds, 
reſts this man's life, for the written eyidence found in the room, 
| cannot in my apprehenſion affect Bond, he was not in the room ; 

if you, as no doubt you will be of opinion, Bond was not in the 
room, where the papers were found. There is not any evidence, 
of the converſation before Mr. Swan came, and he found on the 
table a paper written on and the ink not dry. 7 AB was duly 
eleBed'=—=it was not found upon the priſoner at the bar—the papers 
found might affect the perſons in the room—but at the time of 
the ſeizure of the papers, Bond was in the ware-houſe in cuſtody 
of Sergeant Dugan, and was not brought up ſtairs, until ga- 
the arreſt. The papers found upon Bond, might be read in evi- 
dence agaioſt him, but I conceive not thoſe found in the room. 
| What was the intention of mentioning the letter from Reynolds, 
found on the priſoner at the bar? It was ſtated, but not read in 


; evidence, merely to apologize for Reynolds's not attending the 


meeting on the 12th of March, Reynolds ſays he got it again, 
and burnt it—Reynolds did not -pretend to ſtate. to you, he 
knew from Bond, what the object of the meeting was ;—and it 
is material to obſerve, that Bond's name was not found entered, 


in the , of the perſons who madereturns, and attended the meet- 


ing: Bond has been reſident in this city twenty years; in your 
walks of life, gentlemen of the jury, you never heard any thing to 
his prejudice, before this charge. —I know my duty to my client, 


and muſt tell you if you have had prejudices, 1 know you will 


diſcard them; I am not paying you any compliment, I have 
ſpoken under the feelings of an Iriſhman, during the courſe of 
theſe trials; T have endeavoured to ſpeak to your underſtandings, 
bave adt ventured to intreat you, on behalf of my client, becauſe 
« Fa am ſure vou will give your juſtice, and your merits free ope - 

ration, in-your minds and conſciences at this trial. I am ſure you 
will try the cauſe fairly, and admit every circomftance i into your 
| reflexions ; in a caſe between the crown and the priſoner, I have 


+ not mr to addreſs you on the public feelings, at this impor- 
tant 
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tant FOR you will preſerve. the ſubje& for the ſake of the has 
and preſerye the law, for the ſake of the cron, ' You. are to de- 
cide by your ſober and deliberate underſtandings, and hold the 
balances equal between the crown and the ſubject, for you are 
called upon, to pronounce your ſentence of condemnation, or 
acquittal of the priſoner at the bar lf you ſhould be miſtaken in 
your verdict, it cannot ſhake the ſafety of the tate J you are 
called upon, with the leſs anxiety, becauſe which ever way your 
verdia, may be; you are not to be told, remember the ſafety of 


your king, or of your own ſafety you are to have in recolleQion 


your ſolemn oath, to decide according to the evidence, and give 
ſuch a verdict, as may always be fatisfaQory to your conſciences, 
at the laſt moment of your exiſtence, The court will tell vou. 


it is your province to decide on matter of fact, and as to opinion 


an matter of law, the court will explain that to you. Your ver- 


dict can never die. As to my opinions of the law, whateyer they Ei.” 
ay. be, I ſhall never have an opportunity of uttering to you 


again; your verdict will ſtamp infamy on the priſoner, or ſupport 
the throne of the law, I need not remind you. that the preſent 
moment is awful My friends, if you ſuffer your conſciences 


to be influenced, to be degraded, into opinions of the conſe-· | 


quences of your verdict; you are bound to decide by the eviden- 
ces, the glorious privilege of trial by jury ! ! ! If Martial Law 


muſt Tut the thread of brotherly affection, the neceſſity of it 


vill ceaſe, for verdicts of honeſt jurors will reſtore your country 


- to peace and tranquillity ; and the liberties of your country will 


by that means be ſecured ; the ſupreme government of a nation, 
be protected and ſupported, whatever the form of that govern- 


ment may be ; let me however aſk, is there oo ſpecies of law to 
be reſorted to but terror? let me obſerve to you, that the moral 
lau is deſtroyed, when it is ſtained with the effuſion of blood, 

and it is much to be regretted, when the terrors of the criminaF 


hw are obliged to be reſorted to, to enforce obedience to the 
common law of the land, by the people, for the ſword may cover. 
the land with millions of deluded men, — Is it become neceſſary,” 


_- to hurl deſtruction round the land, till it ſhivers into a thouſand. 
particles, to the deſtrucijon of all moral law, and all moral obli- 
e hows of the. land, Yay 


deprived - 
: V 


ment to the country, not merely with reſpect to any individual» 
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deprived of life, bat by a trial by his fellow ſubjects 3 but i in times 
when a rebellion prevails in any country, many ſuffer without 
the ſemblance of a trial by his equals. From the earlieſt period 
of hiſtory down to the preſent time, there have been in ſome 
parts of the earth, inſtances where jurors have done little more 
than recorded the opinions, given to them, by the then judges, 
but it is. the laſt ſcene of departing liberty. I have read that in 
the period of the rebellion, in the laſt century in England, that 
Jurors on trials, by the common law of the land, have been ſway. 
ed in their determination, by the unſupported evidence of an ia 
former, and after times have proved their verdict was ill founded; 

and the innocency of the convicted perſons had afterwards ap- 
peared : trials on charges of high treaſon, are of the utmoſt mo- 


but of the importance it is to the! public that they ſhould know, 
| the bleſſings of trial by jury, and that the jurors will ſolely de- 
termine on their verdi&, by the evidences, and maturely weigh 
the credit of the witneſſes, againſt any priſoner — Some of theſe trials 
of late date, ſome of » you have been preſent at, and you know that 
the object of the court and of the jurors, are to ioveſtigate the 
truth from the evidences produced, and the jurors are ſworn to 
_ decide, and to bring i ina true verdict, according to the eviden- 
ces. One witneſs has been examined on this trial, which! 
think does not deſerve credit, but it is you who are the ſole 
Judges, whom you will gire credit to; but though you know this 
witneſs has given evidence on two former trials, and though the 
then jury did give credit to his teſtimony, yet you are not to deter- 
mine, on your verdict on the faith or precedent, of- any former 
Jurors. But you are to be ſolely guided by your own conſciences, 
and you will obſerve we have had here two more witneſſes, to im- 
peach the character of Mr. Reynolds, that were. not produced 
on the former trials; and you will no doubt, throw out of your 
minds, whatever did not come this day before you in evidence; 
on the part of the proſecution ; and which will come before you, 
on part of the priſoner's defence. You will find your verdi& 
flowing from conſcious integrity, and from the feelings of honou- 
nable minds; notwithſtanding the evidence of the witneſs, Mr. 
ö l who has been r the table, and whoſe teſ. 
0 timony 
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umony I need not repeat to you ; perhaps you may be delt ts i 
think; he is a perjured witneſs, perhaps you will not behieye-the _ 
tory he has told, againſt the prifoner at the bar; act of his 
own turpitude, you will do well to conſider it was through a per- 
jured witneſs, that a Ruſſel · and a Sidney were convicted in 

e reign of James the II.— If juries are not circumſpect, to de- 
termine only by the evidences adduced before them, and not 

from any extraneous matter, nor from the ſlighteſt breath of pre- 
Judice, then what will become of our boaſted trial by jury; then 
what will become, of our boaſted conſtitution in Ireland ? When 
former jurors decided. contrary to evidence, it created great 

effuſion of blood in former times. Let me aſ will you, 

_ gentlemen, give a verdi& through infirmity of body, or through 
miſrepreſentatione, or through ignorance ? you by your verdict, 
will give an anſwer to to this. Gentlemen of the jury, you will 

veigh in your minds, that many inhuman executions did take 

place in former times; though the then accuſed under went the 
ſolemnity of a trial, the verdicts of thoſe jurors are not in a 
tate of annihilation, for they remain on the page of hiſtory, as 4 
| beacon to future jurors; the judges before whom the then accuſed 
were tried, have long ſince paid the debt of nature; they can- 
not now be called to account, why they ſhrunk from their duty 
I call upon you, gentlemen of the jury, to be firm in the exerciſe 
of the ſolemn duty you are nom engaged in; ſholud yon be a - - 
opinion to bring in a verdict of condemnation, againſt my unfor- 
tunate client; for myfelf I ought to care nothing, I am only the 
counſel for my client, I ought to care nothing, 'what impreſſions 
may actuate your minds, to find ſuch a verdict; is little regardeth 
me; but it much regardeth you, to conſider what Rind of men, 
you condemn to die, and before you write their bloody ſentence, 
conſider maturely whether the charge againſt the priſoner. i is fully 
proved. If you ſhould on the evidences you have heard; | 
condemn the priſoner to death, and afterwards repent it, I ſhalt 
not live among you, to. trace any proof of your future repentance. | 
| I hid, I roſe to tell you, what evidences, we had to produce, 
on behalf of my client, the priſoner at the bar; we ſhall lay 
evidence before you, from which you can infer, that the witneſk _ 
8 | INDE peers man 3 we have only ro how oy” 
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you, 3 that the witneſs n 
on his oath z we have nothing more to offer, on behalf of my 
client, the priſoner at the bar. —It is your province to deliberats 
in your conſciences, on what evidence you have heard, and whe- 
cher you will believe the witneſs you have heard, or his oath or 
not. Let me aſk will you; upon the evidence you have heard, 
take away the life of a man, of this kind, as the priſoner at the 
bar, from his wife and from his little children for ever? I tald 
you, I was to ſtate the evidences, which we had to bring for- 
ward, on behalf of my unfortunate client; tell you it is to diſ- 
credit the teſtimony of Mr. Reynolds ;—when you have beard 
our evidences to this point, I cannot ſuppoſe you will give your 
verdict, to doom to death the unbappy and uofortunate priſoner 
3tthe bar, and entail infamy on bis poſterity. We will alſo pro« 
0 duce reſpectable witneſſes, to the hitherto unimpeached character 
Ff the priſoner at the bar; that he was a man of fair honeſt cha- 
raster, you, gentlemen of the jury, have yourſelves known him, 
number of years in this city; let me aſk you do you not know, 
that the priſoner at the bar has always borne the character of a 
man of integrity, and of honeſt fame; and, gentlemen of the jury, 
I call upon you, to anſwer my queſtion, by your verdi&.—I feet 
your verdict of acquittal - of the priſoner at the bar; and that by 
your verdi& you will declare on your- oaths, that you do not be- 
here one ſyllable, that Mr. Reynolds has told you. Let me in- 
treat you ta put in one ſcale, the baſe, the attainted, the un- 
founded, the perjured witneſs, and in tlie oppoſite ſcale, let me 
adviſe you to put the teſtimony, of the reſpectable witneſſes, pro- 
duced againſt Mr. Reynolds, and the witneſſes to the priſoner's 
hitherto unimpeached character ; and you will hold the balan- 
ces with juſtice, tempered with merey, as your conſeiences in 
future, will approve.—Let me depart from the ſcene, of beholding 
human miſery, ſhould the life of my client, by your verdict be 
forfeited ; ſhould be live, by your verdict of acquittal, he would 
rank, as the kindeſt father, and protector of his little children, as 
the beſt of huſbands, and of friends, and ever maintain that 
- xrreproachable character, he has hitherto ſuſtained in private life. 
——ſhould our witneſſes not exculpate the priſoner from the crimes | 
4 | hy |, charged 


14 


5 charged on bim, to che extent, as charged is os 1 | 
| pray to God, to give you the judgment and underſtanding to 

acquit him. Do not imagine, I have made uſe of any arguments 
to niſſtead your conſciences, or to diſtreſs your feelings. No, but if 
you conceive a doubt in your minds, that the priſoner is innocent, 
of the crime of high treaſon; I pray to God, to give you firmneſs 
of mind, to acquit him. I now leave you, gentlemen of the 
jury, to the free exerciſe of your own judgments, in the verdict 
you may give.—I have not, by way of ſupplication, addreſſed 
| you, in argument; I de not wiſh to diſtreſs your feelings, from / 
ſupplications, it would be moſt unbefitting to your candour, and 
underſtanding ;—you are bound by your oaths, to find a true 
verdict, according to the evidence and you do not: deſerve the 
ſtation of jurors, the conſtitution has placed you in, if you do not 
diſcharge the truſt the conſtitution has veſted in you, to give 
your verdict, freely and indifferently,. according to your conſci« 
. P. Curran, Efq. having cloſed his argument, the couoſel 
for the priſoner proceeded to call evidence on behalf of the prĩ- 
ſoner at the bar ; the firſt witneſs Wann A 


lui. Connor, % ſworn, 


Q. Do you know Thos, Reynold's? | 
A. I do. Identified him in court. | 2 5 | 
Q. Would you believe him in a court of Juſtice 1955 bis Pe 

oath? | 
A. I can only fay I would not beers his ou, peak hom 
the general character of Reynolds. 5 8 


Croſe examined by Mr. aum General. 


* 
Qs On what do you form this opinion of Mr. neal 2 
A. From his general character, and from the. tranſaction be- 


tween Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Cope, which the witneſs did not 


r e pure of Mr: RON | 
ee he Mer 2 
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Mrs. Ann Fitzgerald, ſworn. 


Said ſhe did not think that Mr, Reynolds ought to be believed od 
in a court of juſtice, and the foundation of tfiat opinion was, the 
nnen Cahil, e 


' Henry vile gs, Eh. fworn. 1 2 8 | 8 5 


| Said his ſiſter had the misfortune to be married to Lese 
and depoſed that from the general character of Reynolds, he did 
; not believe him to be a man worthy of credit upon his gath ; wit- 
\ nefs faid he was ſent for to his mother's houſe, the Saturday be⸗ 
fore her death; here it was obſerved by the court, that this wit- 
neſs contradicted the evidence of e our uy pitched ' ; 


ſheet. 
WP * 


Mejor Edward wales . 


The evidence of this 3 
his brother, see g e e d 
ed credit ĩn a court of juſtice... = 


Kev. Mr. Thomas Kingſbury, fworn. 


He was kn on the part of Mr. Reynolds; Mr. Kingſ- 
bury ſaid he had known Mr. Reynolds many years, and he did 
believe } he aid Lew on; upon h his oath. Ws 8 


Cale cloſed on beth fides, 1 8 
1 Ponſonby ſpoke t to exidegce. 
George Ponſonby, . 


My Lord and gentlemen of the jury, 

I am counſel for Mr. Bond, the unfortunate * ati that 
now appears at the bar; I do not know that in the courſe of my 
life I have ever felt ſo much aſhamed ; or felt before at all aſham- 

- ed of being an Iriſhman ; 1 do feel aſhamed, that the law of his 
country of which I am a member, ſhould on a charge of high 
. __- * treaſon 
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treaſon depend, upon the gu tefimony of ſuch a man ay Tho- '... 
mas Reynolds. I have, been, uſed. to think there was ſomething 1 
of equality between the Engliſh and Iriſh law, on the ſubje& of 
| high treaſon ; the law indeed is in a moſt dangerous ſtate, if a 
man who is charged with a crime, which may attach upon his life 
at the proſecution, of the crown 3. his life may depend upon the 
fogle teſtimony of any man the moſt blaſted, and moſt infamous 
of mankind. Had Mr. Bond been accuſed and tried in Great 
Britain, there muſt be two wittneſſes to prove” "the overt - act, to 0 
conviction ; the conviction muſt be in the moſt ſatisfactory man- 
ner. In Ireland. it is ſaid one witneſs is ſufficient to prove an 
covert act; but is an impeached witneſs's . teſtimony, to deprive 
my client of his exiſtence ? muſt I now liſten to, and learn ſuch 
gloctrine? I uſed to feel and think myſelf an Iriſhman. My 
Lord and gentlemen of the jury, an act of parliament for the 
amendment of the law of high treaſon, paſſed i in Ireland, it was 


1 an amendment of the ſtatute of Wm. III. of Great Britain ; 


it does not imply, it was an act to guard the public liberty of the _ 
ſubject; che people i in Great Britain were left in the enjoyment 

of their liberty; but by the law in force here, it would ſeem as 

if Iriſh ſubjects were the moſt infamous of mankind. The life 
of a Britiſh ſubje& is protected, by its being required, that to 
convie a, Britiſh ſubje&, of the crime of high treaſon, there 
muſt be /wo witneſſes to prove the overt-at. In the preſent caſe, 
there has been but one witneſs to prove this moſt examinable 
charge againſt the priſoner, namely, Mr. Reynolds ; if he had 
taken a thouſand oaths, to challenge the'life of the priſoner at 
the bar, yet what credit, gentlemen of the jury, would you give 
to him, when you have heard the account he gives of himſelf? } 
He has told you he did ſwear to be true to the ſociety of United 

Iriſhmen, and he told you he took the oath of ſecrecy to the ſo- 
ciety of United Iriſhmen. He told you, that he happened to go 
to Caſtle Jordan to Sir Duke Giffard's, and having dined there, 
the converſation turned on politics, and on the proceedings of the 


Dnited Iriſhmen; that Mr. Cope was one of the company; and 


on the next day, about the middle of February, Mr: Cope and 


Mr. Reynolds came to Dublin together, and Mr. Cope reſumed | 


tbe converſation of the preceding day, and Mr. Cope practiſed . 
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upon the tender heart of Reynolds; ; repreſenting to him the M 
conſequences reſulting from the ſociety of United Iriſhmen, till 
at length Mr. Reynolds ſaid he had a friend of his, who was a. 
United Iriſhman, and he would endeavour to prevail on him-to 
come forward and give information againft them. Mr. Cope 


| aid ſuch a man would deſerve 1000 or 1500l. a year, and a 


ſeat in parliament ; Reynolds faid bis friend only wanted remu- 


neration for loſſes he might ſuſtain, which he imagined would 


amount to about 500 guineas, and did not mention it as a reward 
for ſervices ; Reynolds then gave every information reſpecting 
the ſociety of United Iriſhmen, and declared he had ſworn an 
oath of ſecrecy to United Iriſhmen ; but it ſeems he afterwards 
changed his mind, and was determined te give evidence agaioft 


them; Mr. Reynolds ſaid he ſuſpected his character was ma- 


ligned. It ſeems that this honourable and feeling man—Mr. 
Reynolds, was fa member of the ſociety of United Triſhmen, 


| conſidered himſelf as a man of high character, and fays he did 


not intend to be a public informer. Let me aſk, gentlemen of 
the jury, what credit you can give to the account, told you by 


Mr. Reynolds—you have heard his teſtimony—can you fay he 
deſerves credit upon his oath? You will obſerve he has ſworn 


an oath of allegiance to be true to the king, and he has alſo ſworn 


an oath to be true to the. United Iriſhmen ; you ſee he was not 
an unſuſpected witneſs, as to his character; and you will deter- 


mine what credit you will give to his teſtimony. He has ſworn 


that the priſoner at the bar was a United Iriſhman, and that Mr. 


Bond, the priſoner, did adminifter the oath to him ; and that 
their meeting was for treaſonable purpoſes ; as to the ruten 
evidence produced, there was not one ſingle word of it in the 


hand writing of the priſoner ; ; you cannot apply thoſe papers 


againſt the priſoner ; as to the meeting of the United Iriſhmen 
being held in Bond's houſe, [ do not conceive that can prejudice 
Mr. Bond, any more than any other man in the community.— 
What is the teſtimony laid before you ? It depends ſolely upon 


the teſtimony of Reynolds ; he ſays he was preſent on Saturday 


when M' Cann aſked Bond to let him have a room for the ſociety 


| to. meet in, on Monday, March 12, and Bond gave M Cann the | 
uſe oft room. Reynolds ſays, Lord Edward Fitzgerald deſired 


A | 
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| Reynolds to accept of being colonel, ak Reynolds did accept 
it, and then goes to Bond, to aſk him if he ſhould accept it, af- 
ter he had accepted of the commiſſion ; like a girl who firſt mar- 
ries, and then afterwards aſks the parents conſent to be married 
| fo Reynolds firſt accepted the commiſſion of Colonel, and then, 
if you believe him, he went to Bond's to aſſe him for bis advice 
whether he ſhould accept of being Colonel or not. Can you be- 
. lieve Reynolds in this ſtory he has told you, merely to implicate 


Bond in that tranſaction? I am ſure you cannot believe him 3 


ſee in what ſituation he comes forward as a public informer ; he 
takes a pride in mentioning his crime; he ſwore that Mr. Bond 
adminiſtered the United Iriſhman's oath to him; he ventures'to 
- ſwear that Mr. Bond gave him that oath. The next charge is, 
that the United Iriſhmen met at the houſe of Mr. Bond, on the 
12th of March, upon this ſubje& the evidence is ſomewhat better; 
he told · Mr. Cope, that the United Triſhmen-were to meet at Bond's 
on the 12th of March, but he did not find Bond ſitting at the 

| head of that meeting—bur in the ware-houſe of his houſe in Bridge- 
ſtreet. There was no proof that Bond was a member of that ſoci- 
ety ; Bond did not prefide at that meeting; if Mr. Bond was 
connected with that meeting, no doubt Reynolds would have ſta- 
ted it, but he dared not do it. How can you, therefore, connect 
the meeting at Bond's, and ſay it was the act of Bond, or connect 
Bond with Lord Edward Fitzgerald, in a converſation held be- 
tween Lord Edward and Mr. Reynolds at Leiniter Houſe, 


where Bond was not preſent. I do ſay it had nothing to do with = 
Mr. Bond; and as to the papers, they were not ſound on. Bond 4 


Simſelf, but in Bond's room, when the ſociety met, but Bond war 
not preſent; there was nothing criminal in any written paper found 
on Bond: he cannot anſwer for the criminality of other perſons. 


He did not call a meeting of the United Iriſhmen on the 1 2th of i 


March laſt; the fact refts on Reynolds's evidence alone, that 
Mr. Bond knew of the purport of that meeting The facts 
ſworn to by Reynolds only amount to a conſpiracy ; all other 
parts of the caſe are only grounded on what Reynolds ſays. — 
Reynolds wrote a letter to Bond, to apologize for his not attend- 


ing the meeting, as Mrs. Reynolds was ill. That is in the hand- 


| 1 of Reynolds, found | in Bond's pocket—and yet this letter 
| | Tok 


- 
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is to implicate Bond; for what reaſon ? Is Reynolds defiring 
Bond to-make an apology for his non attendance, to fix crimina- 
lity on Bond ?—You have beard all the teſtimony of Reynolds; 
you are now to conſider whether you will give ſach credit to his 
evidence, as to induce you on your oaths to ſay that Mr. Bond 
is guilty of high treaſon, and take away his life. You'have no 
written. evidence in the hand writing of Mr. Bond; you have 
nothing but the evidence of Reynolds to affect the life of Mr- 
Bond, and you are to judge whether you believe Reynolds or 
not? As to the paper produced in the hand writing of M' Cann, 
it is not on that evidence you can take away the life of the pri- 
ſoner at the bar. Reynolds would bave you to believe that Bond 
knew of the purpoſe for which he lent the room to the ſociety 
on the application of M Cann. If any of you, gentlemen of the 
jury, knew a man who had broken his oath, would you believe 
him on any other oath he might take? To get the evidences of 
witneſſes to proſecute others, rewards may be held out, or puniſh- 
ments inflicted ; in Ruſſia they apply the bow-ſtring, or the 
knout, here a witneſs has received 500 guineas ; if a witneſs ap- 
pears to give evidence, as a public informer, his evidence and 
his credit ſhould be very ſcrupulouſly attended to, more eſpecially 
when you have only one <vitneſs, on which you are to found your 
verdict, to take away the life of a fellow creature. We have pro- 
duced the two Mr. Witheringtons, and Mr. Valentine O Connor 
to impeach the character of Reynolds; they told you they would 
not believe Reynolds on his oath; thoſe gentlemen did not give 
| their teſtimony before, therefore you have more ground to reject 
Reynolds's teſtimony than former jurors had. Will you then im- 
pute criminality to Bond, merely upon the evidence of any im- 
peached witneſs ? You will therefore, moſt maturely weigh in 
your own conſciences whether you think you can or ought to take 
away the life of the priſoner at the bar, upon the bare teſtimony 
of Reynolds; you will not do it thro. ſolicitation, or to ſhew 
your loyalty. As to the papers found in Bond's poſſeſſion, tbey 
not being in his band writing, cannot, as I have already 
mentioned to you, affect the life of the priſoner at the bar; von 
are then reduced to the evidence of one fingle witneſa, namely, _ . 


Reynolds; is the life of Mr. Bond to be taken away, en a charge 
x | Phe 2 
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che Jewiſhlaw of Moſes, the Jews, to prove a crime againſt a He- 


|  breww, required the oaths of two witneſſes to the fact. Ido not lay, _ 
- the law with regard to the Hebrews, is the law in-Ireland, but 


| before the liſe of a fellow creature is to be taken away though two 


vitneſſes are required in England to prove an overt- act of high 
treaſon, yet in Ireland, it is beld that the oath of one- witneſs 
is ſufficient-to take away the life of a fellow ſubje& z if therefore 
the oath of one witneſs, is in-Ireland, ſufficient to take away the 
life of any man, how much more incumbent is it on you, gentle- 
men of che jury, t6 protect the life of a man, by attending more 


minutely, to ſee that that fiogle witneſs is a man of irreproachable 
morals, and to obſerve that his teſtimony is ſuch as that you can 


believe him upon his oath? By the common law: of England, 


which is the common law of Ireland, it is enacted, that there 


hall be-revo witneſſes to prove an overt-act of high treaſon, but 


the crowu will tell you, that in Ireland one witneſi is ſufficient to 
prove an overt· act of high treaſon ; it would therefore be the 
greateſt preſumption in me; to contend for the contrary poſitionz 
I ſhall only preſs upon your minds, thut if you can take away the = 


life of your fellow man, upon the teſtimony of one ſingle witneſs, 


you, gentlemen of the jury, muſt be fu/ly ſatisfied, that there is 


no juft exception to the credit of that ſingle witneſs. It is of the 


higheſt moment, gentlemen of the jury; for you to conſider bart, 


this witneſs has been impeached in his credit, by one of the ho- 


neſteſt men in the community, who told you he would not be- 
lieve Mr. Reynolds upon his oath. Let me refer you to Mr. 
Reynolds's own declarations; he told you of the many oaths he 
has taken; be gives a recommendation of himſelf by his taking 


oaths and breaking them ; I call upon you, firſt to-determine whe- 


ther in your conſciences you can give any eredit to the teſtimony 
he gave; I call upon you to decide on that point before you finßg 


your verdict againſt the unfortunate priſoner at the bar. Vou 


| will confider the diſtreſſed, painful, critical ſituation. of thoſe | 


two military gentlemen who have given their teſtimony, that 
b "__ vot to be gon his ices n could vo: 
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it might prevent their raſiog in their profeſſion ; can you, there- 
, fore, gentlemen of the jury, ſay upon your oaths, that you think 

| Reynolds is worthy of credit upon his oath ? If you are of that 
opinion, you are the only twelve men in the world who would 
be of that opinion, neither do I believe there is any man ont of 
this court, or in this court, would give him credit upon his oath. 
Let me appeal to your humanity and ſenfibility to conſider, that 
though the law does not poſitively enjoin, that in Ireland there 
ſhall be two witneſſes to prove an overt-aQ of high treaſon, yet 
I do beſeech you, for the fake of ſecuring the liberties of Ire- 
land, that you will not conſider a fingle witneſs in the latitude 
as has been mentioned, and where you bave heard witnefles to 
impeach his credit, that therefore you will not find your verdict 
of condemnation. of a fellow ſubjef, on the evidence of one fig- 
gle witneſs, and that you will not trapſmit to poſterity, a prece- 
dent of your verdi& being found upon the teſtimony of a ſin- 
gle witneſs, even if he was not impeached in the manner he has 
been. Gentlemen, you do not know the number of priſoners to 
be tried; as to the former trials, the evidence againſt Reynolds 
was not ſo great as on this day, and therefore the precedents of 
other verdicts, found on ofher evidence, ought not, and will not 
have the ſmalleſt weight with you in the verdi& you are on your 
oaths called upon to give, You cannot fay that Reynolds's cre- 
dit is not impeachable, you cannot ſay his evidence is ſupported 
and corroborated by other witneſſes ; you cannot fay he is not 
an abominable man ; and therefore . whole, you ought 
ann | 
| tein ts eee ingenious advocate for 
che priſoner at the bar, has exerted ſo much ability, and mentioned 
to you every circumſtance of our client's caſe in his ſpeech to you, 
chat he has left me little tofay; but I will venture to obſerve, that 
it will promote the public good, that the public ſhould know that 
” they enjoy the bleſſing of trials by jury, and that the jurors are in- 

flexible, in deciding only on the evidences before them; that you 
have heard the witneſſes to the priſoner s character, has been gi- 
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yen. in evidence, that. he has gone through the priocipal part. of | 
his life i in this city, as a fair and a reſpectable merchant, that he 
hes a wife and ſeyeral ſmall children, that to deprive him of hid 
exiſtence, his crime would be vilited upon his poſterity, upon. 
bis neareſt and deareſt relations. If the lives of any of your 
fellow ſubjects are to be taken away by the ſwearing (perhaps 
the falſe ſwearing) of a ſingle witneſs, what man in the country 
can guard againſt the perjury of a ſingle witneſs ? If the oath of 
a ſingle witneſs is to convict any man, it may be ſaid, there is 
no man in the community that may not have a charge e 
againſt him, and an accuſation of this ſort ſupported by the eri - 
dence of a ſingle witneſs ; thus one witneſs might. deſtroy 6. 
ſafety of che ſubjeQs of this country. | 
. Gentlemen of the jury, for the ſpace of e 
ee client nemained in goal, and all that time, till very 
lately, been ignorant of the grounds of this proſecution, and has 
not been able to know the charges made againſt him, until he 
got a copy of the indictment, nor been able to find out witzefſes 
who could prove that Reynolds was not deſerving of credit upon 
his oath. Let me aſk, would you, now you have heard the exi- 
dence on behalf of the priſoner at the bar, eondemn him on the 
bare evidence of Reynolds — to death? I ſhall only beſeech 
vou in the words of the great Saviour of the Wr | 
< do unto others, as you would they ſhould do unto. you” let 
bumanity, let compaſſion, let reaſon: herſelf induce you to conſi- 
der the ſituation of the priſoner at the bar, now upon trial for his 
life, when there is none but a Thomas Reynolds can ſaꝝ aught 
_ againſt him. Gentlemen of the jury, take into your mature deli- 
| beration, which do you thiok moſt conſcientious and Gs. 
to your oaths, to. pronounce a verdict againſt the life of the. pri- 
ſoner, and eftabliſh the evidence of Reynolds. —or to reject his 
evidence, and find your verdict of acquittal of the priſoner ꝰ 
but let me aſk, can you on your oaths, eftabliſh the character of 
the ſiagle witneſs, and ſay he is a reſpectable and creditable wit» - - 
neſs, i in this court, to take away the lives of other men, to inter- 
rupt their bappineſs, their ſafety, and their quiet? Will you at- 
tack upon this ſingle witneſs, a greater veracity in bis teſtimony, 


6 | 
or will you fay he is not a fit perſon to be believed in any thing 
on his oath ? 
> Gentlemen of 3 I now leave the caſe of my client to 
your juſtice, and to your humanity, and I truſt that on neither, 
you can deprive the priſoner at the bar of his life, upon the tefti- 
TRI IO Ren: 
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The learned counſel for the priſoner at the bar, has in his 

iſpeech mentioned ſome points, that it is my duty, as counſel on 

be part of the proſecution, to make fome obſervations upon.— 

| He would infer, that the evidence that has been brought forward 

- to fubſtamiatethe charges againſt the priſoner at the bar, does not 

pftore eriminality on the' part of the priſoner ; that there is but 

N one roitneſe to prove, chat the priſoner has been guilty of the char- 

| tes ſtuted in the over aS. The priſoner has not produced any 

ecrxidenee on the part of his defence; he relies on his witneſſes 

which you have heard to fapport the poſition, that Mr. Reynolds 

- dughit not to be believed in a court of juſtice: lu all caſes of a 

 confpiracy, the proof of it can never be expected to be proved 

dy any perſon who has not been a particeps criminis in ſuch a con- 
ſpiracy ; if the jury believes the fingle evidence of one man, that 

is all the law requires; the jury ate to determine on the. ſufficiency = 
of the evidence, to juſtify the verdi& they may give and a ſin- 

gle witneſs is all that the law of this kingdom requires. The 
Jury muſt be ſatisfied, whether the accuſed is fully proved to have 
_ committed the crimes imputed to him, or not. If you do in 
Four conſciences believe that Mr. Reynolds is fuch a character 
chat he ought not to be believed in a court of juſtice, in that caſe, 

vou will acquit the prifoner ; but there does not in this cafe, ap- 
pear any evidence on which you can draw that concluſion. Mr. 
Tope and Mr. Kingſbury ſay, they do believe that Mr. Reynolds 
is worthy of credit in a court of juſtice ; on the other hand, the 
"Three witneſſes, Mr. Witheringtons, and Mrs. Firzgerald 
ay, they are of a contrary opinion. Mr. Reynolds himſelf told 

Fou he was under ſuſpicions; he was ſuſpected by both parties; 

| | hs the 
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de expreſſion that a witneſs made uſe of was, that he was a dou | 
- ble. traitor. He has told you, he was an United Iriſhman, and 
out of a_ſepſe of ſhame and remorſe, he came forward and gave 
information, à might tend to the ſafety of the Kate. He dic | 
not come forward as in the ordinary caſe of an informer, hayidg AF 
been accuſed of the crime, be would foſter on another. Would 
you believe that Reynolds is uoworthy of credit upon his th in 
a court of juftice, upon the idle and ridiculous ſtory abont a 
bond for gol. given by Reynolds to Mrs. Cahil, chat when he 
_ afterwards gave the Bond to him to calculate the interereft dus 
on it, on returning the bond, be gave her in miſfale the draſt qt 
2 bond and warrant that lay in his deſk ? It appears he wed 
| her 751. and has paid her the whole of it, except. 10k which 
vote he ſent to take up but on which, note, ſhe might have prov © | 
ceeded againſt him, in the common and ordinary ways ifi;any 
fraud had really been committed by Reynolds is that tranſaction. 
1 ſhall not, at this late hour, after the trial has laſted near Ante 
Hours, recapitulate the whole of the evidence, it is ſufficient for 
me, to obſerve only upon the moſt prominent parts of the evidence 
which bas been given. Much ftrefs has been laid on the eien 
Rance, that when Mr. Reynolds's mother-in-law. was d her 
death bed, he gave her che medicine of tartar emetie, on the Fri. 
day, and ſhe died on the Sunday followiog ;- and Mr. Reynolds 
told you, iat Captain Witherington bad ſaid, that he did -beheve 
that Mr. Reynolds had poiſoned. Mrs... Witheringtan... If ſuch 
aan ahominable crime had really been committed, her ſans, as 
neareſt of Kin, would, no doubt, have-proſeguted Reynolds ina. 
criminal way, for if Reynolds had really poiloned his methervio+ | 
| law, Mrs; Wicheringtan, in ſo public a place, ag the Metropolis 
gf Ireland, and that the fact had really happened, it muſt hase 1 85 
been capable of proof, ang. if ſa, it was a duty incumbent aas 
her ſons, to have proceeded againſt him in a criminal way: dd 
the ſervants that attended the deceaſed might have given evidence 
of that tranſaction, if Mr. Reynolds had really poiſoned his mo- 
ther-io-law ; but the fact turns out by the evidence that has been 
given, that Mrs. Witherington having. been very ill af a complaint 
eee Mc. Reyaolds adviſed nene 
1 2 eee, 
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emetie, 3 medicine that had been of great efficacy to himſelf, at 
the time when he had been attacked with the ſame diforder, ang 
he told you that that medicine was adminiſtered to her by her 
ſervant—but that ſervant has never been produced to give her evi- 
dence, which no doubt ſhe would have been, had there been any 
truth in the fact alledged to have been committed by Mir. Reynolds: 
therefore, -upon the whole of the evidence given in this trial, rela- 
tive to the allegation, that Mr. Reynolds had poiſoned his mo- 
ther. in- law, you have no ground to believe, that any ſuch crime 
| was ever committed by him. A great deal of ſtreſs has been 
| laid; in order to impeach the moral conduct of Mr. Reynolds, 
that he had on the night of her death, directed that her remains 
| ſhould be wrapped up in a pitched ſheet, thence they would in- 
fer; that Mrs. Witherington had not died in the common and 
uſuaF' way, but through the adminiſtration of poiſon ; now, 
how does the fact turn out? If you believe the witneſs, that Mrs. 
Witieriogton being extremely ill, and not expected to live, and 
there was preſent, in the houſe with her, one of her ſons, and the 
ſervant who immediately attended her perſon, Mr. Reynolds 
ſeut off an expreſs to her other ſon, then in the country, with his 
regiment, to come to town immediately, as his mother was dan- 
yerouſly ill, but he did not arrive in Dublin for four days, owing 
to the eircuniſtance; as Mr. Witherington himſelf has told you, | 
that he-was not at the place the meſſenger was directed to find 
him at, and did not for a day or two get Mr. Reynolds's letter, 
to come off immediately to his mother's houſe; not arriving un- 
till the 4th day after the deceaſe of Mrs. Witherington, it was 
jJadged neceſſary then, to put her remains into a pitched ſheet ; 
as it was the wiſſi of Reynolds, that Captain Witherington, her 
ſon ſhould ſee her remains, previous to interment. One witneſs 
Gid the pitched ſheet was put over the body of the deceaſed on 
the firſt night after ſhe died, and another witneſs ſays it was not 
put over her until the fourth day after her deceaſe, that recourſe 
was had to that expedient to keep the body from putrefaction, till 
her ſon arrived in Dublin, who was then every moment expected. 
There is a variance in point of time, between the two witneſſes» 
but it is for you to judge, which you will give moſt credit to; 
Sni 2 but 
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but let me all, as you are upon your oaths, if you can 1 gon: . 
do not believe Mr. Reynolds upon his oath on this trial, becgule - | 
Mr. Witherington ſaid, he did believe, Mr. Reynolds had pot- 
ſoned Mrs. Witherington ? or will you on your oaths fay, that 
Mr. Reynolds is not to be believed on his oath, becauſe one of 
the witneſſes told you, that Mr. Reynolds directed the remains of 
Mrs. Witherington to be put into a pitched ſheet, the night after | | 
her deceaſe. You have not, in my opinion, notwithſtanding Þ, 
many hours inveſtigation, relative to the belief of Mr. Wi- 
theringron, that his mother was poiſoned, of the fact of which © 
you have no proof whatever, and notwithſtanding all the body of. > 
evidence that you have heard about the pitched ſheet, any ground,, 
on which you can, on your oaths ſay, that, Mr. Reynolds is not 
on his oath, to be believed in a court of juſtice. 1 ſhould not, - 
dwell ſo long about the allegations brought againſt Mr. Reynolds, , 
charging him with poiſoning his mother-io-law, and with precipi- 1 
tately directing her remains to be wrapped up in a pitched ſheet, "I 
had not ſo great a ftreſs been laid upon thoſe circumſtances, in 
order to depreciate and weaken the credit of Mr. Reynolds, as as. - 
if you were to believe, he was not, nor is worthy of being believed” | 
by you, in the teſtimony which he has this day given—a teſtis, 
mony I conceiye him to be conſiſtent in throughout, and as far 
as it had reference to the evidence of Mr. Cope, it has ebe , 
roborated by the evidence of that reſpectable gentleman, as well. 
as by the written evidence that has been produced, proved, and 
read, in the courſe of a long and a patient inveſtigation of the 
charges exhibited againſt the priſoner at the bar; and, gentlemen. 
of the jury, / there has been another crcumſinncs reſorted to * 
the gentlemen on the part of the priſoner, to induce you not: to. | 
believe the evidence of Mr. Reynolds, and it was this; ea 
has been produced to you, of money tranſactions between Mr.. 
Cope and Mr. Reynolds, at one time relative to a mortgage of 8 
land to Mr. Cope, for 5000l. and of Reynolds's perſonal ſecu- 
rity for 1000l, and 1 it Was ſaid, that i in thoſe money tranſactions,. 
there was a ſum of 10001. which Mr. Reynolds contended . 
he had a right to be given credit for; on the other hand, i it was 
fad, Mr. Cope infiſted upon the oo” * his demand, and 
Mr. 
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Mr. Val. Connor, 2 werckent of Dyblin, n 
Mr. Reynolds, to come to an adjigicatign tign apd ſettlement of the 
accounts, between Mr. Cope and. N Reynolds, i it being ſaid, 
that a3 to one item in the account. « 1009). it was not a fair 
tranſaQion on the part of Mr. Reynolds, and upon that ground 
they would attack the moral charaQer of Mr. Reynolds, in order 
to induce you to believe, that Mr. Reynolds ought not to be 
believed upon bis oath in a court of juſh The counſel on the 
part of the proſegution called on Mr. Cope to give his evidence, 
and chat gentleman bas iold you, upon his oath, that as to any 
accounts that related" 10 money matters, between him and Mr. 
Reynolds, which had been ſettled, it made no manner of impreſ- 
ſion upon his mind whatever, againſt Mr. Reynolds, and de- 
clared he coplulered | him as a man that ought to be credited upon 
his oath in à court of juſtice. Mr. Valentine O*Connor was 
the next witneſs produced, he told you, be received a letter from 
Mir. "Reynolds, then i in the country, to adjuſt and' ſettle the ac- 
counts, then ſubliſting between Mr. Cope and Mr. Reynolds, 
18. to the i item of a 1000l. in the account, and Mr. O*Connor 
— aid that from Mr. Reynolds? s conduct in that money tranſaction 
be was of opinion that Mr. Reynolds ought not to be belieyed 
on his oath in a court of juſtice. The gentleman moſt intereſted. 
in that tranlaction, and who mult certainly know all the particu- 
Urs of their dealings together better than any other man—Mr. 
Cope, has told you, that he has no unfavourable impreſſion againft 
Mr. Reynolds, and he bas alſo told you that you ought to believe 
Mr. Reynolds upon his oath in any court of juſtice. Gentle- 
wen, it is your province to determine on the degree of credit you 
give to any witneſs, and on the evidence which you have 
heard, you will determine whether Mr. Reynolds i is deſerving 
of credit upon his oath or not, If you ſhall believe that the 
charge of poiſoning Mrs. Witherington, was an idle and unſup- 

a ported charge, if you ſhall believe, that as to the pitched ſheet, 
0 blame could attach on Mr. Reynolds, if you ſhall believe 
Mr. Cope, that with reſpe& to the money tranſactions between 
bim and Mr. Reynolds, they were ſuch as made no unfavourable 
preſſion on Mr, - Cope's mind, you will, go doubt, have no he- 
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of Mr. Reynalds, and that he ought an his oath to be believed 
in any court of Juſſiee . . Es a ds 
Many of you, eden ff the jury, are engaged 3 io extepk 1 
dealings 3 it may be obſerved that ig, money tranſactions, a man. 
way pay attention to his own intereſt, and may ſcryple to com- 
ply with the demands of the perſan, he has money dealings with, 
| as was the caſe here. Mr, Cope had a mortgage for five thouſand” 
pounds, on the Jags of Caſtle Jordan, and Mr. Reynalds, on the 
death of his father, had not ſo very large a property as he had 
reaſon to expeR ;. and he gave Mr, Cope his perſonal ſecurity for 
2 hundred pounds, he afterwards s up the N pre- 
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the e of Mr. Ch a Merchant of Dublin; to come to 
ſome terms with Mr. Cope, to take up his perſonal ſecurity, 
Asad Mr. king very candidly has told you, he has no ill im- 
preſſion upon his mind, againſt Mr. Reynolds on account of any 
money tranſactions between them ; but admitting that Mr. Rey- | 
nolds- paid a greater attention to his own intereſt in woch 
tranſactions, than he had a ſtrict right to do ; yet can you, o 
your. oath believe that Mr. Reynolds, whbo has been a trader of 
_ ſome eminence in Dublin, and muſt be known to moſt or all 
ol you, can you on your. oaths believe, that Mr. Reynolds, who 


_ + had been intimate with Mr. Bond, and frequently dined with 


Rim, would now come forward, in a court of juſtice upon his 
-oatd, to take away the life of an innocent man? Can you on 
Jour oaths believe, that Mr. Reynolds, is ſuch à monſter 
- ſhave no ground whatſoever to warrant that concluſion, Can you 
""; believe that Mr. Reynolds, who has retained the friendſhip, of 
man of the faireſt character, in your country, for a ſeries of years ; 
bo has the good opinion of mankind in general, who was in 
{habits of intimacy with the Rev. Mr. Kiogſbury for a great © 
8 length of time paſt, and who has told you that Reynolds does 
HP credit in a court of juſtice, can you beligge that Mr. 
| , a man whoſe character was ſo much. eftgemed, would 
„ as to come forward in a court of juſtice, 
end on bis oath to ſwear away nn man js 
3 | wy 
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man, againſt whom he had no grudge, no malice, 30 ſpleen 
whatever Can you believe, that Reynolds could ſabricate al! 
the evidences of the tranſactions, of the meetings of the United 
Triinen, in which ſociety Bond, he has told you, ſwore Rey- 
gol in a member ; and adminiſtered the oaths of that ſociery- - 
to Him, — can you believe that all the evidence he has told yo 
of the primary, the Baronial, the county and the provincial meet- 
_ ings, is all a falſehood , and that Bond did not know of the meet · 
| ing of the United-Iriſhmen; at his houſe on the 1 zth of March, 
chat there was no ſuch meeting, contrary to the evidence of Mr. 
Swan and ſergeant Dugan-; can you believe that all the evidence 
of Reynolds is fabricated; and that he does not deſerve credit 
on his oath? can you believe any witneſs, who ſhould tell you 
that Reynolds is a double traitor, and that he has come forward, 
. to take away the life of an innocent man, and that you ought not 
to give credit to his declarations, on oath ? The priſoner at the 
bar, if innocent, has had opportunities of bringing forward wit 
neſſes to prove his innocence ; a great length of time, has been 
granted to him; to do that, has he produced one ſingle witneſs, 
to ſupport his innocency if innocent? he has produced none— 
The charge againſt the priſoner at the bar, is a charge of high 
treaſon ; he has had full, and ample knowledge of the crime 
Inpated th kin; and to come prepared to take his trial. He has 
not produced a ſingle witneſs in his own juſtification z not one 
witneſs to diſprove any one of the numerous acts, given in-evi- 
detice, as done by him ; to ſupport the overt- acts, laid in the iu- 
dictment.— The priſoner at the bar, has only produced Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, Mr. Connor, and Mr. Witherington, to ſay they believe 
that Reynolds ought not to be credited in a court of criminal 
juriſdiction. Confider the recent rank of the priſoner at the bar; 
a a merchant of extenſive dealings, a man of conſiderable property, 
and reſident in the centre of this metropolis.; a man well know] n 
"to all, when you conſider the Jocality of his ſituation, -can you 
© believe that if he could difprove any one of the overt · acts of high 
treaſon, charged againſt him, in the inditment, but he would 
have brought forward ſome witneſs or other, to diſprove the 
charges, made againſt him ? He had full opportunities ſo to 
have done, ak he has declined to ay forward any one evi- 
En, dence . 
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dence whatever, in his defence, to contradict in the whole, or 
part the charges laid againſt him, in the indictment; charges of 
5 moſt ſerious kind, of the higheſt import, charges of high 
as compaſſing or imagining the death of the king ; and 
adhering to the king's enemies. I ſhall ſay nothing further upon 
this ſubject, as the charge has been ſo often repeated to you; and 
in the hearing of the priſoner at the bar. I will not hurt his 
feelings, by a repetition of all the overt-aQs, laid in the indict- 
ment. Leaving Reynolds's evidence out- of the caſe, I contend 
for it, that the written evidence, and Mr. Swan and Duglin's evi- 
dence ſubſtantiates the guilt of the priſoner. I lament, that the 
priſoner at the bar, from his talents, his underſtanding, and his 
rank in life, as a conſiderable merchant, has not taken another 
courſe in life; than he has done; it has been proved he has uni- 
formly for ſome years paſt, been in the habit of holding conſpira- 
cies, with men called United Iriſhmen, for the avowed purpoſe 
of overturning by force the conſtitution of this kingdom. How 
a man who has any regard for his native country, could enter into 
plots and conſpiracies, to overwhelm his country in blood, and 
involve thouſands of his own countrymen, friends and relations 
in blood, cannot be accounted for. The priſoner's counſel with 
theis-ufual and great abilities, have introduced. into their arguments 
a great deal of extraneous matter, which does not immediately, 
if at all, belong to the queſtion in iſſue, as to there being tw]. wit-. 
neſſes required in England, to prove an overt · act of high treaſon ; 
but the law here does not require two witneſſes to prove an overt- 
act of high treaſon, though it does require that there ſhall be 
- ſufficient evidence to ſatisfy the mind and conſciences of the jury, to 
ſubſtantiate a charge of high treaſon againſt any man accuſed. 
It is agreed by the counſel on both ſides, that the jury are not to 
take notice of any extraneous matter out of doors ; they: are not 
o be impreſſed with any, the remoteſt degree of prejudice; they 
are to come fairly, and indifferently to determine on their oaths, 
on the guilt or innocence of the priſpner at the bar; the jury are 
to judge of their decifion, by the evidence which has been given 
before them, they are the ſole judges, of che credit, they ought 
to give to the witneſſes; it is ſolely left to the jury, to determine 
on this caſe; they are the ——— } Judges of matter of fact. 


* Before 
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gentlemen of che jury, your province to Anat? on "this quiet 
tion,” I have mentioned to you ſuch obſervations, as T think may 
be material, you will, if you have any rational doubt o on your mind, 
acquit the priſoner, and I have no doubt you will give ſuch a 
verdict, as may be agreeable to the juſtice of this caſe. * 
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The Honourable Mr. Juſtice Chamberlaine 


., 
Gentlemen of the Jury. _ 

The priſoner at the bar, ſtands indicted for high 3 
of the overt· acta, laid in the indictment is, that the priſoner at the 
bar, with other falſe traitors, did enter into a conſpiracy, to levy 
war againſt the king; which is a compaſſing or imagining the 
death of the king; which by the ſtatute of the 25th Edward III. 
is high treaſon ; although the natural death of the king, was not 
the immediate conſequence, the fact of levying war againſt the 
king might bring the life of the king into danger; and'therefore 
the ſtatute wiſely provides to preveot it, by making it high trea- 
ſon to compaſs. or imagine the death of the king, —whether ſuch 
compaſſing or imagining was entered into, on this fide of the 
Vater, or in England where the king reſides, makes no difference 
in the caſe, as the realm of Ireland is a part of the dominions of 
the king. As the levying war againſt the king, cannot be done 
without endangering the life of the king, it is high treaſon to levy 
ſuch war; and the ſame to overturn by force, the government of 
this kingdom, is a compaſſing or imagining the death of the king, 
end conſtitutes the crime of high treaſoa. The indictment fully 
ſtates the ſeveral overt · acts, to ſupport the two principal counts, 
in the indictment The learned judge expounded to the jury, the 
ſeveral overt- acts ſtated in the indictment, and ſaid if the jury 
was fully ſatisfied by the evidences, that have been produced, that 
the overt- act, that the priſoner did become an United Iriſh- 
man, for the purpoſe of overturning by force, the government of 
this kingdom ;—and to carry into effect, he did aſſemble with 
others, about the means of arming men, for ſaid purpoſe, and car- 
rying on faid rebellion,—If on theſe or any other overt-adts, 
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ahbe 1 2 let me bride to your recolle@tion, the evi 
dence that Mr. Swan gave ; he told you he went to the houſe of 
Bond, whom he arreſted on the 12th of March laſt ; on his going 
to Mr. Bond's, he met at the door a Mr. Dillon, who was taken 
into cuſtody and afterwards liberated, but has fince been appre- 
hended; Mr. Swan told you, he went into the room, where 
about fourteen perſons were aſſembled, as mentioned they would 
be, in the information Mr. Swan had previouſly received—thoſe 
perſons Mr. Swan apprehended, and the papers taken an them 
have been produced i in court ; and proved and read in evidence. 
There was one piece of written evidence produced, that plainly 
ſhews the intentions of the ſociety of United Iriſbmen, and it is 
the letter written by Hugh Wilſon from Cork, wherein he 
ſays, he was Cooped up ſince he came to Cork, and would not 
had he known the ſituation of the place, that his mind was abo- 
minably cloſetted, ſince his arrival. That he would not for any 
emolument he ſhould receive, encounter ſuch diſtreſles before a 
change in the preſent government took place; he ſaid if the peo- 
ple would reſt quiet for ſome time, the progreſs that ſcience was 
making would afoniſ the world, and ſo forth. —This Wilſon was 
one of the ſecretaries of United Irifhmen, of which the priſoner 
at the bar was a member ; compare this with the evidence of 
| Reynolds, that Lord Edward Fitzgerald did deſire Reynolds 
to be a Colonel, and Bond ſaid to Reynolds, he wiſhed Reynolds 
to be Colonel. You cannot doubt the acts of Bond, as a member of 
the United Iriſhmen ; you have not a little of evidence to prove to 
you, that Bond was innocent, of theſe charges againſt him. Bond 
was one of the conſpirators, it was a matter of public notoriety, 
and proves the overt-aQs laid in the inditment. But, gentlemen _ 
of the jury, it is unneceſſary to dwell on trivial circumſtances; 
there can be no doubt, that Bond was a United Iriſhman, and 
knew of the meeting, and* purpoſe of the meeting, at his houſe 
on the 12th of March, and the written evidence ſhews the purpoſe 
of that meeting, to be on the means of raifing armed men to 
| overturn the conſtitution of this country by force. You cannot 
doubt of the fact of that meeting, on the 12th of March, informa- 
tion of which was given to Mr, Cope before the meeting took 
place, and alſo the paſe word to be uſed it Mr. M*Cann come Pie | 
Ar. fvers of Carlow here. Upon the whole of this caſe, it is, 


laid in the indictment, you, gentlemen of the jury, by the eviden- 
ces you have heard, ſhould be of opinion any one of the overt- 
acts is fully proved, on the priſoner, it is ſufficient, to. warrant. 
your finding the priſoner guilty.—You need go no further, if you 
find him guilty of any one of the overt · acts, laid in the indictment. 
Now, gentlemen of the jury, it may be neceſſary to explain to 
you what the law is, upon the ſubject of high treaſon. A great 
deal has been ſaid by the learned counſel for the priſoner i in this 
caſe, that by the law of England, two witneſſes, are in England, 
required to proye an overt · act of high treaſon, By the common, 
law of England, in cafes of murder, if the j jury ſhall believe the 
fact proved, one witneſs is ſufficient ; as in the caſe of Sir John 
Pennington. The common law of England and the common | 
law of Ireland is the ſame, and though the Iriſh legiſlator never 
thought proper to expreſsly ſtate it, I beg leave to fay, I am, 
moſt firmly of opinion, the evidence of one fingle witneſs to 
prove an overt-a&t of high treaſon is ſufficient. _ You have heard 
the evidence given in this caſe, the evidence of Thomas Rey- 
nolds is, that Mr. Bond was a member of the ſociety of Unit- 
ed Iriſhmen.—Here the learned Judge read the evidence of Rey- 
nolds, of which his Lordſhip had taken the moſt full and accu- 
rate notes ; and having gone through his evidence: his Lordſhip 
proceeded to the written evidence proved on this trial, and direct 
ed Hugh Wilſon's letter to be read, which being gone through, to 
ſhew the malignant deſigns of the ſociety of United Iriſhmens 
of which ſociety, Bond, Hugh Wilſon, and Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald were members; his Lordſhip next adverted to that 
part of Mr. Reynolds's evidence, where he ſays Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald being a member of the ſociety of United Iriſhmeo, 
did defire Reynolds to be a Colonel, and on which Reynolds con- 
ſolteck Mr. Bond, who alſo defired Reynolds to accept of the 
rank of Colonel. His Lordſhip obſeryed, there is evidence to go 
to the jury, that Bond, Hugh Wilſon, and Lord Edward Fitzge- 
rald, were members of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen, and that 
they had joined in the conſpiracy ; there was evidence againft 
. them all—they had engaged in one common intereſt. His Lord- 
ſhip ſtated, that after Reynolds had accepted the polt of Colonel, 


he had gone down to the country—had ada in a converſation 
with 
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with Mr. Cope, which terminated in Mr. Rejnolds's s giving in- 
formation of the meeting at Bond's; on the 1 2th of March laſt; | 
25 given at full i in the evidence of Reynolds, as before ſet forth; 
which evidence had been corroborated by the teſtimony of Mr. 


Cope, and had not been contradicted by any evidence whatever. 


_ His Lordſhip next adverted to the part of the evidence given by 


| Reynolds, of his converſation with Lord Edward Fitzgerald, 
aſter the arreſt of Bond, wherein Lord Edward ſaid, he wiſhed 
togo to France to haſten the invaſion of Ireland, His Lordſhip 


ſaid, this was evidence of a declaration made by Lord Edward 


of adbering to the King's enemics—and Lord Edward alſo ſaid that, 
Wexford would be a rallying point ; his Lordſhip recapitulated 


to the jury, the teſtimony of Reynolds, on his croſz-exami- 


nation, and alſo ſtated the evidence of Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mr. 


Valentine O Connor, and the two Mr. Witheringtons, to the ; 


point, that Mr. Reynolds ought not to be believed upon his oath, . 


and on this part of the caſe, his Lordſhip ſaid, the jury are to de- 


termine on the credit they may give to the witneſſes ; ; and his 


| Lordſhip added, I muſt ſay, I do not ſee any inſtance that Rey- 


nolds has been contradicted i in, and as to the ground of the evi- 


dence of Mrs. Fitzgerald, Ec. it does not deſtroy the evidence 


of Reynolds. As to the money*tranſaQtion between Mr. Cope 
and Reynolds, about the mortgage for 5000l. of the lands of 
Caſtle Jordan, Reynolds had given his perſonal ſecurity to Mr. 

Cope, and he wanted to take up that perſonal ſecurity on the final 


| ſettlement 'of the mortgage. In this part his Lordſhip told the 


jury there was nothing i in that tranſaction the character of Rey- 


nolds could be impeached i in, for ſuppoſe a man becomes bound 
by deed to pay a debt, it is a moral obligation, and ſuppoſe he 
did not pay the debt, yet-ſuch a circumſtance i is not a ground to 
ſay that ſuch 2 man' s oath ought not to be believed i in a court of 
juſtice, it will not deſtroy his credit. If a man has taken the 
abominable, unlawful oath of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen, it 


would not deftroy his credit, in giving teſtimony in a court of juſ- 
tice, for he hath ſworn in this court, that he would tell the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth; his Lordſhip having illuſtrated 


with great ability and legal preciſion, the law of evidence, pro- 
ceeded to ſum up to the gentlemen of the jury, the teſtimony 


given 
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given by Mr. Swan, relative. to his arreſting the priſoner at te | 
bar, „„ and of the arreſt of the perſons 
in the room in Bond's houſe, and of the watch ward as declared 
| previouſly by Reynolds, would be made uſe ; this evidence of 
Swan's was corroborative of Reynolds' 8 evidence, as the truth 
of the information before given to Mr. Cope ; and Mr. Swan 
gave in evidence the papers he had found in the room j * the 
papers found on the perſon of Bond, at the time of his arreſt — 
His Lardſhip obſerved thoſe pieces of written evidence were un- 
queſtionably admiſſible and concluſive evidence to go to the Jury 
on a queſtion. of matter of fact, and his Lordſhip remarked that 
thoſe written documents proved on the trial did bring home to 
, Mr. Bond, the priſoner at the bar, the charges againſt him in 
the inditment, for Bond appeared to be embarked in the ſame 
bottom with the perſons aſſembled in the room in Bond's houſe, 
and on whom, and in which room, the papers now produced 
were found, and io ſupport of the doctrine, his Lordſhip laid 
down, he quoted the caſe of Weldon, that papers found in the 
poſſeſſion of a meeting of conſpirators, would be evidence againſt 
all or each of them, and in a caſe of treaſon i it is ſtrong evidence 
to go to the jury. The papers were found in the room where 
fourteen men, members of the ſociety of United Iriſhmen, met 
on the 12th of March, and who had held a previous meeting 3 
the ſame houſe, on the 19th of February, preceding. It appears 
by the evidence of ſerjeant Dugan, he was by Bond admitted to 
paſs in, on giving the watch cord, where is M*Canh, this ſhews 
that Bond was acquainted with their watch word. You, gentle- | 
men of the jury, are to judge by the conduct of Bond, whether 
he was not connected with the ſociety of United Iriſhmen, who 
met in his houſe on the 12th of March ; apd there, was found on 
the priſoner at the bar, a paper purporting to be an addreſs to the 
ſociety of United Iriſhmen, it was read in evidence, and will be 
material for your conſideration. You will determine whether you 
believe Bond was a member of the ſociety of United Iriſhmeo, 
and was in the habit of acting with them i in their conſpiracies, 
and this you will judge of, from the evidence pargl and evritics 
which has been produced before you, in the courſe of this trial ; 


if you believe the evidence of Reynolds, he told * that Bond 
| Was 
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| was a Upited pid is Faw, 1999; 1 
Reynolds he wiſhed him to be à Colonel —i. e. Colonel of be 
army, ſor the county of Kildare, under the ſociety of United 
4 Iriſumen and by write evidence it appears the intent of that 
ſociety was to overturn the conſtitution of this kingdom by force. 


.  Gentlemen'of the jury, upon the whole of this caſe, you will 
Mage of the verdi, you may give by the evidetices which bave 


| been. adduced before you,—you will judge of it, as men of ſenſe 3 
you are to determine on your conſciences, whether you do believe, 


that Olirer Bond, dhe prifoner at the bar, was a member of the 


a ſociety of United Iriſhmen, or. not. You will determine on this 
queſtion, by comparing all theſe papers, that have beeen produced 


in evidence ; and by the teſtimony of Reynolds. In one of theſe 
papers it ſays County of Wicklow returned 12, 095 —Queens's 


County 17,689. Carlow 9,91 4. Meath 14,000, Kildare 10, 863. 
| and the County of Kilkenny 604—Amount of money received 


40). 18s. 3d. at the foot of this paper, produced in evidence was 


| written dated about the z9th of February 1798, Reſolved that 
ve will pay no attention to any meaſure which the parliament of 
this kingdom may adopt to divert the public mind from the grand 
object we have in view, asinothing lefs than a compleat. eman- | 


cipation of our country, can fatiafy us. Reſolved that it is the 


opinion of this committee, that if the other provinces be in the 
ſame ſtate of forwardoeſs as to men, j arms, &c, as Leinſter, as 
Toen as we can obtain information thereof we will immediately 


meaſures; as ſhall bring about a union of the provinces. Another | 


reſolution was, that a committee of five do propoſe.» miliary cell | 


to be laid before the provincials at theit next meeting. 
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Ae e Dow dee en of each regiment, whoſe 
names ſhould be ſent in to the Executive Dire&ory by their reſpec. 
tive colonela, and the proper officer for that e to be 
from thence ſelected by the directory. 


There wis ulſo another reſolution entered into, viz. „ ; 


* thatthe ſum of ſixteen guineas be allowed, for the purchaſe of a 
| , n to be ſent with orders from the executive, 
5 eee 


| EE 0 64 
and when there ſhould be no further uſe for him, to-be fold, a | 
the value depoſited in. the treaſur r. 1 

Another reſolution went to requeſt the executive — for 
the ſum of ſixty guineas with which they were chargeable: | 
In a paper found in the room where the delegates met at Mr. 
Bond's, was written thus, a military teſt—IA B do: folewaly 
ſwear, that I will perform my duty, and obey all lawful commands 
of my officers, while they nd in nw PR | 
committee.” ez gf, 
Gentlemen of the jury. 3 thels 3 
2 and you have heard the evidences on the part of the 
proſecution ; and the evidences adduced, to induce you to believe 
that Mr. Reynolds the witneſs is not worthy of credit. Mr. 
Valentine Connor did on his oath declare, he knew the witnes 
Mr. Reynolds, and from bis general character ſays, that Mr. 
Reynolds does not deſerve to be believed on his oath. I think, 
aid his Lordſhip, that Mr. Connor's teſtimony ought not to have 
weight with you to deſtroy the credit of Reynolds ; Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald faid, ſhe was the {fer of Mr. Fitzgerald, now in cuſtody ; | 
the told you that Reynolds did not deſerve credit upon his oath— 
If you believe that her brother, is the Mr. Fitzgerald now in cuf- 
tody, as a ſimilar charge, and as you are ſenſible men, on knowing 
the world, may not the „ier of a perſon accuſed, bebrought to 
declare the very oppoſite, to what ſhe really believes about a wit- 
neſs, who is brought forward on the part of the proſecution it 
may be, that becauſe Reynolds came forward, to diſcover of theſe 
conſpiracies, it was her motive for ſaying all ſhe did, toimpeach 
the, credit of Reynolds. As to the witneſs Henry Witheriogton 
he is a young man, about ſixteen years old, he and his brother 
have given you evidence, that it was ſaid Mrs. Witherington had 
| beenpoiſoned, but no proof of that was adduced ; theyalſo ſaid tar- 
tar-· emetic had been adminiſtered by Mr. Reynolds, and by his 
order the remains of Mrs. Witherington, were wrapped up in a 
pitched ſheet, You will judge whether theſe men deſerve credit 
| or not—Mr. Cope has told you, that he has known Mr. Reynolds 
many years, and ſays he is a perſon worthy of credit, upon his 
oath. This is the whole of the evidence; if you, gentlemen of 
me jury, have any reaſonable doubt upon your minds, you muſt 

| | Lg a acquit 
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in the verdict, e ene wg . e 
is left to your judgment. 1 > 
: The hen withdrew from the Jury box, to their jry room det 
8 o'clock, on the morning of Tueſday the 24th of July, and 
having returned, in about ten mines ace in their rendie * 


ben! : 


VER vic Te 
We find the priſoner Guilty. 


Me. Bond 1 aſked in the uſual form, what he hadto . 
why judgment of death and execution, thereupon ſhould not be 


awarded ; tendered a paper to the court, as the dying declaration | 


of John M*Cann, ſlating that Mr. Bond was innocent. 


The court ſaid that paper could not be received, according . o 


the en profil and Me of the court. 


| The Honourable Mr. juſtice Do. 


| Mr. Bond, it is with moſt painful ankiety of mind, for your 
unhappy ſituation, I now addreſs . myſelf to you, a man of your 
natural good ſenſe, and talents, a man of your rank in life, a reſ- 
pedable merchant of this city, where you have for many years, TE 
with honour and credit to yourſelf, carried on the buſineſs of an 


extenſive trade, and in the enjoyment of the happineſs, of living | 


under the government of the beſt of ſoyereigns in the world, and 
protected in your trade, and in your property, by the moſt equi- 


table laws, and by the exertion of your talents, and underſtand- 
ing might haye added to your riches ; which were conſiderably 


increaſed, by the growing proſperity of the commerce and manu» 


factures of Ireland, until this unhappy rebellion broke out. I la- 


ment that a gentlemen of your talents, ſhould have been ſo de- 


baſed, as to induce you to become a zealous partizan, and aſſo- 


ciate yourſelf with a ſociety who call themſelves United Triſh- 


men; L lament that a man of your underſtanding, would join 


ſuch an abominable ſociety, for that moſt wicked purpoſe 


. e 


\ 


. 


r ent -by Werte, this l 
you had for à number of years enjoyed the . bleſkngs of 

liberty, and property, with a fair and an honourable charadter 
in your domeſtic and private life. 1 feel with the greateſt ſym- 
pathy, humanity and grief, for the unhappy: ſituation to which 
your crimes have reduced you, and ſhall not wound your feelings 

| by a repetition of the enormous crimes you have committed 
againſt your ſovereign, againſt the conſtitution, and againſt your 

fellow countrymen, by your aiding and encouraging the rebellion 
which has been the occaſion of the death of thouſands of your 
fellow ſubjets. You have had a long and patient trial, you have 
been tried by a jury of your own country, and that jury hath 
found you guilty, and nothing remains for me in the diſcharge of 
my duty, painful as it is, but to pronounce the ſentence of the 
fr law, which is, a 

That you, Oliver Bond, be taken from the vlupe- in which you 
ſtand to the gaol, from whence you came, and thence to the 
common place of execution, there to be hanged by the neck, but 
not until you are dead, for while you are yet living, your bowels 
are to be taken out and thrown in your face, and>your head is to 
be cut off, and your head and limbs to be at the king s diſpoſal ; 

and the Lord bave mercy on your ſoul! 

I be priſoner received his ſentence with becoming refignation. 

He had during the courſe of this long trial conducted himſelf 

with all the fortitude that could be expected, conſidering his un- 

ſituation; he expreſſed the moſt grateful acknowledgments 
to his counſel, for their exertion of their eminent abilities on his 
behalf. The propriety of his conduct during this long trial, drew 

on him not oply the endearing ſenſibilities of a numerous audience 

but the peculiar warmth of teſtimony from the bench, and from 
the crown lawers, to his manly virtues and dignified mind, 

. while every man lamented the fatal perverſſon of talents and 
mental endowments, which, properly employed, might have 
conduced to his own happineſs, and his country's benefit. 

The gentleman who was tried and convicted in the manner 
. mentioned, and received ſentence of death, has been 
re times reſpited, which ; : _ to his friends that the 
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ation at this critical period, it is ſaid that 


lern ſeverity of the law may admit of ſome relaxation, and that 
the expectations they have indulged may not be cruſhed in the 2 BY 

dad. There is no loyal or good man who does not wiſlgil tre- 

ſonable conſpirators againſt their king and country may be brought 
to juſtice; but happily the rebellion is now ſo far ſuppreſſed, as 

om ceaſe to be dangerous, though we fear it will be long ere the 

kaven of jacobinifm will ceaſe to ferment in the minds of thoſe 

who have, by its operation, been led to embark in ſo deſperate a 

cauſe ; much, very much depends on the conduct of adminiſtr- 
upwards of ſeventy 4 
priſoners confined in the priſons of Newgate, Kilmainbam, &c. 

on charges of high treaſon, hive ſigned a requiſition to govern- 

ment, offering to make ſuch diſcoveries as may tend to put an 


end to the rebellion, if they ſhall be allowed to tranſport them: 


ſelyes to any country at peace with * Mr. Oliver Bond N 


to be included in the number. 


In conſequence of the above requiſition, Mr. Arthur O'*Con- 5 
nor, Mr. Bond, Mr. Emmett, &c. &c. have been examined 
before a ſecret committee of the Lords and Commons, whoſe 


report, it is expected, will my Juſtify the ren meaſures, 
of government. 


- 17th, 1 8. 
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